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Tisa fad Reflection to. a true - Chriſtian Spiri, 
' taſke forme of thenobleft Virtues: of (our Holy 
K Religion, -and Boints of Gaod:'Praftice,, , not 
only neglectc inthe. Lives, bue endeavoured. to. be 
driven our of the Reverence and Eſteem of Cheifti- 
ans. Among theſe, I think none of, late; have bore 
moe: of therude: Batteries of: Noiſe ae DFO 
Een deeper under.'the: Wanron, Spor;or 1 
" Strokes at Prafanc nl than the Do© q | Pal. 


a" rake it to- be: an unqueſtionable Gf Tyr mh 
and Primifive Dodtrine. ” And: carry.in itche 
lively exerciſe and exprefſion,, of thexwo grand Vie 
rues, of Faich, "and. Patience, I is Faith, that under 
. peddecuting or Goxcrhioss\, © rather . than. 
ſave our ſelves. by finning, againf'God.os, them, dare 
run Ventures, and truſt or rely on-him,, either ca,pre-. | 
vent thoſe Perſecutions and qQutward Loles, that. are; 
ready to-meer us.in; this Redfaftnels.co ous Duty, ar 


co ſupport us under-them,, and abundantly; Com- 
A: 2: -- -. pan 


| 7 _ , Sit > the Re ader .” * 
| penſate and Reward us for them. And it is Patience, 
that bears all the preſſing Conflicts without Fainting, 
till che Graee..of.-God has broughr 96:gs cape y | 
And theſe two Virtues, raiſe us ſo much above our 
ſelves,and this World; or above Human Weakneſles, | 
AﬀeRtions, .and Intereſts; that God has always dig- | 
fed; them;with eſpe al Marſha and Prejogatives = [ 
F: Etvor and= Acceptance. And on the. lame: ac- 
count, good Men have ever held chem, as the bright- 
eſt 'Glory' of (the Saints, / and what they were moſt 
ambitioulyto aim ar.''As on the other Hand, for. ©! 
the (arti Reaſon" they- bave-ever : been the. greateſt 
Teftor"and Sttirnibling-Block, co'Worldly and. Car- 
hal'Minds. OHSIALe 4260s La TY, ; gs LEG TIN 
 ” "Mydefipn in'the-enfuing Papers, is to do what 
feaſotiable Service I viable,” roithis great and noble 
inftance; of Ppptelled TY and Rip teouſnels. And 
becauſe, after all that hasibeen' ſo often,' and fo well | 
ſaid of late upon' this Subject by others, 'particilarly, | 
m the Elaborate and much Celebrated: Diſcourſes, 
of Joviaw,* and' the-Cafe of Reſiſtauce of the Supreme: 
 Powers'Stated, &c. The” Adverfaries-of this, Truth: ; 
Rill inſiſt with great Confidence and Triumph, up- 
onthe Plea of Legal Rights for Authorizing Refitance; 
F have ſingled out this Plea, and-Diſculs'd. it in they” 
enſuing Treatiſe. My aim is, not ſo much to ingage 
in particular and perforial Diſputes, as to ſpeak to- 
the Argument ; and to ſay ſo much, as aniong Minds. 
willing to fee ir, may be ſufficientzo Prove and Eſta. 
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bliſh a Dotrine ſo neceſtary, as charwhetcof [ write; 
| ., andtoobviate the moſt Colorable Pretences brought 
againſt it, . Paſſive Obedience,..is a great, and Practi- 
cal Truth : and I ſeck berein; by {erting it off with 
| as much Strength and Clearneſs, and. withal as brief- 


ly asI can, to- build up honeſtly diſpoſed Readers. 
' 


| 9 IN 7 . To the Brady, No 


in the Belief and Pratice thereof, notwithſtanding 
any things, which, either in pretended Favor to Rel:- 
ion, or on any fancied Autority from-Civil Right, they 
{hall find urged' in oppoſition to it. ILL + 

j , I muſt advertiſe thee further: that this'Treatiſe was 
þ ſent away in Company. of another, Inticuled, Of 
c Chriſtian Prudence, &c. - And' being both*then- pre-. 
} pared, and deſigned for the Preſs, there is a Refe- 

rence to it, in: Page 160. of that Book,. Which, 
| not being abſerved by thole, who.had the care there 

of, | (the Author himſelf being at a great diſtance from. 
| - the Prefs,): that Book was Publiſhed firſt, 'and- rhis 
1 - wasleftto follow ic. And'nbyr it-is come abroad, 

; I beſeech Almighty God of his' Infinite 'Mercy,.to 

vouchſafe it his Acceptance,and to accompany it with 


| his Grace, that it may. notfail ro do an Holy Reli- 
ion ſome Honor, a Noble, but decried and exploded 
Duty, ſome Credir, and +hy. Self and. his, Church 

"ome Service... Fi an i in or Eng 
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CHAP. I. 
O Armin e againſt Sovereign Pawers, in Love | 
for Reti gi0n. - 
ReBgion,” an Roth 7hime $0 -1.\ Others Furce, can 
never wake us loſe Religion. But. only the extennal things &- 
bout Religion, Nor hinder the force, of aur Miniſtry. 2. Whee 


Religion s farce. from Perſequting Sovereigns, 0 riſe in 
Hrs, 2X, = or us wk id 557 Hi Prepros R 
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Righes, 
Ti be Irvaſians npou DBrerrs Þ in. the 6 « of Chriſt and his 
4 after, Tet they Preache #p Submiiſion * and Non- Refs: 

erors were \to Govern by Laws. In whit 


Jens & ſaidtto be-loo from the Laws. The Romavs hed bath 


their Laws aud Cuftoms,, and ſeveral, Freedams. 
oy CHAP: UI. 
Of Jovfe 8c. under the Perſeenting Emperors, 


M rhe? Prrſecuting. erors invaded. theſe Legal Des 


An account thereof im 'feveral Particulars. 
| CH AP. Iv. 


The. Chniſftians P Obedience , knder. theſe 

| Inzaders ER Legal Rights. _ 

At ' Many Emperors 7t 74 and opportunities for Reſiſtawce. _ 
The Chriſtians ſtill trueto the Rightful Emperors, not reſiſting 

under invaſions of Legal '--ofvngg The general Pleas for Re- 

ſiftance never more ſirong, than under thoſe Emperors, __ 


n » Particulars. 
CHAP. V. 


Of Paſſive Obedience under Invaſions Y Legal 
Rights among the Jews. 


EE 1-8. 
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The CONTENTS. | 
Of Perſecutions of Religion againſt Law, and of the 3I- 
legality of Idolatry, among the Jews. Of breach of Property 
againſt Law by their Kings: Under all which no Liberty of, 
Reſiſtance. No evading theſe Scriptures, by ſaying their Kings 
were perſonally nominated by God. Nor the Scriptures of the 
New Teſtament, by the An Ls ſhow! to them. <S 
1 27 Of the unlawfulneſs of Reſiflance on ſuch Inva- <=— 
| . Pas of Tray y po own Laws, þ Le 
* No pretence leſt for Reſiſtance, by our Laws. Nor from 
7 the SubjeFs Share in Legiſlation. No appealing in -this 
| Point from the Letter of our Laws, to the equity thereof. Or. 
| to the Nature of our Conſtitution, and to the end of our Frame. 
| CHAP. VIE 


CHAP. VIIL. 
No Reſiſtance, on pretence that AGs againſt Law- 
x are inautoritative. ; 
Non-Reſiſtance | due to a King., whilſt the Regal Auto- 
rity is not forfeited, but reſides in bis Perſon. This it doth 
for all his unantoritative and illegal AFings, which is ſhewn: 
in. ſeveral inſtances, No making War upon bims for the ſame, 


becauſe they do not diſauthorize his Perſow, or unking him. 
An Anſwer on theſe Grounds, to ſeveral (Queſtions about the . 
Antority of Kings ating againſt Laws. | | 
| CHAP. TIX, 
| The Reaſons of Non Reſiſtance, &c. 

On what. Grounds, the Primitive Saints paid this Non- 
Reſiſtance, Non-Reſiftance on Invaſion of Laws, doth not 
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make Arbitrary Government. Errata. 
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P .F. chat it is but fit. P.'14. 1. 17. rob external, Force. p. 23. 1.6. in the 
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CHRISTIANITY 


MN 
DOCTRINE 
OF THE 


CROSS. 


 A(ſrve Obediense'to Sovereign Powers; 7s keeping 

| under their Obedience, "when we ſuffer wrongfully 
at their hands. 1t they command things againſt 

the Law of God, or of the Land, we ought 

not ; orif againſt the inviolable Liberties, which Laws 


: have ſecured againſt the Prerogative in their reſpe&ive 
Kingdoms, we need not ordinarily be Aive; in doing © : 


what we: are bidden. ' In other things, a juſt and law- 
ful Authority muſt have AFive Obedience, But when 
they come to puniſh againſt Laws, or for ſuch things - 
as with a ſafe Conſcience their Subje&s could not at inz 
they are ſtj]l to continue under their Obedience; and 
in a ſtate of SubjeQtion: {And this is by! being © Paſſive, 
or not riſing up to Reſiſt, and Levy War againſt them. 
They may ſeek to guard off the unjuſt Suffering, by 
Petitioning, by claiming the help of Law from Coutts 
of Juſtice, 'whilſt there are any Proviſions for help yet 
untryed therein, or by any other fitting ways confiſtent: 

| B ; with 


- 


2 


Chriſtianity a Dofrine of the Croſs. 


with Subje&tion. But riot by running to Arms when all 


- Other ways fail, and by liſting Soldiers, (for no Man 


will ſtand in Arms by himſelf againſt him,) to defend 
thefr own Rights againſt their Jawful Sovereign, Whilſt 


" a Prince isour lawful Sovereign, Obedience muſt be D#e 


tohim-z and whilſt we are under his Obedience, we mult 

be Paſſive, and have no liberty in this ſort to refiſt him. 
This Do&rine of Paſhve Obedience, and Non-Re- 

fiſtance, ſeems both moſt plainly preſcribed by the Pre- 


cepts , and. moft ſutable to the Spirit and Genius of - 


Holy Religion. 
The Fifth Commandment, under thename of Honor, 


1njoyns both Reverexce and Support of Princes, as our 
Politick Fathers. But when Subje&s make War ypon 
them, inſtead- of paying Fear and Reverence, they are 
plainly ina eg bidding —_— andwhen the Sword 
is unfheathed apainſt them, that is evidently not for their 
Support, but for the beating and pulling of them Down. 
Put them in mind, (aith * S. Pant, toobey Magi ſirates. 
But there is mo(t -viſibly an.end of Qbedience, iwhen 


* Titii-r, things are come:to-this.paſsz and Men under command 


=y 


cannot poſſibly do any thing.more contrary to ſhewing 
Obedience; than.to riſe and fall upon their Commanders, 


Submit, lays $. Peter, to every ordinance of man. + 


Yea, Let. every fenl be ſubjeF, ||| faith'S. Paul, But what 


F : Pet. ii. becomes of fubmifſlion, when they fall chus to refalting ? 


1 3» 
{| Rom. 


* Mat. x. 
38. 
Luk. ix. 


23. 
Mat, xvi. 


24 


Luk. xiv. 
27. 


- For every Man-muſt necds be ſenfible, he doth no longer 


ſubmit to another, when he ſtands np to reſiſt and fight 
agaiglt him. -Y 

Chriſtianity, isa Do@rzxe of 'tbe Croſ7, - which is one 
of its Diſtinguiſbing Marks ; nathing, in account there- 
of,- being more neceſſary, more /praper, and praiſe- 
worthy, than for Chriſtians, tg * teke #p, and 'bear 
Croſſes. Whence came thoſe Croſſes, ſo much as from 
the Perfecuting Powers? And if the Crefles, which 


Chriſtians profeſs to bear, are ſuch as Perſecuting So- 
46 | vereigns 


- 
_—_ ? 


wells Caf BG 4 84 


an. OR 


Weed ERS: Sx 


a CR ep IR oro 


UMI 


ELD 2 BSE” —— —_— 


£3» Meal. $i wr 


- . C48 REAR? 
EIT OO ons TIT 2 0 +0; A. © OP 


UMI 


Chriſtianity a Deftrate of the Ws. J 
yereigns lay on: it is plain they profeſs not to Reſiſt, 
which 1s out of the way of bearing, but to ſhew Pal- 
five Obedience under them. | For there is an end of ' 
taking up, and.bearing Croſſes, when, inſtead of taking 
up and bearing, Men ſet themſelves with all their might 
to ſhake. them off, or beat them back again. 

Theſe paſſages, and ſuch like, do ſufficiently bear out 
the Duty of Noz-Reſiſtazce, even to the moſt ordinary 
Underſtandings, if they will bur attend to them. Beſides, 
that S. Paxl has f told usjn expreſs terms, that they who re- t Rom. 
feſt the Higher Powers, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 
All this was true, ſay the Advocates of Reſiſtance, at 
thole times, and in thoſe Caſes, for which theſe Rules 
were given, But thoſe were, where the wills of Go- 
vernors were Laws, or' where the Laws brought Croſ- 
ſes: not where the Laws, as it is with us, are a Cover 
againſt them.  Religzor: it. (elf, ſay they, doth not au- 
thoriſe Reſiſtance 3 bat C7vil Right doth. And if Re- 
ligion is by -Law made a C:wil Right, we may Refiſt for 
It, as we may forother Civil Rights and Properties. Not 
being bound by any of theſe Precepts, to bear Crofles 
which the Law keeps off. . Nor tyed to ſubmiſſion, un- 
der invaſion of Civil Rights, which carry with them a 
power to riſe in Defence thereof, 
This Plea, is ſet up as the main ſtrength 


tt ; T X f| Inquiry into the meaſares 
of || thoſe, that argue againſt the Do _ pofin goſh bn. a 


Carine of Paſſwe Obedience, And my 1thoriry, Art. 9. 12. Dif. 


deſign is particularly to Diſcuſs it, an courſe abour the Fuſtice of 
to inquire whether the Precepts and #7, Gintleniens underraking 
Obligations to Paſſive Obedience, were 6, 7. & paſfim. Fulion the 4. 
given and kept, with-an exception of Fate, c. 9. p. 74. 92. And 
theſe Invaſions of Civil Rights, or with {777 /* Join, p. 160. 
a deſign to bind under thery, and as a Pn: 
Rule to Chriſtians, whilſt they ſuffered fuch Invaſions,' 

This way of Warlike Reſiſtance, is a very hazardous 
courſe, and thereby Men extremely expel their own 

B 2 


Perſons. 


4. Chriſtianity a Do&rmne of the Croſs. 
Perſons. And that which tempts them thus to hazard 
themſelves, as the. moſt ſerious are wont to profeſs, -is 
their Aﬀection for Religion. Like as that, which is 
given out to juſtifie them therein, .is its being made a 
Civil Right, or Legal Conſtitution. - And I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew them, that Religion gets no good by it; 
ſo they are miſtaken in the way of ſhewing their Aﬀe- 
&ion, And that its being a Civil Right, wil zot warrant 
them therein : ſothey will miſs alſo of their Juſtification. 
The former I ſhall not paſs over, without ſaying fo 
much, as I think ſufficient"to undeceive the honeſt and 
well meaning. But the clearing of the later; is what I 


principally defign: 


|—_— 


CHAP. I. 


A — 


No Arming againſt Sovereign Powers, in love for Religion. 


O take off the pretence, and temptation to war- 
like Reſiſtance againſt the Soveraign Powers, 
for the ſake of Religion, I ſhall ſhew in the fr/t place, 
that this Riſing in Arms, is no wiſe expreſſion, of Mens 

care and kindneſs for true Religion: 
Religion, is an internal thing. It doth not hang with- 
: out us, as the things of the world ; but is inward, in 
the mind. It is lodged in our hearts, and is to dwell up. 
on our Spirits. The Kingdom of God is within you, 
+ Jo.ii. 3. ſays our Saviour, Lzk, xvii. 2. It conſiſts in a + New 
and 2 Cor. Nature, 'and the Renewal of the mind, ſays S. Paul, 
> 17- Roz. xii. 2. It lies in Faith and Obedience, which are 
Spiritual and internal things.Their Power,and Excellence, 


take life from, and are ſeated in theinner Man: though - y 


they are expreſſed- and made viſible, in the outward 
Converſation, : . ; 
And 
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Chriſtianity @ DoArine of the Croſs. - 


And depending thus putely upon our own Minds, it 


' may equally ſubſ{iſt 'under all the alterations of this 


World, whether Proſperity or Adverſity, Peace or: 
Perfecutions. To believe, and to do Right, which is 
the whole of Religion, 1s':alike practicable under all 


times, and in all Circumſtances. And whether we ſhall 


dothus or no, is not in the power of others, but, under 
God, only of our own wills. Fhis makes the rewarda- 


bleneſs of Faith and Obedience, that they are to: be the 
- Oblation of our. own good will, and we are to chuſe 


them.. It alſo ſhews the Excellence thereof, that, de- 
pending on our own will, nathing elſe, which can ne-* 
ver force our wills, can rob us of them. Theſe virtues, 


lodged in a truly good-heart, are like a Treaſure laid up 


in Heaven, -where no thief can break, through, or ſteal, 
Mat. vi. 20." No Powers, that can force away from - 
us any outward' things, are able to ftorm our Hearts, 
or force what 1s within us, viz, a Good Conſcience, or 
that Joy and Peace, which is the conſequent thereof. 
Tonr joy; ſays our: Lord! to his Diſciples, 0 mar taketh 
from yen, Jo. xvi2%z. - . _ 

And from this, I ſhall note #wo Points fit to be con-- 
ſidercd in this caſe. | > 

Firſt, Others force, can: never make 'ns Iiſe Religion. 
Fgr no force can.reach it,not beinp placed among things, 
that are. liable to be.forced away; but lodged in the 
Heart.. Any-outward force upon us, muſt ſlop at the- 
outſide of us : or, if t pierce further, it will force away 
our Lives, before it. reach .our Hearts: Nay, when it- 
comes there, it mayforceour Hearts out of our Bodies; 
but it cannot- force 'our: Religion: our of our Hearts, 
unleſs we pleaſe, Our Hearts, where Religion reigns, 
are only in the hand of God, and of ourſelves. _ - 

Indeed, Religion, whilſt profeſſed in this World, by: 
the bleſſing of God, has oft much of the encourage-- 
ments of this World. And theſe worldly advantages.- 

ga 4 
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| Chriſtianity a Doftrine of the Croſs. 
and encouragements, are ſubject to the ſame force as 
all other worldly things, and! may be taken away by 
violence. And the lofing 'of what is worldly about Re- 
ligion, in the eye of worldly Wiſdom is the loſing of - 
Religion. It thinks Religions gone, when the world- 
ly Recompences and -Inducements' about it are 7 and | 
that to keep Religion in the Land, it muſt be ſure to | 
keep them here. ' And accordingly, when Perfecution . | 
comes, whoſe buſineſs is to force away theſe worldly .. 
goods: from Religion, it asKs, What: will become of 
| Religion? Bur all this while it conſiders not, that Re- 
ligion is a ſpiritual thing, which can ſubſiſt withour 
_theſe worldly encouragements: that it looks all at a- 
nother World, and fo can continue the ſame it yas, 
when bereft of all' the” good things of this World: 
that, tho it may have things without in poſſeſſion, vet 
is it none of them; but lives it ſelf and is lodged with- 
in, where no force 'can come, but 'where it can keep 
whether outward Force will or no. What would 
theſe worldly wife men have faid, had they lived in 
*%. the days of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles £ For then they would 
” have been called to embrace Religion, and at the ſame 
time to leave this World ; and have ſeen Religion thrive, 
when it had nothing worldly abour it : and all that 
Perſecution can do atany time, is only to bring it in- 
to this, which was its Primitive State. But Religion 
is not 10ſt then, but kepe and upheld, and ſubſiſts as 
truly as it did the firſt day it-appeared, and all the 
time it was growing up, and making its way over all 
that oppoſed it, in the unconverted World. This, in 
Chriſtianity muſt paſs for a- _— Maxim, that, Tho 
ill Arts, to keep off Perſecution, may, and in Gods juſt Tudg- 
ment ordinarily do ; yet Perſecution it ſelf never ſhall de- 
firoy the Church. Our bleſſed Lord has given us his 
own word for this; The gates of Hed, 1. <e: all the 
powers of Darkneſs, ſteal not prevail againſt the Church. _ 
8 Sp Mat. | 


'6 


. Chriſtianity a Doftrine of the Croſs. 7 
: Mat. xvi. 18. and Perſecution is one of their mainand 
| - _-ftrongelt Batteries. | 
| __ Yea, Perſecution doth not waſte, but 'improve and 
increaſe Religion. It deſtroys it, among worldly wiſe 
men, who are driven from any thing by worldly Con- 
| fiderations. $0 that if any are religious only, or main- 
ly from worldly motives, they will quit and give it 
| up 'for worldly loſſes: and. worldly Wiſdom, rating 
| who will:keep, or who will forego it, only on world- 
1ly proſpects; it concludes Religion, if not quite loſt, 
z muſt needs be mightily brought down, almoſt to no- 
| thing,. by Perſecutions. on > 
But *tis otherwiſe, inthe eye of Spiritual Prudence. 
Foz that knows it, as I ſay, to be ſeated'in mens hearts, 

_ and free wills; -and fo to be without the reach of out- 
ward force and devaſtations. And that .its genuine- 
and proper ſupports, which it '{tands on there, are not 
the good things of this, but the future hopes and ex- 
peQations of another World, which :no Perſecutors can 
take from us. So that when they have done their- 
worſt, and deſpoiled us of what is moſt valuable in- 
this World; yet all that 1s ſtill left, which Je/as Chriſt: 
the Author thereof has offered to ſupport it. Nay, that,. 
mltead of being abated, is beightned, by what they 
take from us, Becauſe, the more.we ſuffer for- our 

_ Duty here, the more we are to hope, and expe to- 

Teceive hereafter. The qther world, which is to make 
men religious, and to ſupport Religion, is hot only as- 
much, but a great dea] more for'us, when we are un-- 
der Perſecutions,: than when we are under none... 

Indeed Perſecution,leaving no external viſible ſupport, 
is the trueſt Tryal of Pretenders to Religion, and di. 

. Covers, Who foliow it mainly for the ſake of what is. 
not its own, viz. Preſent indemnity at leait, if not re- 
compence and incouragewent 3 and who, for the fake of 
what is, viz. future and unſcen Rewards, They ror I 

. ouche. 
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-Tonuch-ſtone, to try Hearts and "Tempers, that they who 


are approved, as S. Paul (ays.in cale of Hereſjes and 
' Schiſms, may be made manifeit, x Qor.'xi. 19. Accor- 


ptations, meaning Perſecutions, 1 Cor. x. 13. Jam: i. 2. 
and of the fiery Tryal, or Furnace of Affition, that 
be fines and purges the Gold +from- the 
Se atorrdd eps hn Droſs, 1 Pet: iv. 12::} Perſerntion 3s wot 


ita dixerim, neceſſaria, a 


:Probationem ſcilicet Servorum only molt worthy of God, birt, as T may 


219%, ſive reprbavienem. Ter- fo ſay, meceſſary to him for the probation 
And making this diſcrimination, it will leſſen the 

number of the external Profetfors of Religion.. It-ſtrikes 

off all the ſeed ſown in thorny |ground; which' car! be 


choaked by the cares of this World, Mat. xiii. 7. 22, And 


thoſe on-the ſtony ground too, who have #0 ſufficient 
Root of Religion , but too much of this World, and 
whoſe Root, lying almoſt at the Sarface, is ſoon/ſcorch- 
.ed and -parched up when the heat of Perſecution comes, 
ver, 5.:6.'2T. It is' the Fan, as || Ter- 
{| Pala Aur i tullian ſays, that purges the Lords flop, 
Now lire, noi cer. Wirnowing the Church, which till then is 
vum fidelium eventilans, -fru-. a confuſed heap of Profeſſors, and ſepara- 
—_— & pales! $;ngthe Chaſf and light Corn from the 
Negatorum: 39". © + good Wheat, the nominal from the rea), 
the Chrifians of this World from thoſe of a better. 
But it takes off no Right Chriſtians, who are not 
Right, ſo long as any thing can make them deſert their 
Saviour, .or-any Duty of-his Religion, when they are 


{| Pala illa que £3 nunc Do- 


 call'd'by+him:ito -own and ſtick"to them. IF any was 


love Father or Mother, or his own Life more than me, he 
i not worthy of me. Mat. x. 37. 39. Luc. xiv. 26.-Tf he 
take not his Croſs and follow me, he is not worthy of me, 
Mart. x. 38. If be doth not bear his Croſs and come after 
-me, he cannot be my Diſciple. Luk. xiv. 27. 


AS 


dingly in the Scriptures, we read of 7ryats i and Tem-. 


or reprobation of his Servants, ſays Tertul. 


nd | . 
Bo Am £3£zAmMli cc. cc... 
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Chriſtianity a Dofrine -of the Croſs. - 
As for thoſe who are right..trye Chriſtians, Perſe- 
cution perfeRs them, It takes them off from fleſhly de- 
lights, and cures.their inordinate love and complacence 


in, 'or -hankerings after this World, . It 'makes them fit, 


Jooſe to it, and. have a.generous contempt thereof, It 
heightens their pious Reſoſutions,, inſtead of abating 
them; it doth not ſtop their Carier in duty, but enli- 
wen'it,. It begers in them a triumphant diſdain of the 


Injuries or. Reproaches, that are thrown upon them for - 


doing a good thing; and a complacence in the* Croſs, 
inſtead of a diſpleaſure with themſelves, when it meets 
them in-a good Cauſe. For in theſe Sufferings, having 
the ſupport of God's Promiſes, the comfort of his Spi- 


- rit, and the applauſe of.a good.'Conſcience; they are 


not only- patient under their:Lot, but ſatisfied with it: 
they do not only bear their Burden, but glory and 
rejoyce therein. Bleſſed are ge,. when wen ſhall revile you 
and perſecute you for righteonſneſs ſake. Rejoyce then and 


be exceeding glad, ſays oux' Lord, Mat. v.10, IT, 12. \ 


Luc, vi.' 22, 23.; Connt .it not ſtrange, but rejoyce, in as 
much. as"ye. are partakers of Chriſts ſuſſerings, that ye may 
be: alſa of his glory, Under ſuch Sufferings, happy : are 


ye, for -the ſpirit of God. reſts uppn_ you, lays .S. Peter, 
1 Pet; 1,;;1 2, FA 14. Accordingly, ſays $. .Paul, I take 
1 


pleaſure it neceſſities, ;n perſecutions, in diſtreſſes for Chriſts 


ſake, 2 Cor. xit.- 10. 'and the Hebrews took joyfully the 
ſpoiling of their goods, knowing they bad in Heaven, a bet- . 
fer and more enduring ſubſtance. Heb. x. 34- A ſtate of ** 


Perſecution, is the molt advantagepus time for a Chri- 


.ſtian-to appear perfe&.in 3: and pies Virtues, are the 


beſt Ornament, and moſt compleat Dreſs, wherein he 
can ſhew and recommend himſelf: He is never ſo good, 
ſo glorious, and great, as when, he is bravely. and-un- 
dauntedly doing his. Duty, ond confefling under the 
Croſs of Chriſt. Nay, .put the. worſt: that, can .come, 


that ſuch a religious man be. cut off, and dye for his - 


Religion, 


>»Y 
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Religion : yet even then muſt no man prophanely ask, 


What is become of Religion? For that is then become - 


which ſhould become of it, viz. to carry the Profef- 
ſors thereaf to be everlaſtingly happy in Heaven. And 


by their dying for.it, which is more, no hurt but good | 


will come to Religion among thoſe that ſurvive. 

For Perſecution, as it pertects, fo it ſpreads and pro- 
pagates truly religious: men, - If Religion thereby loſes 
out-ſide Profeflors, it gets fincere and faithful Follow- 
ers. The Church lofes nor ſo much by the Sufferings, 

| as it-gets by the Examples of the holy and bleed Mar- 

tzrs, For theſe ſtrangely affet, and ſtrike upon the 
Spirits of men. Their Faith, and Patience, and other 

noble” Virtues, ſhew men 'the- power, 'ahd excite their 
curioſity, and mightily diſpoſe them to hearken, and 
inquire into the truth of what they ſuffer for. ' So that 

Semen eSt ſanguis C hritianorum, the blood of the Martyrs 

+ Apol... was the ſeed of the Church, ' as + Tertullian ſays they found 
6.ule. © by experience in the Sufferings of the ancient Church. 


: Juſtin. Theſe influenced, . not only the weak, but the wiſeſt 


Diognet. perſons, bringing in ſuch as Jaſtin, that revown'd- Philo. | 


p. 499, ſopher and ;5r, to ſee and receive the Truthz»the 
£2, om great accalion of his Converſion, as he* himſelf relates, 
-<i2xlp ing that Cefn Rey religious Bravery the Martyrs 
337. © ſhewd. in. their. Sufferings,); There is\ a witneſs In the 
— 7 blaod of Saints, that -begets Faith-in Bebolders: and 
* pol, 1. therefore among the Three, that bear Witneſs to. Chrift 
F *: oz Earth, S. John reckons the bloed for one; the Spirit, 
© the Water, and the. Blood, meaning thereby their Suffer- 

- Ings in his Caufe.' 1 Jo. v. 8. And S. Paxl, noting the 
FE Jens of an Apoſtle , who' was 'to perſuade and get be- 
ief in others, tells the Corinthians, they were wrought 
among them in all patiqne. 2 Cor. xii. 12. Their Suffer- 
ings, were one proof of their being Geds Miniſters." In 


ings | 
ol} things faith he, ipproving our ſelves as the Miniſters - 


of Gad, in much patience, in affiiFions, neceſſities, di- 
Rl, fireſſes, 
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Chriſtianity a Dorine of the Croſs. 
frreſſes, and Perſecutions of every ſort, as well as by 
the word of truth, and by the gifts of Miracles or .the 
power of God, 2 Cor. vi. 4,5, 7. The Patterns and the 
Prayers,” the paſſive Graces and Sufferings of the primi- 
tive Saints and Martyrs, as well as their Preaching and 
miraculous powers were a cauſe that ſpread Religion. 
ſo ſtrangely under the primitive Perſecutions : inſtead 
of gutring off, it was really. a Widener, and a true 
prolifick Principle, and Seed of the Church, 

Thus doth God turn this great rule of worldly Wiſ- 
dom into mere Folly. In this, be abſolutely confounds 
the wiſdom of the Wiſe, and takes the fleſhly Wiſe, as 
the Scripture ſays, i their own craftineſs,, and dem 
ſtrates how the Wiſdom of this Werld. is Foolifpneſs with 
God. 1 Cor. til. 19, 20. ;: When Perſecations go to de- 
ſtroy the Religious, they do not pull down, but pro- 
pagate and advance Religion. When they deſtroy and 
cut off ſome, they drive in- more, and Religion pets 
new ones in their room. It loſes none but out-1ide 
ar inſincere_ Profeſſors, but increaſes in the number of 
hearty-and wprighe Followers, -who are the true honor 
of Religion and ornament of the Church. | 

From this I. obſerve, how we muſt not ſay with 
worldly wiſe men, that worldly eaſe aud immunities are 
beſt for. Religion. Indeed, omward Peace and Privi- 
leges, are things very valuable and acceptable to its 


Profeſſors, as their place of profefling it is here in this - 


World, and whilſt they bear about them fleſbly Na- 


cures, But, as we muſt thankfully value, and improve 
it, when we have itz ſo muſt we conſider too, -that 
Religion it ſelf, and the Spirit, ( tho the Fleſh be of 
another mind) may be bettered by the want thereof. 
And therefore, that is bur fit in this caſe, to leave God 
to take hisown way,and chuſe for us. And if at any 
tive. he is bringing Perſecution/ on, 'tis-not'for us to 


{ſtep ont of his way. tokeep it off, and excuſe our ſelves | 


by ſaying, it is better for Religion. For when was it 
4 2 . EVer 
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_ ever better for the Church, than in the firſ# Ages, 
when they run thro the moſt, and foreſt Perſecutions? 


Is not that beſt for the Church, which makes the moſt 
and the beſt good Chriſtians? And when” were they 


more, or' better,. in the places where Chriſtianity pre- 


vail'd, than in thoſe firſt and perſecuting Ages? Were 
not thoſe tines, a continual, and-valt increaſe, of freſh 
Converts? And were not thoſe Converts of much bet- 
ter and more Chriſtian Lives, under. this Diſcipline of 


. Perfecutions, than others uſe to be in times of Peace 


and ſecular Advantages ? , | 

And on the other hand, to abate the advantage of 

worldly Peace and Poſleffions,: are not they too- liable 

to carnalize -and- corrupt: the [Spirits 6f men? Do not 

the worldly Poſleffions, which were defign'd to encou- 

rage men in | the' way and' miniſtry of Religion,” too 

oft ſteal their hearts away from it ? and* then, when a 

Perfecution comes for” any neceſſary Truth ' or Duties 

fake, inſtead of being a friend-and ſupport, 'are not they 

an Enemy within the Walls, to- betray- and deliver.it 

up >. -The fad. experience.of ſuch general and ſhameful 

Defe&ions from religious Truths, to hold their world- 

ly Poſfeffions, made Faxſtinas and. Maxcellinus in their 

0 20D Book of: Prayers.to_the Emperors, to call them * Per- 

Pi ook * #iciofi|ſimas poſſeſſuones,  'moſt pernicious Poſſeſſionsz yea + 

p.3. to wiſh, that the Church had 'never been poſſeſſed of them, 

T2443 uti- that living after the manner. of the Apoſtles, it might flill 
Nam nun- : . . . . 

nam poſe have more inviolably poſſeſſed the integrity of the Faith. 

hed z ec-] know there are many great'/and valuable Advantages 

cl «1 by worldly Poſſeſſions, for which the Church has great 

—_ »i- cauſe to be thankful to God, and all its BenefaRQors: but 

vens fidem theſe, in trying times, are advantages only to wiſe men, 

25: who have raiſed AﬀeCtions, and retain -a true ſpiritu- 

Geer poſs ality. of mind, and contempt of the 'World, in the-midft 

get **. of all ſecular:enjoyments; being,” on, ſuch occaſions, the 

Ea Ox. greateſt: ſnare and bane to all others. - So that. the' ad- 

- vantage pleadable .from theſe, is only to- thoſe. who 

| | can 
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- can let them go. for Religion, and love God and their 


Duty above them. And when God ſends Perſecution, 
it is both the School wherein to ſhew forth this rai- 


13 


ſed temper of mind, and wherein to improve and per- | 


fe& it. *Tis not for us therefore to ſay, it is better for 
Religion, but only. for Fleſh and Blood whilſt they 
profeſs Religion, to be out of Perſecution. For- when 


God ſees fit to ſend it upon his Church, as he always 


doth when they cannot ſhun it without Sin :he de- 
ſigns, and will undoubtedly . effect it, to purge and pu- 


" rifie, to perfe& and promote, true and acceptable Re- 
ligion and Godlineſs thereby. And all that loſes, is 


only mixt and mongrel Profeſſors, and our own world- 


-ly abd carnal ſelves. 


. Such, 1s the real importance of Perſecution, to Religt- 
on and the Church. It gets more thereby, than it loſes. 
Ic is deprived of nominal, mixt Profeſſors ; but aug- 
mented with better Chriſtians. Tho it ſhould ſhew 
fewer Profeſſors 3. yet can it. at ſuch times produce. 
more, and more perfe& Saints, and Heirs of eternal 
Happineſs. It takes from its faithful Followers, world- 


ly things, not ſpiritual 3 preſent, not future. So that 


it deſtroys, or kfſens it, only in the opinion of world- 


ly.mitds or fleſhly. prudence, who look only at what 


is kept or loſt of this Worlds goods and advantages: 
but advances, confirms, and multiples it in the Opini- 
on of the ſpiritually minded, and. according to the eſti- 
mate of true Chriſtiar Prudence. 

Like to this, of others Force not making us loſe Re- 
ligion, is another Obſervation, of others .Force not hin- 
dring the effe® of our Miniſtry. This is wont to be one 
Plea at ſuch times. For as the People are ready to ſay, 
they take Arms againſt their perſecuting Prince, thar 
they may-not be deprived of the benefit -of their Mi- 
niſters: ſo among the Miniſters themſelves, are ſome 
tempted to ſtretch and go greater lengths in comply- 
ance therewith, than they think their duty allows, oz 


pretence 


—_— 
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pretence of ſerving God, and ſeeping in to do good in their 
places. If we ſtick at this, ſay ſome, what will become of 
our Miniſtry, and the exerciſe thereof * and what way can 
we have, to do God ſervice in our ſtations. 

- Now, If this has any force/at all, it ſeems to be a- 
gainſt Gods own ordering, as if in this diſpoſal of Pro. 
vidence, he had called us from a better way to a worſe, 
and in debarring and diſcharging us from our former 
Stations, (as he doth, when we canno longer hold them 
without fin,) had ſummoned: us to-a lets uſeful Poſt to 
ſerve him in. But a mind that truly and fincerely fecks 
to ſerve God, and not, under an hypocritical pretence 
thereof, to ſerve its worldly intereſts, will eafily give 
him leave, when he ſees fit, to change the ſcene of our 
ſervice, and to chalk out and call us, as he pleaſes, to the 
place where, - and the Station in which he will be ſerved, 
And befides, the external force, tho it drive us out of our 
Stations; will not takeus away at ſuch times, from doi 


him ſervice. For, beſides what we have opportunity then : 


to do for him, we may ferve him more by ſufferi a 
good way, than we ever ſhould be able to do by Cog 
ing our Stations through a bad one. Nay, our ſuf- 
ferings for a-good Cauſe, may be like to be of more real 
uſe and influence, rhan all our Preaching up the fame 
Cauſe might be, without ſuffering. ' There is a Witneſs 
in the Blood, as I obſerved, and a perſuafiveneſs in 
the ſufferings of Martyrs and Confeffors, which affets 


and convinces more, than any words-or Sermons they _ 


could uſe. Let'us then, on ſuch- occaſions, take care 
to ſuffer -Chriſtianly, and leave it to Gods care to -ſup- 


. ply any want of us in ourStations, and to ſerve him- 


ſelf by 'our ſufferings, more than it were poſlible for 
us to ſerve him by any other ways. - | 
And as others Force, can never make us loſe Religi- 
on: ſo neither , | abu 
Secondly, When Force and Perſecution comes upon Re- 
ligion, eſpecially from ow Governors, in the Eye of _ 
| ritua 


\ # FI BW Ot 4s , 
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© ritual Wiſdofn, is our armed Reſiſtance, or .encountring 


Force by Force, away to defend and preſerve Religion. 
If our Force be a way to preſerve any thing at ſuch 
times, it is the worldly appendages of Religion : viz. 


.our Secular Profits, Civil Liberties, Powers, Honors, 


and other Advantages, which the Laws have conferred 
and ſettled in favor of the Truth, and given the Profeſ- 
ſorsthereof a Title to. What it can have any pretence to, 
is to guard worldy things, poſiefied by Religious Men, as 


Þ1 


they are Members of this World, as well as Profeſlors of 


Religion. - And if it come in to guard worldly things, 


it 1s an the ſcore of worldly Prudence, and 1s made uſe 


of by the: Religious, not as Religious, but as worldly wiſe. 
Tho, as to Publick Force for \redrefsof Publick Grievan- 
ces, however to the aggrieved, '\before they have tryed, 
it may ſeem-otherwile', I think it is a moſt unwiſe 
courſe : and inſtead, of preſerving what parr of thoſe 
worldly things was endangered, 1t brings all intomuch 
greater danger, and to'fecure one part, throwsaway ſe+ 
veral. Adding only: this -for 'our Recompence, that 
inſtead of loſing and ſuffering'a: little, againſt .the 
rain.of our angry. Paſſions ;. it throws us inta the fuf- 
Giriog of a great gdea} more, but in the pleaſure and pur- 
fuit of them, ILL. wIH O's 
-Bur:as to-Religion, it is rot outward , Force, but Faith 


and' Patience, Prayer'and good Praffice; which -is' the 


way to. preferve it, This'may ſeem a'Riddle in the Eye 
of worldly Wiſdom, and paſs not for the Prudence, but 


for the folly of Religious Men, _- But this /ooliſhneſs of 


God, as the. Apoſtle ſpeaks, is wiſer than men ; and this 
ſeeming weakyeſs of God, -ir;ſftronger/than any boaſted: 
force 'of wer, 1. Cor. 1.25. And when their magnified 
ways, by Humane Confidences, atidian: Arm of Fleſh, 
inſtead of preſerving, betray and undermine the Reli- 


gion they fight for, .and- theſe worldly-wiſe: are not de-. 
tivered by, as ww promiſed themſelves, but #akew in 


their mon Craſtineſs : this deſpiſed way of Faith, 'and 


Patience, 
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Patience, and good Prayers, which builds op God and not 
upon our ſelves, and which he counts wife, though they 
count fooliſh, is found not only to preſerve, but to 
promote it, and to make it: glorious and triumphant. 


Thus it did in greater: Tryals and Perſecutions, 'than - 


any God has proved his Church withal in theſe later 
Ages. And: it will ſtill have the ſame effect, to thoſe 


' who dare truſt God with Religion and themſelves, and 


allow bis Providence and Promifes, to make up to.them, 
what Humane appearances do. to Carnal Politician. 1» 
your Patience, poſſeſs ye your ſouls, or preſerve ye them, 
the word xmioz-Is ſometimes, as Mat. x. 9. noting not 
our Poſſeſſeng, but acquiring. + Per tolerantiam ſalvos 


t Adv. facietis voſmetipſos,as + Tertullian cites this place. . That is, 
Marc. I. 4- by your ſufferance or, patience, you';ſtall make your ſelves 


£C. 39, 


ſafe, ſays Chrift to: his: Diſciples, when that Patience, 
ſeemed not the way to poſleſs and preſerve, bur to ex- 
poſe them. Luke xxi. 19. He that will. ſave bis life ſhall 
loſe itz and be that will loſe.his life for wy. ſakes 'the \ſame 
ſhall ſaue is, aid he an>thoſe times, when Ment neceſii- 
ties, would make them: Hſien after all Hunan Arts and 
Devices, to'ſave themſclyes. Luke ix. 24. - In returning 
and reſt, ſball you be ſaved,- in quietneſs and confidence ſhall 
be your firength, your ſtrength is to fit ſtill, ſaid God by 
Tſai4h tothe Jews, 'when, intheir.diſtrels, they were pro- 


miſing themſelves more reliet from the unlawful aid of 


--24, 30d fromitumultuary:wayy. //. xxx, 7. 15- 
This is to:be-taken aff; indeed, from [Human ſtrengths, 
and (taid on Provideiice.: But that makes it only a greater 
tryal of Faith; -not- a.weeker .remedy-and methgd of 
relief. For when all-ts:done, the Jaſt and\beſt ſeenrity 
is. Providexce.. ; Arid the. ſureſt way ta fix that in our 
favour, is this: of Fazth and > pag : _ wor wy 

hint in perfe&: peace, whoſe; mind is ſtaied on thee, becau 
he — x/ an Tfi-xxvi, 3- And the Lord knoweth how 
to deliver. the Godly out of temptations, 'who rely on him 
by keeping in his:ways 5. and 40 reſerve the nujuſt gd 
- ; a 


"a 
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day of judgmenjyto be puniſhed 21, e, by juſt judgment 

9 1 BE "Wir ll a here, as well as erenfiery 
as it happened, 'not long after this, with the Groſticks, 
whom in the next words he deſcribes, thoſe moſt Car- 
nal Politicians, and ungodly temporizers 6f that Age, 
2 Pet.-11. 9. * : 

Certainly, + ſays S. Chry/o/Zoxe, ſpeaking of this Pre- # mil. _ 
ſcription of our Lord, which the profane Spirits of this 3477 Mit- 
Age call « Moyntebank, Receipt, or of putting on the Be zewiſe 
Manſuetude of Sheep, *and the Simplicity of Doves, when 4: Ser 3 
we are ſent out in the midſt of Wolves : certainly, ſays he fo 
as many of #s, as fhew forth the Menſnerude of Sheep, 
(ball eaſily overcome our Enemies. Tea, though innumera- 
ble Wolves compaſs #s about on every' ſide,” we ſhall be pre- 
ſerved ſafe, and get the better of them, But if, inſtead 
of continuing like Sheep among Wolves, we turn Wolves a 
our ſelves, and put on wolfiſh Natures 5 then are we like to | 
be overcame, as being left to our ſelves, For, they, the 
Shepherd withdraws his help from us, who uu and Wiches 
over the Sheep only, not over the Wolves. When thou 
turneſt thy ſelf into « Wolf, away he preſently goes, and 
leaves thee, as one that relieſt no longer on his ſtrength, 
but beginneſt to truſt to thy own, and ſuffereſt not his Power 
to be made manifeſt in thee. For when, being vexed with 
injuries, thou ſuſfereſs all "with a mild and equal mind, not 
ſtanding up to fight for thyſelf, but truſting to him to felt 
for thee : thoy attributeſt to him the whole trinmph of t 
day. But if, inſtead of ſuffering like a Sheep, thou ſhalt 
ſtand up to tear and devour like a Wolf, and go out and 
fight againſt the Enemy © by that thou' hideſt' and darkeneſt 
the glory of his Victory. —— Though this way of Sim- 
plicity and Patience, ſeem to Men the moſt nnmect to Cure, 
or Guard againſt our Perſecutors violence : yet, ſays he, 
God that knows better, what is like be effetive with Hu- 
man Nature, than Men themſelves do, knows that bold- 
weſs is not wont to be broken and extinguiſhed by —_— 

D 
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_ but by mildneſs. And of this we ſee plgjp experience in 


the holy Apoſtles.” Who, as oft as the peofof the jews roſe 


againſt them, aud. ſharpened their Teeth" upon them, imi. 
tated the Dove, as our Lord requites, and by anſwering 
them. with a. becoming mildneſs and moderation, overcame 
their Anger, extinguiſhed their Fury, and retarded their 


haſty and. violent. motions. For when they ſaid, have we 


wot charged you over and. over, that you: ſhould not teach 


. .3n this Name £ Although they conld: have wrought infinite 


7 Ibid... 


Miracles, yet they, neither ſpokg, nor. aGed any thing harſh 
aud provoking , but apologizing for themſelves with all 


mildneſs, ſaid, whether. it be juſt. to heatken to you, ra- 


ther than unto God, judge ye. | 
| Such, as that good. Father iruly-. obſerved, is the 
praſperous iffue of this courſe of Faith and. Patience. 
And that when there is nothing promiſing in Human ap- 
pearances- but all reſts on Faith in God, or reliance on 
o__—_ When the Sheep are to arm- themſelves, 
witEWMothbing but. Simplicity and - Manſuetude in the 
midſt of Wolves, what conſelation, Þ+ ſaith he, cam there 
be for thew > Only the power of him. that ſends them. 
Thangfrs this he ſets in the Fs place, loe | I ſend you — 
He that could bave made them, that, as Lions, they ſhould 
have ſtruck terror into- others ; thaught fit rather to order, 
8hat they. ſhould come as Sheep among terrifying Wolves : 
for that makes. yon. mone illuſirieuc, aud better declares my 
power and. ſirength. rorat 
This I have here faid, to note the wiſdom and. ſuc- 


| celsfylneſs of this\ way, of truſting God far Relicf, by 


keeping to- big way. of Faith and Patiexce, when his. 
Vice-Gerents Perſecute us: and not ſtepping out there- 
of into any farbidden ways, as. warlike force, in truſt 


' toan Armof Fleſh, at the ſuggeſtion of worldly Pru-- 


dence. And though this is not wiſdom, to thoſe that 


look only at Human Appearances: yet it will be found. 
fo, by thoſe that mark. events, and the Ways and _ 
, o_ 
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of Providence, *Fer God ſets himſclf againſt thisworldly 
wiſdom, . and turns it.into fooliſhneſs, to take Men off 
from truſting. in an Arm of Fleſh., ; And' ſpceds and 
roſpers; this other. method of ſpiritual - Wiſdom, by 
leprney of Succeſs, and 1nviſible_interpoſitions, and 
turns. and ways never thought of till brought to paſs; 


19 


to call_us all to rely on Providence, whilſt, by con- + 


figing our. ſelves to his ways, we place; our Faith and 
Truſt ip himſelf, as they who pleaſe may find mare large- 


| lydiſcourled, in a Treatiſe of Chriſtian Prudence, Ch.8. 


"Thus, is Religion to be. preſerved, by Faith, :and - 


Patience, and, Spiritual Methods; and'net by. Force.: 
it cannot be taken by Force, and ſo. needs.not. bekept 


” 


Nay, inſtead of being preſerved;by Horcs, it.isim- 


whilſt it ſecks to;preſerve: the Shell, .. it.conſumes the 


the very Heart of it. SS, Me 

For Religion it ſelf, lies mightily in-Love and Benefi- 
cence: He that loves. another hath fulfilled the law,Rom:x1ii. 
10. A new commandment-l give wnto you, that ye lowe 
one another, Joh,ait. 4- And | crak ſhall all men know 
that ys care my Diſciples, if ye have love one to:excther, 


| verſ: 35; \But, inſtead of Love and Benificence 3. Wars 


and Fightings lye all. io avgry paſſions, and doing _miſ- 
chief. It, is ſhownin forgiving; "that, .in avenging Ioju- 
ries, It, in doing good for 11] ; that, in doing all the 
2111 men-can. It, in mourning, with thoſe that mourn, 
and rejoycing, with thoſe that rejoyce : that, in mourn- 
wg for the Mirth,” and rejoycing over the Cab: 5d 
| D 2 rie 


paired thereby, "when it.is uſed in its behalf. _They are 
much deceived, that fanfſie War will do good :to:Reli- . - 
gion. Inſtead of that, . the. foxce and fighting of Reli- 
gious Men, .arethegreateſt violence toReligion, Tho, it 
ets by the Force it ſuffers, it loks mightily bythe Force 
t uſes; When Force gets within it, .and mixes, with .it, 


Kernel, and pretending to Guard the Body, it eats.out 


20 


_ counting all it can take its own, and Spoil and Rapine, - 


mote'it (elf, or: 
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Grief of others. It,' in loving our Neighbour; as our 


ſelves; yea, our Enemies that hate us, tho without a 
cauſe; or, our Petſecutors, that hate us for the beſt 
things: but that, in' hating and. perſecuting all as Ene- 
mies, having no regard to good or il}, Relations'or 
Strangers, Friends or Foes. . That, is tender of all the 
Things and Rights, both of God and Men : this of nei- 
ther, ſparing neither. things ſacred-nor profahe', and 


Waſte and Devaſtation, no wrong. ' That, is for ſaving 
of Lives, 'in'regard to. community, of - Natures, .and re- 
verence'to Gods Image: this, for deſtroying them. By 
theſe, ahd mary more' that might be added, it appears 
how. Religion is calculated for a ſtate of Peace : ſo that 
whenlſoever War burfts out, and'is put in practice, the 

eater-part'of its Duties are'under ſuſpenſion, and ſuf. 
fer Violence. I do not fay it forbids all Wars: 'in 
compliance: with the ſtate and neceffitices of this World, 


-on juſt and great Cauſes,” it connives and gives way to 


them.”* But this it doth by no means, as a way to pro- 
vance,the obfervance of its Rules, 
which are in ſo gteat meaſure no Rules at all, whilſt 
War reigns.. ” And therefote what it doth in this caſe, 
is only co tolerate it: it. allows, but it doth not en- 


_— or perſuade to it, 
Beiides, 


efides, as the Liberties of War run counter to fo 

t a body of its Rules; ſo, in time of War, 'there 

1s alſo the uſual reſtraint taken off, and impunity added 
to all Wickedneſs. They are, too! often;}then moft in 
power, who are better Soldiers,thari Chriſtians; and 
have the leaft ſenſe of Religion'and Conſcience. Then 
2 ſhole of irretigious Tempers, as Pride, Infolence, Ha- 
ered, Uncompa tenefs, Anger, Revenge, .Cove. 
rouſneſs, Ambition, Negledt of the things of God and 
Religion, or open profanation of them: 1n a word, all 
vicious and corrupt Paſſions are fuperinduced upon _ 
| | minds 
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minds of men, which-are-a revival of the old man, 
and moſt oppoſite to the very life and defign- of true 
Religion. So that Religion it ſelf, 1s not like to have 
any good, more than the civil State 1s, by Wars. Irs 
Profeſſors, will in 'the end be worſe by it, in their Re-/ 
 ligion, as. well as 1n their Fortunes, They will come 
out, more oppoſite to God, and the Temper of Saints, 
and ſo be worſe Chriftians. _ - 
Yea,. not-only as to-its moral. PraGice; but even as 
to Orthodoxy of Profeſſzon, and Purity of Worſhip, Reli- 
gion, inſtead of being reform'd. and amended, by the 
juſt Judgment of God, and the natural. courſe of hue - 
mane Paſſions, is too oft made a great deal worſe, by 
warring; againſt. our Governors. | A ſpiritual-defeQion 
many Times accompanies a: civil one 3 as the. 1/raclites, 
with Jeroboar, fell off from God to the Calves, when 
: they had revolted from the houſe of Solomon. And in our 
4 late long civil Wars, when they rebell'd for 'Religion, by 
4 Rebellion againſt the: King, was-a ſtrange defection in- ' 
troduced from Chriſtianity 3 || ſome throwing out the |/i« Ed 
Articles of Faith ; ſome, all the ten Commandments; ome, G;,.2n, 
the holy Scriptures; ſome, the calling, and office: of Mi- pare 1. Ep. 
ziſters; ſome, their Tythes and Maintenance ; ſome, the P*4icar. 
Lords Supper ; others, Baptiſm, and all Ordinances, In 
a word, among one or other of the SeFs, Religion, in- 
ſtead of thriving and increating, moſt lamentably fuffer- 
. ing in its molt z-porraut Articles, in the very eſſential 
and conſtituent marks, and the viſible face and external 
appearance of Chriſts boly Church. 
Such, in reality”, is the difference between our fuf- 
ſering others Force in Perſecutions, and our uſing Force 
our felves, by liſting Armies for Religion againſt, our 
perſecuting Rulers. We may practiſe all the parts of 
Religion, whilſt they are forcing us 3 ſeveral, that bave 
no place in external] peace and quietneſsz and-all, with 
more perfection-and honor than at other times: ſo that 
| | in 


"22 'Of the Unlawſulneſ of taking Arun againſt the Supreme Power, 


in ſuffering the force -of Perſecutors, Religion it (elf 
gets, whatever elſe loſes; and its Rules, have more true 


and tryed, more 'perfe& and triumphant Obſervance, 


than they could have otherwiſe. But when we come 
to uſe force qur ſelves, to defend Religion againſt .our 
perſecuting. Governors; in this time of force, we lay 
aſide the-greater part of ics Rules, and give a looſe to 


all degenerate and vicious Termpers, utterly oppoſite 


to its habits: ſo that, whatever elſe gets, it loſes. 


And therefore in-fpiritual Wiſdom, which wiſely ſeeks 


_the growth of religious tempers on the minds of men, 
and the- advancement of Fhith and-good Practice ; Re- 
ligion 4s not to-be defended, or preſerved, by our ta- 
king Arms againſt its and 'our Perſecutors. It would: 
live and thrive, :be preferved and proſfper'd, by 'our 
faffering : but, when to preſerve thuſe mundane Pri- 
vileges which are tack'd to it, we go to War, it isfure 
ro be worſted by our fighting. Feſws-Chriſt, who pre- 
 fſcrib'd it, is (tiled, not: the Lord 'of Hoſts, or God of 
Battels, but the Prince 'of Peace : and the Goſpel, which 
contains it, is the Goſpel of Peace. So, *tis our kee 
ing Quiet, not runaing to Arms, that beſt ſuits it, and 
mult do it good. | 


2 


Oo the Unlawfulreſs of taking Arms againſt the Supreme 
Power, in defence of the Laws, and Legal Rights, and 


Liberties. RR Fe 25 
CH AP. IL. 
That the SubjeFs of the Empire had legal Rights. 


T TAving ſaid thus much, to ſhew men how far their 
: arming - againft their lawtul Sovereigns is from 
Hoing any good to Religion: I now proceed in the next 
Place to:ſhew, that Religion's being backd by Law, and 
exade a civil Right, will by no means juſtifie them in ſo 
doing. _. Their 
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in Defence of Laws, and Legal Rights aud Liberties: 2J 
Their Plea is, That the Scripture Precepts, of Obedi-- 
ence, and Submiſſion, and not-reſiſting higher Powers, but 
bearing croſſes under them ; were not deſign'd for Sufferers 
in all caſes, but only for Sufferers according to Laws. They 
forbid all liberty of refi{ting, not abſolutely,. ſay |) they, || See tbe 


Authors 


to every man: but to him only, that has the Laws againſt, 
himz or, who ſuffers under a Prince, whoſe Will is his A 
Law, and without any Law to cover- him. But, where 
men ſuffer in their civil Rights; or, where Religion 
ſuffers, that ſtands by Law, and is taken into the Sub- 
zeds civil Properties z eſpecially where they ſuffer an in- 
vaſion of moſt important Rights, or a breach upon the- 
Conſtitution it felf: thoſe Precepts, they ſay, forbid 
. nor Reſiſtance in ſuch caſes, nor were they given, 'or 
intended for any ſuch Sufferers, And tho the nature 
of Religion will not, yet the nature of civil -Right,. 
*they think will authorize men, notwithſtanding. thoſe 
Goſpel Injunctions, to. arm: in defence thereof. Gn} 
I take this.to be a great, and moſt lamentable perver- 
fion of thoſe Goſpel Precepts, which were given to men- 
that had legal Rights, and ſuffer'd the moſt illegal*in- 
valions of them. And to clear this point, F ſhall en-- 
deavour to ſhew, how under the moſt heinous aad no- 
torious'Tnvaſions, that oppreflive Sovereigns have made 
ypon Laws and Rights; God has ſtill calld Subjects to- 
this Non-Reliltance, And how ſach Invaſions gave no. 
exemptions therefrom, either to the Chriſtiazs, under 
the perſecuting Emperors; nor to the Fews, under their- 
Kings; nor is allow'd to exempt 4s, by our own Laws, 
Nay, if. this plea, of deferſebleneſs of legal Rights, can: 
exempt us: I think it will be found, that a like” defen- 
fiblencſs of natural Rights, would as well exempt all. 
other Subjects, and ſo leave no ſuch duty. in the World, 
as Paſſzve Obedience. There being as good Authority, . 
to defend our natural Rights this way, againſt perſecu- 
ting Laws; as there is to defend any legal Rights, againſt: 
legal Perſecutors. | Firſt; . 
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Firſt,” I ſhall ſhew this of the Chriſtians, under the Re» 

man Emperors. And this I ſhall endeavour to do, with 
the more exaCneſs ; the Goſpel Precepts, of Submiſfi- 

on and Non-Reſiftance, being, by our Lord and his 

Apoſtles, moſt indifpenſably injoyn'd, and afterwards, 

during all the ten Perſecutions, moſt carefully and 

ſtriatly prattiſed, under their Invaſtons. | | 

Firſt, to clear this point I obſerve, that there was a 

great, and moſt notorious Invaſion. of Rights and Li- 

berties, when yet the Authoricy was own'd, and Non- 

reſiſtance and Allegiance injoyn'd, - by Chriſt and. bis 

Apoſtles. TA | 

The Imperial Power became a legal Conſtitution, and. 

was ſetled by Law upon Argyſi#s, by 'the Senate and 

People themſelves. His Country gave up the Care and 

Authority of the whole Empire to him, that for his Life 
he ſhould have the power both of Peace and War, fays* 
* Strabo. This was, when in a ſet ſpeech in free and open 

fin. Senate, he offered ts reſtore and give up all the Power 

+ Lib. 53. into their hands, both Arms, Laws, and Provinces, as + 

Dio reports. They had paſſed through a long ſeries of 

civil Miſeries and Diſtra&tions, through the Factions 

and bloody Wars of the great men, that appeared now 

plainly unavoidable under the popular form. And be- 

ing made ſenfible thereby, of the great inconveniency 

of their former popular State, and of the Sweetneſs of 

that Eaſe and Quietneſs, which all experienced under 

his Government : they all pray'd him with many words, 

{ b. L 53. laying before him many Arguments, as the fame || Dio 

relates, that he would take the Empire, which he offer'd 

- to reſtore back to them, «pox himſelf alon?. And: thas, 

adds he, was all the' power of Senate and People trans- 

ferr'd upon Auguſtus, and confirmea to him by themſelves. 

The Emperors, as he farther notes to this purpole, re- 

ceived all the Power of the whole Commonwealth, by means 

of thoſe Names, of Conſul, © Proconſul, Imperator, of the 

| Pontifical 


* Geog. 
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Pontifical, and Tribunitial Powers, 8c, which were uſed 
ir the popular State, and which they now aſſume according 
#0 the Laws. — taking the Names, together with the Powers 
of the former Magiſtrates, upon themſelves, that they may 
20t ſee to. hold theme by Force, but by the Laws. Thus, 
according to this noble Hiſtorian, did the Imperial 
Power become the legal Conſtitution and Government 


of the Roman Empire. 
Law or Lex Regia, a Law paſt, as Juſti- 
ian * declares, «bout the Authority of the 
Emperor, whereby the People conferred 


upon hin all their Power, and whence 5 


his Placita (as well as any Leges, Ple- 
biſcita, Senatuſconſulta, &c. in their Law 
Books,) ſhould have the force of Law. This 
Law. gave him alſo the Prerogatives f 
of calling and holding Senates, of making 
Leagues and Alliances, of aFing whatſo- 
ever he ſhould think of uſe to the Com- 
 monwealth, or for the majeſty of humane 
41d divine things, with other particular 


Powers mention'd jn a Fragment thereof | 


upon its. renewall to Veſpaſiar, ſtill ex- 
tant in an [»ſcription on || a Brazen Ta- 
ble in the Lateran at Rome. 


And. this was by the Royal 


* Sed & quod princips pla- 
cuit Legis habet wigorem : 
quum Lege Regia gue de ejus 
amperio lata eſt, populus ery 
in eum, omne amperium 
ſuum © poteſtatem concedat. 
Inſtit. 1. x. tit. 2. 6. 


f Fedufve cum quibus vo- 
let facere liceat'— utique es 
ſenatum habere, relationem fa- 
cere, &c. Utique quecungque 
ex uſu reipublice, Majeſtate 
Divmarum, humanarum, pub- 
licarum, privatarumque rerum 
eſſe conf bir, es agere facere 
jus poteſt aſque ſit, ita ut Divo 
Auguſto, Tiberio &c. fuit. 


| Apud Jan. Gruterum In- 
ſeripe. Antiqu. p. 242. & In» 
ſcript. de Ceſar. Suetenio 4n- 
nexis Ed. Ox. ſub Veſpaſ. nu. 10. 


But after the ercCion, of the Empire, and making it, 
as by the Lex Regia it begun to be in Azgaſins, a 
legal Eftabliſhment ; ſeveral Powers ſtill remain'd-inthe * 


People and Senate. 


Publick, buſineſs, and the chief of his 


| private alſo, were treated of by the Senate, The Conſuls, 
and the Pretors too, retain'd their Figure. The leſſer 
Magiſtrates likewiſe, exerciſed each their ſeveral Powers ; 
2 and the Laws, bating only in Queſtions of Treaſon, were 
Z 72 good uſe,* ſays Tacitus of the Empire, as it had ſtood * 4nma!. 


&d eam diem, viz. till the ninth year, or thro all the be 


[.4. p. 190, 
-Ig91. Ed. 


. days of Tiberius. The Senators and the Magiſtrates, _ Gryphii. 


01 


£6 Of the Onlaufulneſs of takivg Arms ag amt the Sapreme Power, 
both their wntient' Majeſy, and Anthority preſerved to them, 
And before then were brought, both the matter. of Cuſfons 
and Monopobies, of raiſing and didbanding Soltiers, of 
continuing Commanders, or nominating then for eXtraorcs- 
nary Wars, und. of dnfweting the Letters and Anmbaſſadcrs 
tr Tiber. of Kinzs, 4 ſays Swetonima, of the way and adminiſtra- 
© 3% tion of the Emperor, in the days of that Prince. By _ 
(| D:21:53- the || Trihunitial Power, the Emperor, thdeed, tonld in- 
terpoſe, and, when he ſaw fir, with power of Negative | 
_ F<-31, ſtop arty matters. Tho here alſo, + Sweromize notes the {5 
vid © Temper and Moderation of Tiberins ih his youd years, | 
— ſuſſering, avrd that without complaint , ſore things to be 
carried in the Senate, againſt his Mind and Suffrage. 
Albeit, in moſt things, either about Met or Money, # 
or whatever elſe, wherein they 'were to refer to #he Se Y 
nate, the Emperors, baving ſuch height of power in #7 
themfelves, found the Senators very obfequious. But 
the Emperors, not content with this original Power, 
*/Princi- tho * mighty free and large indeed, as Tiberius tells the 
pem quem Sete 'who had confer d 'it :- ſtill ſought one after another, * 
":.:m to ſtretch the Twperial Prerogative more and more, till 7: 
Libera pe- by degrees they had ſwallowed up moft of that, which, 
meg by the allowance of 'the Zex Regia, at firſt remain'd, C 
Senatus ” of the Powers and Prerogatives of the People and 
ſervire de- Senate. | an” | 
Fere.C.29- Nay, not content-thus to incroach, on -all that ſeem- 
ed to carry any competition in poirt vf Power : when fr 
they had taken from them, almoſt all the Authority of al 
Governors, they would not permit 'them to reſt ſafe in th: 
the Rights and Immunities of SubjeFs, or keep in their" 5 
Adminiſtration, to the own Laws and Juſtice of the | 
Empire. For they were very heinous and notorious | 
- Invaders, of the Lives and Properties of the Romare # 
Subjefs, and thoſe too. of higheft Dignity : as tay | 
appear to any, that will read the Lives of Tiberias, Ca- } 
. ligula, Clandims, Nero, who ſway'd all in the days of } 
*F Orift and his Apoſiles. But % 


in Defence of Laws, and Fegat Rights and Literties. 7 
- But what ſay #be Prince, and the Preachers of the 
| © Gaſpel of Peace, to the SubjeCts of the Empire, under 
thete Invaders of Rights and Properties, or Raviſhers 
of Liberties, ag the phraſe of ſame now is? Render to 
Ceſar the things which are Ceſars, ſays our Saviour to 
the Jews under Tiberizs, towards the end of his Reign, 
and in bis wor? times. Mat. xxit. 21. Whoever reſi s, 
| reſiſts the ordinance of God, and ſhall receive damnation. 
Wherefore ye muſs needs be ſubje@, not only for wrath, 
3 but alſo for conſcience ſake, ſays S. Pal to thoſe at Rome, 
Rom. xii. 2. 5. And ſubmit for the Lords ſake to every 
ordinance of man, whether to the King as ſupreme, or to 
Governors, who are ſent by him, tays S. Peter to the ſiran- 
gers or converted Jews, thro Pontas, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Aſia, and thoſe. parts. 1 Pet. 11. 13, 14. - And this charge 
he laid on them, and was inſtant in it, when their Coun- 
trymen were buſily meditating a Revolt, which was 
abetted by thoſe in the Provinces, as well as aGed by 
thoſe 'in Fudea, as * Dio ſays ; and that from under Nero, * L. 66. 
the worſt of invading Tyravts, and wonfter of men; this, 
Epiſile being writ, as Dr. } Lightfoot pn parvres, in the f Hem. 
| eleventh year of Nero, when the Jews had begun thoſs of New 
Commotions, the faftiows ſpirits bad been ſo long dri- an. Ner. 
wing on, it being the || year before (afar Gale laid ffege ?1-Chriſti 
t0 Jeruſalem, which a few years after was takez and de- Itoh de 
ſtroyd by Yeſpaſear. | Bell. 1. 2, 
Theſe were the Rules of Chriſtian Subje&ion, under © 24 
all the aforeſaid Emperors, whereby the Chriſtians: of 
that, and of the enſuing Ages, were to govern them(ſclves, 
And. theſe, do not teach taking up Arms againſt inva- 
ding Princes; but paſſive Obedience or Non-refiſtance 
under them. And that at 2 time, when the invaſion of 
Rights, was moſt ctying and notorious 3 and in the ten- 
dereſt points, both of Life, Power, and Fortunes. And 
3 when they had not Som the nature of Right to plead, 
ol ; = implying a power, as ſome ſay now, of forcible De- 
"y E 2 2 fence 


Wy 8 owe um,” 
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23 Of the Unlawfulneſs of taking Arms again the Supreme Power, 


fence even againſt the Prince himſelf, ſhould he offer 
to infringe it.' But when alſo, || ſays the Paſtoral Letter, 
( tho 1 think the Lex Regia and the ereQion of the Em- 
pire, had taken the force of that off ) they had the 
Lex Valeria or Valerian Law to ſecure - thoſe Rights. 
That is, a Law of Palerizs, from this, and other ſuch 
like Laws pafſed in his Conſulſbip, firnamed P»blicola, as 
* Dec. 1. * Livy ſays: who, upon the Expulſion of the Kings, and 
<7; x Change of Government to a popular ſtate, + enacted,” That 
Paulum 7 


{P. 11. 


For where are the Croſſes, what place for Patience, or 
what provocation to Reſiſtance, under the Maintainers 
of Rights or righteous Rulers? There is difference be- 
tween the Patience and Non-reſiſtance of Criminals, 
and the Patience and 'Non-refiſtance of Chriſtians. 
That is, when they ſuffer according to Right 3 this, 
when againſt Right: that, when they ſuffer for ill; 
this, when for good and rewardable things. If, when 
ye ſuffer for your faults, ye take that patiently, what glory 
is it to you? But, if when ye do well, and. ſuffer for it, ye 
take it patiently, that #s acceptable with God. 1 Pet. 1. 
19, 20. So that to pretend we are for Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, and yet, not to be for ſuffering, bur reſiſting , 
when our Rights are invaded; ſeems as much as to 
ſay, we are always for it, but when we are call'd to uſe 
it. Good Kings; will not puniſh, but reward good men 
and well-doers ; and that will afford, but very little 
tryal of their Paſſive Obedience, | : 
Under the Succeſſors of theſe Emperors, the Perſecuti- * 
ons of the Chriſtians, were carried on (till by the breach ? 
of Rights. Not only the Rights of God, and Religi- ; 
On : as all their Perſecutions, were a reverle of gy = 
| ers, 


LIMI 


in Defence of Laws, and Legal Rights and Liberties. 29 


ders, and uſurping a Power to puniſh and torment his 
ſervants, for obeying him.” But by a breach of the Rzghts 
of the Empire too. _ ; | 
To clear this I obſerve, that though the Roman Em- 

peror, had a very large and extenſive Power, much 

wider than is injoyed by our Kings, and as abſolute by 

the Lex Regza, as could well conſiſt with the Goverament 

of a Free People : yet was this Imperial Power, to be ad- 
miniſtred by ſtated Laws, and to conſiſt with popular 
freedoms aud immunities. a Ns 5s | 

In ſeveral things, the Emperor was bound up to the conr- 

ſent of, the SubjeF, not having a plenary Power to act 

alone, without the concurrence of the Senate. Such was 

the Conſecrating of any new God ; which, as + Tertullian + Apol.p, 
notes, was not to be done, »7ſt 4 Senatu probate, without 5: © 3- 
the approbation of the Senate. On which account, though 

on the credit of Letters he received out of Paleſtine declaring 

his Divinity, Tiberius was for it; and brought it into the 
Senate, as that Father oblerves, with the prerogative of 

his Suffrage < yet, the Senate refuſing, our Saviour. Chriſt 

was not admitted into the LiSt of the Roman Deities, To. 

ſay nothing now, how, by the Original Conſtitution, 

he was to-bring before them ſeveral. great matters of 

State, as, about raiſing Taxes, and Soldiers, and an- 
ſwering Ambaſſadors, and the hike, as I obſerved before. 

Such alſo was that Creation of Magiſtrates, referved at 

firſt [|by the Lex Regia to the Senate |, eitromum 
and People, (the Emperor, as Head of Perefeor” root "x 
__ Senate, giving his Suffrage,) which gs = —_— 
Tiberizs firſt + took away from the People ily. "6—oamanY 
18 the A onbty of rec Riverton to - _ pings nt 
{train it to the Senators, as is obſerved : 7 c0rum CO _ 
by Tacitus and which Caligula was af-. Jour. infeript. Tab Lateran. 


terwards for reſtoring to them, as we axe. Þ Tum primum & campo cs- 

. : mitia ad Patres tranſlata 
told by ] Suetonins. ſunt. Nam ad eam diem, etfs.. 
potiſſima arbitrio Prinzipis, quedam tamen ſtudiss tribuum fiebant. Tacit. An. l 1+ p.29. 
Ed. Gryph. [In Calig, c. 16. The 


» 


% 


40 The Subjefts of the Empire had Legal Rights. 
The \Imperial Power was Eſtabliſhed by Law in Au. 
... gnftus, on his Speech to deliver it up to the Senate and 
People, as I ſhewed before. > And cannotbe thought to 
have been ſuch a Power, as ſhould ſet afide all their Laws, 
fince in that very Speech he exhorted them firmly to re- 
| tain, and make no change in their received Laws, as Dis 

Lib. 53. || ſays. | | 
And after it was ſet up, to profeſs and bear out their 
Liberties as Free Subjeds, and their not coming thereby 
into a ſtate of Servitude, or ſubje&ion to mere Will and 
Diſcretion as the Emperors Slaves, the Rowans would 
Þ Suet. in not give, nor the Emperors, as +. Auguſtus, || Tiberius, &c. 
Ang.-53- receive or admit the Title of Dozrini bur of Principes, 
yin not be tiled Lords, but Princes. They had erefted an 
Imperial Sovereignty, which ſhould proceed according 
to Roman Laws and Liberties : and ſo would not look 
upon their Empire, as a Regality, which in their ordi- 
nary account ſpoke a Government more abſoJute, and 
inconſiſtent with Popular Rights and immunities. So 
in Caliguls, who was for wearing the Regal Djadem, 
fn Calig. + $yetoxins taxes it as an high enormity, that be waz for 
&+ 2% changing the Faſhion of a Principality,into that of a Regaliy. 
Nay, the Law it {elf declares the Imperial Power, to 
be a limited Power, on ce = by "ag Fyv with 
BAR ge 2... Tegard to Legal Liberties. is 4 voice 
Be nfo diem worthy of the Majeſty of one that Reigus, 
Je Principem profiteri. Cod. yo profeſs himſelf tied to go by Laws, ſays 
Ld os Bengt - the Roman Law. And again, + Nothing 
perii eft, quam Legibus vive- 15 ſo much the Property of Empire, as to 
xe. Cod. lib. 6. Tit. 23. de Jive and go by the Laws. Apreeable to 
6 + which, is the ſaying of Socrates, who, 
from bis being an Advocate, was ſtiled Scholafticus : who 
ſays of Maxentizs's illegal outrage, killing withont Pro- 
ceſs, and otherwiſe illegally opprefiing the Roxas by a 
Yoke of 7yrannical Servitude , that it was treating there 
in the way of « Tyrant, not of a Roman 


1X8 wa xney 1 Bamnai- 


T 
#3 Yap 2G xz] ww, Soc, Hiſt, Eccl. lib, i, c. 2. 


Emperor. 
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The Subjefts of Mhe Empire. bod Legal RophR; | _ 
Emperor. And thatalld of Tertmiliar, well skilled like- | Hee im- 


perium, 


wiſe in the Roman Laws, who rells the Illegally oppreſ Chor 


ſive Mayiſtrates and "Grandees of Rome, + This: Em niftrs e 
pire, whereof you are the Miniſters, is 4 Civit or Politrch, ftes Civi- 


viz. as proceeding by Laws and Right : 
#1141101, wherein all-is leſs to- the Luſt of thoſe that Domina- 


" 


% 


20 mihiſter it. 


. IS, NOR 
not a 7yranical 5,,,,.... 


Fo eſt. A- 


The Power of the Emperor, Was a Complex thing ; [—_ 
integrated of the Conſhlar, and Preconfſmar, the Tribuni- 
tian, the Cenſoriin, the Imperutorian, the Pontifical, and 
other Bratiches, whertihto the Power and Polity was 
divided, under the Democracy or Common] Wealth. All 
thefe Powers, faith || Dio, as they were by Law Bſtabliſhed || mere 


in the Democracy, do the Emperors take to themſelves, to- a0 
gether with the names, tha they may appear to have nothing, ria; &c. 


) & Tis 
KP 


but what is freely yiven to them, ———and to bold\ them, _ & 53. 


»0t'by Force, but from the Laws. 


' Now all theſe, were Legal Powers, atid to be admi- * 


niftred according to the direftion of the $7arding Ro- 


man Laws. + As the Mayiftrates are to 
Role the People, ſo are the Laws to Rale 
them, ſays Cicero. || They are bouindlt0 yo 


by Laws, fays he apam, And the bettes- 


to fecure their. maintenance of Laws, 
they took an Oath to proceed by them; 


thereof. The Judges muſt obſerve "the 
Laws, being obliged' by Law to fwear they 
will lo ſo, before they can take their place 
in Court, as + he elfewhere obferves. 


The Foundation of the Roman Liberties, 


ſays || he, was laid on this, that they 
were Maſters and Diſpofers of their 
own Rights, And thele Rights, they 
could not be deprived of -by Will 
and Pleafare, but. by Judicial Proceſs, 


. giſtratus, , ita 


82. 


T Ut -Populd. preſunt ma- 
; g1ſtratibus 
Leges.  Cic. de Legib. lib. 3. 
Imt1o. .. »J <v23 - 

{| 12/7 Legibus teneantur. id. 
Orat. 8. Jhe eft in Verrem; 


1. 3. in fine.” 


when inſtrufted: - with the Dxecurtton © - 


+ Judice, qui ex Lege ju- 
rats judicatis, Legibus obtems 
perare Debetis. 1. 1. De In-- 
wventione. $. 60. fo called ju- 
ratorum hominum'Orat. 5. be- 
cauſe jurare in Lepem gudicas = 
erri /Nebant, -Gothofred. Not. 
in loc, 


- "ff Hee ſunt furndaments fire 


miſſima neſtre Libertatis, ſus: 


guemque jurts, & retinenah, . 


& Dimittendi, eſſe. Dominum... 
Orat; 35: pro Cornel, Balbe. 


+- This 


. . Juaad Pontif. 


32. The Subjefts of the Empive had Legal Rights. 
+ Hoe nobis ofſe 2 be * t This we _ _— from our Aunce- 
outlg; wrl 8 +14 ern d this is the Propert 
raditum, hoc eſſe denique pro- ſtors, an Da, P ly of a ce 
tf bo nie ev; thet nothing flat be Smkatited Fore 


preum Libere civitatis, ut ni- 


 _ bil decapite civis, aut de bows, the Lives or Goods of any Citizens, with. 


| " powey roger —_— out Judgment or. Sentence firſt .paſsd, ei- 
\conſtituri judices fint, defrabi ther by. the Senate, or Peop e, or others, 
Poſſir. Id. Orat. 29. Pro Domo who, in any matter, are the (CPabliſted 
Judges. Which Judges, in paſling thoſe 

Sentences or Awards about them, were bound, as he 

-has told us, to proceed by the known and ſtated Laws. 

And therefore when the Emperors received all theſe 

Powers, as Conſular, Proconſular, Tribunitial, &c. they 
received' ſuch Powers, as were under the Regulation 

of Laws. And accordingly Dzo, ſpeaking of that Plexz- 

tude of Power carried in the forewentjion'a Titles, where. 
*[3b.53. by they had Authority, as * he ſays, to raiſe men and mo- 
ney, to make Peace and War, &c. yea, to put to death, even 
Kinichts and Senators themſelves, and that within the Ps- 
#1erinm or Precinas of the City : notes, that this was 

now lawful for them, in like ſort, and under like Regu- 

| lation only,-as before it had been lawful for the former 
+26id.' Magiſtrates. They may by Law do el] theſe things, + ſaith 
he, and all other things, which it was before lawful for the 
Conſuls, and other Magiſtrates, that had full power, to do. 

| ey were-Sacro-ſan@#, indeed, as he there ſays, and 

ſo without Proceſs, could ſlay any Man ws eva, 4s a Pi- 

acle or Devotum Caput, that hurt them either in word or 


deed. But this was a privilege under the Regulation of 


Laws, not ſuperſeding Proceſs in ordinary 'courſe of 
Juſtice, but only in eaſe of Violence to their own per. 

_ ' {fons; and had formerly appertain'd to the Tribures, (as 
now from them it muſt to the Emperors, fince on them 
the Tribunitial Power was devolved,) whilſt the Lawsare 
allow'd to have been in force, and the ordinary courſe 
of Adminiſtration to have been according to them. It 
being ftood upon by the Commons, and per ſacratant _ 
J 


þ be lawſul for any one to kill him. 


The Subjetts of the Empire had Legal Rights. 33 
by the ſacred T.aw eftabliſh'd, as || Livy ſays, at the fr| 357 
pets of the Ts Plebis, Rh 5 hs "ould e T ; TE : 
croſan#i Magiſtratus, a Sacroſan®# Magiſtracy. That is, 
ſuch as no man; could violate, but the _ ' pp 
Sacrata Lex did * ſacrare caput cum bonis, * Sacroſanfum - [+ _— = 
| pane, cum cafut ejus, ur 
as the ſame Livy + ſays was decreed a- trafacit, conſecratur. Cicero 
gainſt the Aﬀe@ers of Empire by the po- pro Cornel. Balbo Orat. 35- 
pular Law of Valerius 3 viz. || Curſed bins * 7514. lib. 2. 
to Hell as a Devoted man, ſo that it might | #4 Macrob.Sar.l 3 G7. 
P. 319, 320- | 
They were alſo looſe from the Laws. Niu 98 5 | 

rol, + ſays Dio, - | wr Legibus row} faith #i52-592- 
the f Law. That is, they were looſed from al ſuch Laws f Dae 
of the popular State, as. were againſt Monarchy, and incon-1,,,, © 

ſtent with their /-perial Sovereignty : but not from thoſe 
Laws, which concern'd it in all the parts thereof, and - 
ordered how each of them ſhould be adminiſtred. . So 
in one Claufe of the Lex Regza ir ſelf, as it is in the 
forecited Lateran Table, as on the one BE 
hand it is decreed, that * From what Do Urique quibus Legibus, 
Laws, and Plebiſcita, it was ordained, that on Fon fave, 
the Emperors Auguſtus, Tiberius, and rentur; iis Legibus, plebiſque 
Claudius, ſhowld be looſed; from thoſe Laws *jirh: I"? Col-Velpafionu ſo 
aud Plebiſcita, let the Emperor Veſpaſian Lee, awrr® apy Diva's 
be looſed. So is it decreed on the other, £*/tum &c. facere rent, ea 
that What things fever, by what Law or 019" it Cal: Velpafians fa- 
Asking ſoever, the Emperors Auguſtus, 
Tiberius, ad Claudius [ facere oportuit ] was bound to 
dos let it be lawful [ facere liceat ] for the Emperor Ve- 
ſpaſian zo do them al, It puts liceat in Veſpaſian's Caſe, 
for oportuit in Anguſtus's, &-c. for Deference and Reſpetts 
lake 5 and to note, that, tho equally bound as they ; 
yet if he fail'd, he was not under Coercion, or by.any 
Superior compellable thereto. PN ETNRY © ge 
5 Or, the Emperors were looſe ix reſpeF of other Laws, 
Z from the Reſtraint thereby as Subjedts, in their private 
7 | F ; attions. 


34 The Subjefts of the Empire had Fegal Rights. 
aZions. To this, I think, that Rule, of Princeps Legs- 
bus folutus eft, refers. And therefore in that Law it is 


declared, not only to be'the Privilege of the Emperors, 


aa E,"" VE OE communicable by them to the 
- wary fl - og gg Empereſſes. * The Prince is looſe from the 


eſt, Anguſta autem, licet le- 


gibus ſoluta non eſt, Principes Laws. Bat the Empereſs, tho ſhe is not- 


tamen eadem ' ills Privilegia . | | . 
tribuunt, que ipfi habent. Lib.1. rcgge + _ the _ get ro Oo At 
Dig. Tit. 3. L 31. er the ſame Privileges which they have 


F'— Experian quid conceds- z,,e, when not allowd by Law + within 
Quorum, Flaminia tegitux cimis the- City : yet, Imperatores, &* Vireines 
argue Latina. : PVeſte, quia Legibus non tenentur, in Ci- 

£4. A Mitt eifate habebunt ſepulchra; The Emperors, 

and Veſtal Virgins, being they are not- bound by the Laws, 

[ad En. ſhalt have their Sepulchres in the City, || ſays Servixe. Or, 
oh their looſe from Laws, was from the puniſhments of Laws, 
or not being coercible by their Penalties. Thus Harme- 


20pulus expounds it,” by apmoas vs 192g Cemy, 1. ©: The 


Prince is looſe from the Laws, ' becauſe not puniſhable by any 
- on Farth when he breaks\ them. And ſoas* Grotizs ob- 
* Flornſerves,. doth''S. Ambroſe too, who had-been a Judge of 


Sparſlo the Empire, in his Apologia 'Davidis.” Rex ntique erat - 


A655" he, i. e. He was a King, and ſo not bound by the Laws, 

| becauſe Kings are free fiom the bond of their offences. For 

they cannot be called to puniſhment by any humane Laws, 

being ſecure by the Authority of Empire. . - 2 
+. Ex im- But tho thus loofed, frem the dire& Authority and- 
pans Reſtraint of Laws, in their private ACtions; yet were 
— the Emperors tyed to Laws, as well as others, and to- 
peratorem have only what the Law gave them, in any claims of: 
ad0%g: Rights and Properties. t-If the Teſtament is imperfe@, 
dicare poſe and not valid, the Emperor bimſelf cannot claim the In- 
ſe ſep* heritanee thereby, as has often been determined, ſays the 
_ Law. Tho looſe from all Coercion, and ſuffering pu-- 


Cod.lib.6. niſhment-by them; as SubjeQs : yet were they not looſe 


Ti23-0 from the tye, of adminiſtring. by them, as- Rulers; ie- 
44 WY being - | 


L > . 


themſehves. Thus, as to place of Sepul-+ 


Fs T0 
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being 4 voice worthy of the Majeity of one that reigns, 
as to this matter, as I noted from the Law before, to 
profeſs himſelf a- Prince, not left to Rule at Will, but 
tyed to the Laws, The Emperors were to Rule, and 
adminiſter Juſtice, not after their own Will and arbitra- 
ry Pleaſure, but wt Dominatio Civilis, as T obſerved 
from Tertullian, or according to T,aws, till they were 
taken off by regular Repeals. And what poſſeſſion they 
hadof che Legiſlative, was to be Legiſlators to a Free 
People. Tho altering in other matters,, as might make 
moſt for the good of their Subjects; yet having no Pows- - 
er to vacate thoſe Laws, which were the Guard of Re- -- 
man Liberty and; Property. 'They were; nat free, by 
Law, to make- the Free- bor! Romans, Slaves 5. 0x;01- 
dain any thing, but what: was ſuitable to. a: People of 
Free condition. | 7 1} nana 

For the Rox2ar SubjeFs, had both: their, Laws. and 
Fe.9 6 their j«9-ſcripture and n0# ſcriptum, written and 
wewritfen Laws, as || Juſtinian calls them. They. were | 19/;:. 
not as the Emperors Sleves, who, as 'tis in the * Juſtz- |: 1. Tit.z. 
tutes, have no head in Law, - nor can acquire or receive | $ ha 
any thing for themſelves, but all for their Maſters. But, Tit, g. 
as Free-men, had their ſeveral Properties, and were Ma- 
ers of Eſtates, ſome vaſtly great, and others leſs, ac- 
-cording to their ſeveral Degrees and Qualities. . Where«- 
of they could diſpoſe, as Proprietors, by Sale or Gift, 
, either- in their Lives, or by their Teſtament at their 
Deaths. They had their Rights and Freedoms, and 
.diſtinCt Steps: and:Degrees, of Immunity and Privilege ; ' © 
ſome, having the Rights of Liberty; ethers, of Citizens _ .. 
'or of the City, which + Auguſias was careful to keep 77 + Suet.in 
'great price, and diſpens'd ſo very ſparingly; others, of #2: c.40. 
Dignity. And in Dijgnities, the ſeveral Degrees had their 
proportionable Privileges and Exemptions. And: -in- 
deed, ſince the Romans were ſuch unmeaſurable Afe&#- 


ers of Liberty, and prided themſelves above all the 
| E 1 | World 


UMI 


36 


fl. 53 p. 
570. 


The Subjeds of the Empire 'had Legal Rights, 


World on the ſcore of their Freedoms and Privileges : 
when, on Avuguſt#'s offer, . to reſtore the Power and Au- 
thority back into their hands, both Aras, Laws, and 
Provinces, as || Dio ſays, they choſe rather to ere& the 
Imperial Power by the Lex Regia no man can imagine, 
that by this Law they would paſs away, not only their 
former Power. as Rulers, but alſo their Freedoms and 
Immunities, as Subjedts, and make themſelves and. their 


5 


Poſterities, inſtead. of priviledg'd and- Free-born, Romans, 


tobe all thenceforward mere Slaves, The Freedoms of 


-Romans, they (till kept on; and a great price was ſet 


-upon' theſe Freedoms, to thoſe who needed to purchaſe, 


_ "and were-notiborn to them, as: well under the Empe- 


rors;; as iti had. been: before their time. With 2 great 
ſan of tmoney, obtain'd I this Freedom, viz. of being a 


Roman, . faith the Chief Captain 3 but 1, ſays S, Paul, was 
Free. born, A& xxii. 27, 29. 
Amongtheſe Freedoms and Immunities of Roman Ci- 
tizens, one was, 'that they ſhould not be put in Bonds. 
Another, 'that they ſhould: ot: be puniſh'd with Stripes 


and Sconrges. 


A third, that it was wot lawful to fix any 


L of them -cepors a Croſs, which were Servilia Smpplicza, or 


* Facinks eſt vingirs civem 
Romanum; ſcelus 'verberars ; 


quid dicem m crucenitollere ?- 


Cicero Orat. 10. -quz cft in 
Verrem 4% WW 


F Ob quam cauſam, Dit imr. 
mortales ? tametſi imnjuriam 
Facio communi cauſe, © juri 
civitatis. © Quaſi" enzm'” poſſet 
eſſe ulla cauſe, cur hoc eurquam 
civi Romano jjre accidar. ib. 


Puniſhments appointed for their Slaves. 
* 'TFs 4 great. offence, to bind\ a Roman ; 
@ more heinous one to. ſconrge hims and 


what name can be hard enough for the Cru- 


cifixion of him 8 ſays Cicero. What cauſe, 
+ adds he,- could Verres have, for treating 
any Citizen'of Rome thas £ Tho, indeed, 
in arking for what cauſe, I do an injury 
to the Common Canſe, and to the Rights 
and'Liberties of the City : as if there could 


bo'any canſe, for which the Magiſtrate might deal thus by 

/ . "IS *, * o N ® . 
arp Roman Citizens. [| 7his, ſays he again, is the ſweet of 
* bertaths. O! jus eximium noſtre civitats !-O! Lex Porcia, Legeſque ſempronie, &c, 
ib. vid. & Orat. pro C.:Rabirio. 


Liberty. 


> 0 mma... 
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Liberty, and the ſingular Right and Prizilege of our City, 
ſecured 0 ns by the Lex Porcia and the Leges Sempronie,. 
which no Prator, or other __ whomſoever, ſhould im- 
punely tranſgreſs..- Another of their Rights, and Privile- 
ges, Was not to. be condem'd unheard, or ſuffer without a* Necens, 
Tryal : which'' was not only the Law-of Rome, but Ot 2oes 
al civiliz'd Nations.” * No MalefaGor is to be condemn'd, Tit, con- 
till he has fir/t been accuſed, and had his Tryal, ſays Cice- 4*mmari 
ro. And the' Law of the twelve Tables, forbids interfici —_ 


indemnatune quemcunqz hominem, any man to ſuffer before pro Sexto 
OICLO. 


' hearing and Condemnniation,” as + Salvien notes, -' Not tO + D. Bro. 


mention the Lexity 'and Temper--in other. Reſpedts, »1a.1 8. 

which || Cicero obſerves of the Rowan Law towards acenſed in fine. 

Perſons. ' CEE NN | —_— 
Theſe, were popular Rights and Immunities, not on- Porcif 

ly under the Commonwealth, but afterwards under: the 0a 252 

Emperors. S.: Paxl pleads them\under Nero, and tells 

the Chief Captain he had infringed'his Rowar Privileges, 


and acted illegally by him,- both in” 3inding, and ſcour- 


ging him being a Romer, and*in- inflitiag all this upon 
him «»beard, and before Condemnation. Ir it lawful:for- 
you, ſays he, as they bound hin with Thongs, ' to. ſcourge a 
Man that is a Roman, and uncondemn'd ? 4nd the Chief 
Captain was afraid, becauſe. he was a Ronan, and becauſe 
he had bound him.” AQ; xxii.'25, 29." Thelike plea of 
Privilege he alſo makes, and therewith put the Invaders: 
thereof in fear, upon a like' Violation of theſe Rights. 
of a Roman Subje@, before the Magiſtrates of Philipps, 
AR. xvi. 37, 38. | | 
* Another Privilege, of the Free SubjeRs and Citizens. 
of Rome, was” that Perſowe. of Honor; as the Decurio's 
or Senators in any of the municipal Courts, but eſpeci- 
ally the Chiefs of the City, as thoſe of the Title of Egre-- 
gii and PerfeG@iſimi, ſhould" not, unleſs in ſome ſpecial 
Caſes, as of Treaſor, be exar#ined by Torture, As it was 
moreover, that a Mans Servant ſhould not. be put. to the: 
| Torture. 


a 


* -Ceptaret, forum & jus. Tacit. 


38 The:Subjedls of the Expire bad" Degal" Rights. 
Torture to confeſs actinitibis\ Maſicr. Both which; as 

.. well as Boxds, \and: $tripes, and Crofſes, towards. Romans, 
La@&antizs crigs out of in Galerigs, as Violations of Roman 

* De Liberties, and:;* calls a treating of, them -by a. Right of 
AWE. SO Captizess pot as, Roman. SubjetFs, butrias Per/zars 


. *Perſec. C. k . : 
Rue "lanes. And the like might be;:ſhown-of ethers; but 


'*ir would-be too; tedious, to recount particulars. 

Thus, ta infjſt:on no more'initances, which: were very 
numerous, both to Perſons and: Places, were the Sub- 
jects of.'the Empire,under-the ProteQion - of. Laws, and 
in the legal-and-cuſtomary enjdymenc of Freedoms and 
Privileges. \ The Adminiſtratipn;.of the Emperor, was 
ato..be according tothe Laws ;and: Liberties of the Em- 

MES pire. He.owed his Power to the Law. 
'F Digna vox eft Majeſtate 4+ On gbe Authority of Law hangs our: Au- 


regnantis Legibus alligatum 


[= Printipetn dirofiters. ade thority © So vhat "tis a Voice worthy of the 


de auRoritate juris noſtra.peti- - Majeſiy. af oue that reigns, to profeſs hine- 
a png ——y L. 1, Tit, Fre hh Laws, fay the Sad exo rm 
+ (reg En. doſe andWalentinian:: And'as he had his 
 Power:by:Law 3 {9 hadithey too their Rights'and Privi- 

: 4p theſe, and:many other inſtances. Yea, theſe 
Rights, the Law would defend them in, againſt the 
Emperor himſelf... For, . by the -Rule of 'the' Roxrar 

State; and by the practice of it; riot only all. the days 

-of - Anguſt#2, but all the. beſt. days' of the Reign of, Tz- 
berizs, they had the Protection of Law: fer their Rights 

and Properties, -again(t their Prince, as well as againſt 

: | —__._»» theit- Fellow Subjedts. If the Emperor 

41S quando.cum Privars 4i- C'Tiperiag ] || ſays Tacitns,and any private 
An. 1. 4. p. 191. Ed, Gryphy. ian had any Diſpute,:the Lam atd Courts 
Þ as is bet? were Jo gdecige it. He: was to have no 
os nnd 96s 12redira: more, than what the -Law allow'd him. 
tem wvindicare poſſe ſepe con- ” If the Teſtament be illegal, the Prince 
ferenrum ef 3- de Teltam. cnet inherit by it, as. has often been de- 
oy ion creed, fays.the. Law. So that, altho the 
Imperial Pawer was very large, yet was it not without 

its 
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its.Bounds;.and;by Law (heuld .comport, with popular. 
Rights and Immunities. - And , this. Point, of the 'Ro- 
mans, being: FreerSubjeFs; that have Rights and: Pro 
perties, .utder /a; Crur{layd; Politick, Power 3 not. Slaves, 
which have none, under.a:Deſpoticks made a wide di- 
ſtintion,, betwixt_.the.way, at, a Rowan Emperor, and a. 
Perſian Monarch'; as La@antias; nates again(t Galerius, + De 
who affetted to: Rule the Free bore: Roman, in way of Ser- mays 
witude, like, Eaſtern Kings.. ', oo A ol nl _ 

And thefefore, when the Emperors, after all the Pow- 
ers of Senate and People, had.-by Law been transferr'd- 
on them, were ſtyled abſoipte-: that 1s, not as being. 
looſe in, their: Adminiſtration,, from. all. Laws, or popu- 
lar- Immunities. - But from that- Dependance,: wherein-. 
athers for a limited time had held theſe Powers, whillt: 
they were parcell'd out among many Magiſtrates, in the: 
Freedom of the Rowan State. z. and fron all Sharers and. 
Partnerſhip, either of People, or:Senate, in-theic.Impe- 
rial Soverejgnty.. and Government. : Yer ſtill fo, as to: 
be Gpvernors of Free. born Subjects, not of Slaves. 'And. 
to adminiſter the - ſeveral parts.of. their Power, by: the: 
Laws, of the Empire ;z as the -other Magiltrates, ere 
it was taken out of their. hangs, . had -done before, Ef. 
pecially, whil& thoſe Laws. werein: force, and before 
they. themſelves, , when poſſeſſed of the;-Legilative- in - 
ſuch ſort as might canſiſt: with che Liberties of a Free 
People, had alter'd. or revoked any that. were legally, 
revocable,, by Reguler Repeals. Whilſk:;any Laws were-  o— 
19-force, thoſe Laws, as noted from Czcerg,: were to- 
model the Courts, and guide the Sentences. And $. Am- 
broſe afterwards, who had himſelf been firſt an Advo- 
cate , and then a Judge of the Empire in Civil Afairs, 
|| lays, 4 good Fudge doth nothing of bis,own will on. pris 
 wate choice; ſed juxta Leges & jura pronunciat. Sicut | ” _ | 
audit, ita judicat — obſequjtur Legibus, non adverſatur. Bon 20. 
* 1.e, but pronounces according to the Laws, - As he hears, * 1 
0 
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fo he-juges - 


ſo exceed in Prerofativez' yer-in+the height of their: 
abfolute?/Power, were-not fooſe-from invio able Laws,! 
however few thoſe Laws were, or free they were from 
being calld to- account, for' any Breaches of them. For 
the: Scripture tells us, of #he Laws of Medes and Perſj- 
\ ans, which alter not. -Eſth;4.- 19. and- Dan. vi. 8. 12. 15; 
And when the Princes bad got one of theſe Laws, to 
deſtroy Daniel; we ſee, when his heart was Fhe moſt [et 
»por it, it was not in the Power of the King himſelf to 

foe him. Dan. #1. 14, 15, T6. ok 
Thus were the -Roman Emperors, not merely arbitra- 
ry, but /imited Governors, who were to Rule their 
| People. according to ated Laws. And the Roman Sub- 
JjeFs, were privileged Subje&s, who lived under the Be- 
nefit and ProteQion of Legal Rights, Freedoms, and 
Properties 3 for which -they:\had as good Law, as the 
Emperor bad” for his 'Prerogatives, and: whereof they 
could not be deſpoiled, without Violence to the Law 
and legal Conſtitution, whereupon the Emperor himſelf 
ſtood. And this I have taken the more pains to clear, 
- becauſe one main Foundation of 'the Advocates for 
Reſiſtance, 'is, the ſuppoſe#*abſolnte Power -of theſe Empe- 
r0rs, They own the Scripture Prohibitions of Refi- 
ſtance, which no man certainly can deny, till he has ei- 
+Diſcomſe ther loſt all Modeſty or Underſtanding. But + they ſay 
coor vie. they are not to'our pu ſt nor ſ#it our Caſe, becauſe their 
the Gem. Kings and Emperors Wills were their Laws, and their Peo-. 
underta= ple had mo Magna Charta's or Records of Liberties #0 
> ſhow, as we bave. So that the Frame of the Govern- 
*. ' ment warranted all thoſe Commands that had the Royal 


_ Pleaſure, and*'the People conld plead no legal Injuftice. 


_ Whereas, in truth, their Emperors, as I have ſhown, 
were tyed to Laws; and the Subjeas had legal Rights, 
(yea and thoſe:not coming 'from'the'Emperors _ 

ut 


he 'folows-the Laws, ever-oppoſes them. 
Yea, even the Perſians themſelves, whoſe Þrinces did 


Their Legal Rights invaded by. the P, erſecating. Exuperor s. .q1 
but antecedent to them. in virtue of their ancient Laws, 
| which were ſtill-reſerved and kept on when his Impe- 
3} rial Power was firſt given;) and ſo were capable to 
7 - ſuffer illegal Injuſtice, as any other privileged SubjeQs 
Z af legal and limited Governments, - may do... 


CH AP. UII. 
Of Invaſion of Legal Righte, under the perſecu- 


ting Emperors. | 


F Aving ſaid thus much in the foregoing Chapter, to 

H prove the SubjeFs of the Empire had, legal Rights; . 

I now proceed in this to ſhew what Invaſions were made 

por them, to try their Paſſrve Obedience under theſe Em- 

rors. , | uy . 

" How the foremention'd Rights and Immunities of the 

Chriſtians, as they were Romazx Subjets, and the com- 

mon benefit and favour. of the ſtanding Rowar Laws, 

were invaded in the primitive Perſecurions. I do-not 

mean, Laws for Chriſtianity ; our holy Religion not be- 

ing like to- have any eſtab iſhment of Laws, whilſt the 

Emperors were-Heathens. But Laws for Liberty, and 

Property, and common Juſtice, as Roman: SubjeRts, Ad- 

mit it was criminal by the Conſtitutions.of the Empire, 

and that the Chriſtians, did not only. wait Laws for 

Religion, but had Laws againſt it : yet bad they juſt | cums 
# ground for this Complaint, becauſe, when: indifed as *Yav we. 
8 Criminals, they were not permitted, as || TertuBtan ſays, ; 110 
= 70. Joffer only according to Law, as other Criminals , or liter tra- 
FT 2ouchſafed the Juſtice of legal Tryals. For the cruel Em- «nmr, 
F perors, and their Preſidents, in perſecuting the Martyrs rpg oe] 
2 and Covfeſors, infringed "their civil Rights, denying id #, ce 
] them the Juſtice of Laws, arid Legal Claims, and treat-!*7 7 
| G INS Apol. c. 2. | 
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42 * "TI Leght Rights MWubed Dy che Perſecuting Emperors. 
40g them cbntraty fo 411 Forms of Juſtice, which were 
as much theit Birth-right, -as any of their Fellow-ſubjeRts. 
1. To be tortured for Chriſtianity, when they confeſs'd 

it, was abſilntely t5ainſt Law.” For the legal ule of Tor- 

ture, was only” as a 2842s of Inqhſitidn, to force Conteſt. 

ſion. It was not the legal Puniſhment of the Fact, but 

only the legal means. of Diſcovery, and bringing it to 

| nj By your Law,” Terments are not 

* Torments non pro pena uſed for Puniſhment, but only for Inquiſt- 
oem me ns DEER tion, fays * Tertulian. Tr ts, 
6 266 Manes My was only to extort the Trath; and the 
OE IR TT res of _ yu made uſe ry b.; 
tic loroat> te: Oh, WErE Oniy T Feritatis extorquende # 
gem, dice of nh ne, a eſtdej, or Prefidents that fate thereby | 
Hoe leges RAR" Serards "2g force ont the Trath: ' So that by Law, # 
yn Krogh TAs "Were never to torture Corfeſſors, Þ 
| 4,22 = bur Dryers: If you would keep to your 
own Laws, ſaith he, to the, Qrders of Senate, ,or Conſti- 
tutions Wa rinces, you; ſhould torture no man longer, than | 
#7Þ" 398 bave gedtte bim confeſs. * And therefore*when'the 
tiriftians" confeſſed "their Accifation, as they frankly 
| did When .bxought in” queſtion for the Faith of Chriſt, 
Hs to torment rhem on ftill, was moft illegal. It was an ut- 
®* #08 ter perpertine' of Law. And ecdreingly * Minntins, 
2 37. who was bleitdlF ai Advocate "ant Pleader fo their 
Courts, Gllsit*Eetciling prrverſam , Pueſtionem, a per- 
verting tþe real” deſign, and; al uſe of Inquiſition. And 

-:; before him Tertubian, expert alſo in the Roman Laws, 
#44 oo + tells them this 'courſe was,' tormentorune oficia mutare, 
prymomn "to change the Office and uſe of Tortares. , It is ons 4 
Ns © Perverſeneſs, || lays he, as bkes the/ very 
| 1/e Perverfitss —- que Miniſters.of Law and Tuſftice, ' to mini- 
er 'azamſt both,' to overthrow "Laws ,} 


vos adverſus —_— atver-" 
am judicands, contre op, , £55165: Ser wt: mage 
or Seen je nibret, and the true nature and tommoatn form of q 
Jadicature, 4 na We Py be 


iþſas quoque Leges maniſtret. 
| ax {mr % , | 


But# 


| Thelr Ligal Rights invaded by rhe Rerſecuting Emperovs. 
- But this moſt tyrannical-ahdillepal Meth6d* was the 

4 way they took with the Primitive ConfeſhyS:"Wh cti they 
profeſſed;themſclves Chriſtians,” upon Jud 
ons, their Perfecytors tortured them to make*th&hi deny 
it : and ſtil}, the more bravely aiid*reſolutely they Con- 
feſſed, the more barbarouſly were they tortured. When, 


ly 


8 when they Confeſs of themſelves, jou preſs by Tortare to deny 


” ut gorqueremus Confitentes ad Negandum. "Quite "con- 
\ = trary to what they dia with others when accaſed, they pus 


® cruelly they Tortured them, Here then, the Pretors, -and 
4 the Preſidents, in all the Cities and Provinces, who inthe 
X Perſecutions ſate to Judge:the Chriſtians by Law, Tor- 
FJ tured them againſt "Law, And this breach of Law and 
Privilege, was in a Point the moſt dear and tender, of 
all others. For Life, and Member, are.by far the moſt 
valuable Rights and Freeholds. And under theſe ille- 
oal Tortures, many expired, being Murdered by theſe 
wrongful and illegal Executioners. And jFthey ſurvived 
the Torture, to Dye by a more formal ſtroke, the illegal 
Torture was much worſe, and more terrible to bear,than 
the Death it ſelf was. The Pains of Torture, werenot 
leſs exquiſite than the Pains of Death, but much longer. 
nd it was a greater, and more gedious tryal of Patience, 

he bear the Rackings, and Tearings, and -Burnings of 
he Fleſh, and other moſt exquiſite and ſtudied Pains of 
he Tormentors: than, in the laſt and Capital Puniſh- 
ment, to endure the ſudden Stroke of the Sword, or the 

WMeeth of the Bears and Lions. ” &) 

2 2. Again, in Judicial Tryals, Not to be heard in 
F-eir own Defence, and permitted 30 ſpeak for themſelves, 
But as abſolutely againſt Law. Tnauditos, & indefenſos, as 
. G 2 Tertullian. 


LIM 


3 them to the Queſtion for Confiſſing * and jhe more they Con- .. 
2 feſed, the more barbarouſly the others. raged, . and the more. 


43 


j8til Aecufaci: © 


& in the Caſeof all other Criminals, f ſays Tertullian, you * 44 Ne- 
 wrge the Deniers by Torture t0 'Codfeſſron's 'the Chriſtians, OY o_ 


$ their Accuſation. Crudelins ſeviebamns, || fays Minutins, l In Ofa- 


50, Þ. 3b. 
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44 iTheir | Legal Rights twvaded by.the Perſecuting Emperors. 
f Apol Tertullian +tells them, #ox licet omnino dammari. It is 
G%  aot the manner of the Romans, ſaid Feſtus to the Jews, 

. fo deliver any Man to die, before be which is accuſed, have 


bo 
bs 
F 
LY 
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the. Accuſers. Face to Face, and have Licence to anſwer for » 
bimſelf, concerning the crime laid againſt him. AC. xxv.16. | 


Nay, to'deny thern, -not only the liberty of ſpeaking for {3 
themſelves, but the benefit of Advocates to ſpeak and Þ 
plead for them, | was az: illegal thing. This. was a Pro- & 
viſion and Allowance,. which Law, and the Cuſtom of {; 


RY 


* 


[ 


- the Courts, had made for the greateſt Criminals. We' | 


were uſed to undertake the Patronage and Defence, of the 
Inceftuoas, yea, of the Sacrilegions, of Myrderers aud Par- 

{eg ricides themſelves,” ſays || Minutias the 

# In Octar. pag. 3t- Lawyer. +Whatever ill is charged on us, 
nine gg "oropris ore, (as the Heathens preſumed the Chriſt- 


elis Dicuntur,. 10 ore, i 
& mercenarss orapians ans Guilty, of Impiety, Sacrilege, Trea- 


tuntur, ad innocentie ſue com- ſon, and inceſtuous mixtures. &c.) _ A 


mendationem reſ] , al. 


rercands facultas patet ; Þ- the ſame is judicially charged on others, 3 
in they have liberty both to ſpeak for them- 


do nec licet inaefenſos\ 
IT _ RI tz ſelves, and to Fee Advocates to make out 
. . gheir Innocence: there is freedom to an- 
fwer, to plead and debate the maiter : and all this, becauſe 
it is by no meaus lawful to. condemn any, till he has been 
beard, and made bis Defence, ſays Tertullian. And ſuch 
was the care of Law, and the courſe of Judicature, for 
all accuſed perſons 3 that the Cognizance, and Diſquiſi 
tion of Court, reſted not in the confeſſion, or manife 
ſtation of. Gezeral Names : but,. before Sentence, pre 
ceded further, to diſcufs the @nality and Circumſtance! 
+ Ss. de-aliquo nocente "Cog- Of AFions. + When you take Cognizan 
noſcitis, non ſtatim confeſſo ee, of any Criminals Caſe,lays Tertullian,you a 
Js «roy _—_ , Go_ 3” not think it enough to proceed to Sentenci 
(ut de noſtris elogits loquar) ON 4 bare confeſſion of the name of Homi 
. contents fitis ad promemcian- Jcide, Sacrilegzons, Inceſtuous, Publick Ent 
dum, niſi ES conſequentia exi- | | 
gatis, qualitatem fatti, locum, madum, tempus., conſcios, Socjos. Apol. cap. 2.. &# 
Nationes, 1, 1. c. 2. & & 6. | ; 


; 
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my, (to inſtance in the Titles you give us :) but ſtay till you 
have diſcuſſed the Conſequences, the quality of the Fa@, the 
place where, the time when,” the manner how, the inſtruments 
wherewith it was committed, who were Parties, and who 
were Privy tot, Es | 
But now, all theſe were carried contrary, in their 
Proceedings with the Chriſtians. They were uſed to 
condemn them, without giving them the juſtice of a 
Hearing : not permitting them to plead their own Cauſe, 
nor admitting Advocatesto plead it for them. When all 
this liberty of Pleading, either for themſelves, or by their 
Conncil,is allowed by you to other Criminals : yet, ſays Ter- 


tullian, l to the pra, 27s _ there is no || Sed Chriſtianis folis nihil 
permiſſion to ſay any thing, that may purge permattitur logui, quod cauſam 


the Crimes they are preſumed Guilty of, or purget, Tue veritatem _ 
at, quod judicem non faciat 
defend the Truth, or prevent the Judges ;,,* Joon 


paſſing an nnjuſt Sentence. Tou domot al- + Neque accuſations, neque- 
{ow them time, ſays the again, to hear Ears 1 ſpacium commode- 
their Accuſations, and to refute them. Tho, © GOT WG 
we were ready to be Atlvocates, for Sacrilegious, and Pari- 

cides ; yet, as for theſe, || ſays Minutins, we did. not think || Hos nec 


| audiendos 


t to afford them any Heariug, OTE 
Or, if they did hear them at all, it was not Dzſcutere puraba- 
de qualitate, circumſtantiis, &* ordine. admiſſi; 1. &. 10%,p.31 
diſcuſs and take cognizance, of the quality, circumſtances,” 
and order wherein they. perpetrated the Crimes alledged, as 
was always done with other Criminals :. but that only.yo0u 
look, after, lays Tertullian, which 7s neceſſary to expoſe | Apol. c. 
#4 to the Publick Hatred, the confeſſion of the Name [ of > chngs "£1 
Chriſtian] ot the examination of any of thoſe Crimes, x. pen Tag ; 
which you groundleſly. preſume to.be prattiſed by thoſe, who 


profeſs that Name. They preſumed the Name, to carry 


with it a ſufficient Convifion of the molt horrid Crimes. 

As of || Slaying of an Infant, and a Thyeſtean Banquet, or. Tertultz. 

Feaſting upon ir: of all-forts of Laſciviouſmeſs, and [» » <A 

ceſtuonws. Mixtures. at. their Meetings, after the Dogs tied Fe.p. 5, 
to 


>» 
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| to the 'Candleſticks, by leqping at a Cruſt caſt before them 
for. that purpoſe, had thrown down, and put out the Lights : 
Of Traitercus Conſpiracies againſt the Emperor ; 'and .the 
- like. ., But the Accuſers never offered, nor did the Judges 
ſtay, for any other Evidence of all this, than their mere 
owning themſelves Chriſtians. They were always Pre- 
ſumta, never Probata Crimina; mere Preſumptions with- 
+ Apol.c. out Proofs, as + Tertullian1\ays.. Cum preſumatis de ſceleri- 
ib bus noſtris, ex nominis confeſſione, ſays || he again : and 
+1d. ad Þ #t inimicum nomen, ſub preſumptione Criminum Puniatur. 
Nation- 1. That is, your way 7s to preſume the Crimes, from the deno- 
1.6.3. mination of Chriſtians; and to puniſh an hated name, un- 
-, der a preſumption of Crimes, which it knows nothing of. 
The utmoſt, that ever was alleged in proof of. theſe 
{ Apol.c. Crimes, was only unccrtain hear-ſay, as ||Tertullian notes, 
7: or common, but ungrounded Fame ; which Judge, that 
pretends to Juftice, will ever, Condemn a Man, or take 
away his Lite upon. All which, was moſt contrary to 
. the Regular Courſe of Rowan Juſtice, which went-not 
by uncertain hear-ſays, that can make nv Evidence; but 
by Proofs, which could aver the Crime to the Perſons 
Face : Condemming no Man, as Feſtus faid, tyl he had 
confronted the Evidence, there to make his exceptions, 
th _ * = MN SRR and had his Accuſers Face to Face. + The 
id ſequarur, quod convertit cion Preſident of the Province is to follow 
ex fide eorum, que probabun- what is fit, proceeding by the Faith of 
eur. Digeſt. lb, 1. tit. 171-6. what 3s proved, ſays the Law. 
| hos hae Such, in theſe Points, was*the illegal 
uſage,” of the Martyrs and Confeſlors : and that, when 
they came upon their Tryal, not only for. their Eſtates ; 
but alſo for what is more to be valued, and what, when 
once injurioufly taken away, is never to be reſtored or 
compenſated, their Liyes too. | | 
3. Moreover, in Judicature, not to have any regard to 
Law, but all to his own will and pleaſure, is not only il- 
legal, but an utter overthrow of Laws; Making them of 
no 


) 
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ro uſe to the Subject, which is the ſame for the time, as” 
if there were no ſuch things; and, inſtead of publick: 
Laws, ſubjxQing them to private Diſcretion, Inclination, . 
and Afﬀe&ions. Now, this was ſometimes the Caſe, 
both of the Chriſtians, and other. Subjects of the Em- 
pire, under- ſome of the perſecuting Emperars, . Gale- 
rins, one of the bloodieſt of them, Diffolving all the_ 
- Laivs, || ſays La@antins, aſſumed aud gave x Licemils wats. ati 
a ' Licence of all things to his Fudges. ſolutis Legibus, aſſumpta, & 
Here was a turning Laws out of Doors, J#4:c:us data. De Mort.Perſec. 
and Atting all by Diſcretion. And left © 
the Law, ſhould make any part of thoſe Judges Diſcre- 
tion; he ſent out ſuch into the Judgment-Halls, as did 
not know Law, and removed thence ſuch as were ci- 
pable to Plead, and lay it before them. _ PPE a> 
+ He ſent_ out Militany Judges, adds he, X TIM —_—_ ws” hy line aſe 
that were ignorant of the Laws and learn- ſoſſwibus in Provincias im- 
ed Studies, and that too without Aſſeſſors, miſſi. Cauſidici ſublat, Fure- 
whoſe part it would have been to have ©2945 aur relegath, aur wer 
given them direQion therein, 7mto the 1) 
Provinces, He took away all Pleaders or Advocates; and 
either killed, or baniſhed the learned Lawyers. 

4. Further yet, to be thrown off as Out-Laws,. and 
denied all benefit of Law and Juſtice is to ſuffer the 
higheſt Invaſion of Claims and Properties, and to be de- 
prived of all. Rights, and Laws. which. are the Guard: 
thereof; at once. ' To invade even oxe Law, that is'of 
main importance, and a chief Security to the Subjects, 
is thought by the' Advocates: for Liberty, a ſufficient 
ground for Reſiſtance againſt a Prince; This invading 
of a Law, amonynts 'to'no- more, than: denying us the 
benefit of that Law, And if it-give ſuch warranty, to 
be rhus unjuſtly*denied the benefit-of one Law, in ſome 
coficerning Cafe's how much\ſtronger" is the Argument, 
and greater the warranty for Arming themſelves, when 
they are unjuſtly denied the- benefit of all Laws, and 

Es not 
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not allowed the ProteCtion or Claim of Law, in any 
Caſe ? But under Djoclefiar, this was the miſerable, the. 
unrighted, and expoſed State of the Chriſtians. The 
| |  Emperorordered, as || Laitantivs relates, 
ff » gn [95 vega le. 23 an Edi@, that againſt them all, any 
ret; 3pſi non de injuria,non ds Man might bring an Aion « tut as for 
. Adulterio, non de rebus ablatis them, they ſhould be capable to bring none, 
_ agere poſſent. De Mort. Perlec. neither on the ſcore of any injury, nor 0 
e-2 y ayer, ver of 
Adwltery, nor for any thing, that had 
been taken from them. | 
5. Laſtly, when a People ſuffer invaſion of Rights, 
and groan under heavy Opprefſions and Perſecutions : 
to be denied the Liberty f Petitioning their Prince, or of 
Modeſily ſetting out to him their ſufferings, and humbly 
and dutifully praying Redreſs ; is againſt the Common 
Liberties of Humanity and Nature, and the allowance 
of all juſt and equal Governments. Eſpecially, to make 
ſuch Petitions Capitally Criminal, and animadvert upon 
the Petitioners, by extreme barbarity, and unheard of 
' ways 3; is monſtrous illegality and injuſtice. But in the 
Arian Perſecution under Valens, when the Chriſtjans 
knew of no other weapons againſt Perſecutors, but Prayers 
t1.laxeR. gyd Tears, toule the Speech of + Gregory a ſtout Aſler- - 
P-5?. tor of the Orthodox Faith. in that, Ferlecution, this was 
their Caſe, For no fewer, th: eighty Clergy-men, whereof 
Urban, Theodorus, ard Menedemus were the chief, be- 
ing ſent by their ſuffering Brethren, to Petition the Em- 
peror Valens, 2+ Nicomedia, and buwbly to repreſent the 
Violences and, Miſeries they. ſuffered, from the Perſecuting 
Arians. To prevent Tumrlt aud Seaition, as the Story is 
Hiſt. related by {| Socrates, 36d f Sazomen, by, openly murder- 
| Eel 4. 31g, againſt all Right .aud Reaſon, ſo many Pious Mex, 
4 Hit. who had done nothing am:ſs;, under preter.ce of Baniſhment, 
Eccl. I. 6. be- ordered them all to be put on Board 4 Ship, as if they 
©14- "were to be Tranſported, And: then, commanded the 
Mariners, when they had ggt them into the midſt of the 


SEA, 


- - Paſſive Obedience under theſe Twuaders of Rights. 7 "00. 
Sea, to ſet the Ship on Fire, ( making their down eſcape by 
their Boat; that this way, they might not only ull die « 
miſerable death, but when dead, be deprived of Sepulture. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The. Chriſtians Paſſive Obedience, under theſe In- 
| We waders of Legal Rights. 


Uch,-as we have ſeen, were the Civil Rights, and ſuch 
was the invaliomof them, and violation of Laws, pra-' 
_Ciſed upon the Primitive Chrilſttans, in the. firſt Perſecuti- 
- ons, _ Whichl have been'thus large upon, in the preceding 
Chapters, ory Moing>: can ſerve 'more toi clear up this 
Point, and fliew what ſort :of Obedience and Non-Refi- 
ſtance that was, which the Apoſtles ſo ftridtly injoyned, 
| and the Chriſtians ſo Conſcienticuſly paid, to the Powers 
| of the Empirein thefirſt Ages. a 
" For what nowJaid the Holy Biſhops, and Fathers to their 
Flocks, in Point of Paſſive Obedience or 'Non-Reſiſtance, 
to theſe illegal Oppreſſors, and Invaders -of Civil-Rights 
and Immunities? The forementioned Precepts of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, they make their Rules, eſteeming them, as all 
.Chriſtians ought to do, for Ca#holick, Precepts,” given to. *_; 
. guide Chriſtians of every. tinie and' place; and that ought 
to bind up. their own hands, tnthoſe hard and trying Days; 
as, in foregoing times, 'they had bound up'the hands of 
their Predeceſſors. When perſecuted: under: one, -fo far 
-were they, in hopes of eafe or quietneſs theteby, from ſet- = 
ting up, or turning over to' another; that, as f 7ertwlian + Clnfi- 
declares, they did not fwerve from him fo much as'by a 93. "”, 
ſecret Prayer, or wiſh for anew Ceſar. - '' 1 aaveGafir - < 
| Many had been the, defe&ions trom-che Emperors, and 7+ prove. 
the, aſpiring ſpirits, who had affe#ed the Purple, and fer *P35 
.up themſelves againſt them 'n all parts of:the Empire, 
to try the Chriſtians Loyalty and adherence to their 
H 


Rightful 
mi 


Yo Paſſive Obedience under theſe Invaders of Rights. 
Rightful Princes, yea, to thoſe, that either already had been, 
or afterwards proved, their bloody Perſecutors. Such was 
Ha Polen. Mou: wo! a4 Gy OT; Taos 0 preongs lays, 
Part. Hitt. Aug Sci. vis. Was declared Emperor by the Army apainſt . 
Get © Dok C6 I wy Domitian, who _ the Author of the 
Second Perſecution : whom Parthenrivs, and 
3 Sigerins, and theix complices, afterwards | _ 
- In. Vulcs. Purdered 3 having firſt agreed with Nerva,as 
 camin Avid. Caffio. Ay i [| Dio Xyphilinus reports, to take the Empire 
121,123. 3. Part, Hiſt. Aug: pox him. Such allo were thoſe many, whom 
m_ the Emperor Marcus Antoninus + ſpeaks | 
*. of; that had Rebelled, and ſet up againſt the Emperors, 
Trajan, and Hadrian, and his Father Pius : under whom | |; 
were the Third and Fourth Perſecutions. And likewiſe F 
', that againſt Marcus himſelf, under whom was the Fifth Þ + 
s Hg Perſecution of the Chriſtians, by Avidins Caſſms, on {| pre- o- 
Galle. in tence of Marcus's remiſneſs, and negle@ of the Publick,, and G 
Avid. Cal. the Luxuriouſneſt. and Repacionſneſs of his Miniſters; all | _, 
P. 127- which, as Caſſms alledged, endangered the Common-Wealth. th 
Such alfo was: the AﬀeQation ;of Empire, and ſetting up Wo 
for Emperors it Fad, of Peſcenninus Niger in Syria, and ., 
of Clodius Albizus in Gaul, againſt the Emperot Severys, in : 


- + <A”, Ge £07 

whoſe time Tertullian_ yrit his Apologetick, upon. the fet- __ 

. Fae ting i ngage3 Degiaeorion And afterwards, jog LY D, 
"1 . + Bonoſus, ag; allo of Procnlus, and Satprniimns, agaimit the 
Mer Con. [And after tha again, the DefeQions o = 
Pp. 721. pt, 4chilleus in Egypt,and of Caranſius in Brittain, || as Eutropin: the 
gp relates, who {et up againſt Dzocleſiar before ; as others did __ 1 
Script. & ſays '+.Exſebjuy, ſome in Armenia, others'in Syria, after his} 
iy Provo, ſetring on of the: Tenth Pexfecurion, OO, NY p;; 
Z0g. > © 1" Yer, under all theſe jattempts for Change, '6veri whenfſ j;-. 


(8b. 9. -cheRiglit Emperors, were moſt unjuſtly appreſlive, and j! 
hg 8 legally bard upon them, as has been abundantly ſhewn 
Ecel. * the Chriſtiansnever run'in among thoſe that took up Arms} 
* _ © or ſweryedfrom theirDuty and Allegiance, They {til ad. ,,, 
hered to the Right, even when they ſuffered moſt by tY © 
and never.turned, in hopes of eaſe thereby, to the _ ", 

| | | 196 


F 
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Pafroe Ob edjence under theſe Invaders of Rights. ; eT 
}, ſide, Which they did fo conſtantly, in all places of the 
5 8 Empire, under all theſe InfurreCtions, and Oppoſitions of 
, Powers ; that the Chriſtian Advocates and Apologiſts, could 
ſt - challenge all their induſtrious Enemies and Accuſers, to 
E ſhew wherein they had ever been Seditious, or ſided with 
d a Rebellious and Wrong Power again(t the Right, in any. 
Is | -inſtance: © EY 
IS  +Whence came they, ſays Tertullian, that ISI 
"* in his Country Receſs laid wait for Czſar,viz. - lots LES Nig Ss 


with Parthenins' and Sigerins, -who Con- 


Theſe two laſt Inſurreions, under Niger, *** © * 


and Albinus, were freſh at the time of his Writing, and a 
{tri inquiſition had been made after all the Partners, that 
abetted, or adhered to them. _ + Ewen at 


.* 


x 


| on going on to diſcover them , like 4 


ans from any ſhare therein, that he challenges the Zeather 
Prieſts, after all this ſearch for. thoſe that followed and 


of any of their Records, to produce one Chriftian among 
them. After this, Origen + tells Cel/as, nb; 


0s CgeaveavTes 


F < 


Work, of Sedition, that had ever been acted iv: Mya | 

7 any Chriſtians, Soon after this, S. Cyprian in like 
anner tells Demetrian, how Paſlive they were under 

the moſt bitter Perſecutions, not ſtanding up by Force 

to Right themſelves, but referring it to God, as a 

moſt juſt Judge, to Right their Cauſe. ' For thence 37 7, 


ſided with theſe Uſurpers againſt their Lawful Prince, ont: | 


H 2 + faith 


R why, quotidie revelantur, poſt 
ing of Grapes, after the great Cluſters were indimiam Paricidarum 1 4- 
gone. And yet, ſoclear were the Chriſti- 0 /#2erfter.id Apol.c.35. 


ety *> 


when he objetted a Seditions Riſe to the yfqp*, 33 Sinus leyws 
Chriſtians, that neither he, nor any .of his a1 28 ei" ous um 
Str would ever be able to produce any. 7%. Contra Celſum, lib. 3. 


= 


p 40 Laurus #bſident Ceſarem? De 
ſpired againſt Domitian £ Whence were the —— (nf fallor) id eſt 
Adberents of Caſſius, and Niger, and Al- "Ne os Is 
binus? Were they not all from among your Nigrini, vel Caſſiani, inve- 


ſelves, "Heather Romans, Ht 20 C briſtian 4 2 . nirs potuerunt Chriſtiani : ad 


this time, ſays he, there is ſtill an inguiſii-. [Sed & gui nume Scele- 
ean- [6 


arum Partium Socis aut Plau- 


: Ks he Paſſroe Obedience under theſe Troaders of Rights. 
+ Quos leſss [ Perſecutioni- ſaith he, that when we are apprehended, 


'/ _ bus] ultiv drvina defendir. In. and ſuffer the moſt unjuſt Violence, we make 


| te eſt enim, quod neno "9 my armed Reſiſtance, tho we have Numbers 
ferum; quando <pprever i more thay enough for that purpoſe. The C2 
reluRatur : nec ſe adverſus in» MHOrE Tau empty, fe oy Pu poſe. 4 ne lay 
am Os of Chriſt, || fays S. Auſtin, ſpeaking of their 
 guUa | 
Yor fit populus, ulciſcitur. Ad WNNETOOY : and coftly Confe ſr "' and h OW 
Demet. p.-192,.Ed. Oxon. Bodog emer a ry all the fore- 
wy . © going Petſecutions”) when as. yet it only ſo- 
a A ne pine Jonrn'd in the Earth, and conld have ſet out 
retur in Ferris, & haberer tam ſuch Troops of great Nations azainſt the im- ' 
magnorum agmina Populorum, pious Perſecntions , did not febt for their 
edverfins tapes Perfeeat®' Temporalities; but rather, that tl zeht 
pro temporals falute pugnavit 3 mp ot, - ”ey mg 
ſed porius, ur obtineret _ obtain eternal, they ſuffer'd all without Reſi- 
nam non repugnauit. Liga- 3 | | J2DSFP 0 
ry Sg A's RNs” cede ſtance. They were bound, impriſon d, bea- 
bantur, torynebantur, ureban- ten, tortared, burnt, torn in pieces, ſlain, 
eur , laniabantur, trucidaban- ay multiplied notwithſtanding. But amidſt 


a - = yawn all this, they would not take Arms to defend 
| ſalutem. pro Salvatore contem- themſelves in theſe Temporals, but contemn'd 
nere.. Aug. de Civit.. Dei lib. 2h;yp4 temporal, in regard to their Saviour, 
ys | and to ſecure eternal. Nay, laſtly, even 
Julian himſelf, their moſt induſtrious, and ſpiteful Aecu- 
ſer, gives this Teſtimony to them, that. inſtead of fiding 
, with any, that were going to make. Infurre&Qion, they 
Ry ,. were for ſopprefling them. ' # If they ſee 
\_# Faluw eve ele 'Þ Bows any mutinying, or moving Tumnlts again 
amedhiey drax]erms mes. ears ; 57 [ . Ka” 
w6:.udas xodCuonr. Fragitient. the King , they" preſently puniſh. him ſe- 
Epiſt. Jul, Imp. operum.p. 528. verely. WF | 
.--7 ; Sch were: the Principles of Patience and Non-reſiſtance, 
-.* - which: the Chriſtian Dofors taught, and the People pra- 
_ @iſed, during all the Primitive Perſecutions,. when they. 
fuffer'd; as the moſt cruel and barbarous, ſo. the moſt i]- 
legal things. And therefore, upon the Conſpiracy of- 
Magnentizs, a Chriſtian General, againſt the Emperor 
, Conſtans : | Here firſt, alas | the Chriſtian Cap- 
*. Fic 1111118 loy 62-4 &. . -» 2+ YM o 7 
Wiafras 7 9020906" 5gropr ex tains, *ſays Baronima, ſpurr'd on by a tuft of 
ne, briftians Duces in Chriſtianum conſpirant Imperatorem., cum olim ne Gregarinus qui- 
dem Males (tefte Tertullsano } invenirs poſſer, qui adverſus Imperatores, licet ethnicos, £5 
Chriſtianorums . quog; Perſecutores, 4 Partibus aliquanda ſteterit inſurgentium Tyrannorum. 
.- Annal, Baron. ad.an, 350s. Govern- 


_ 
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Paſſoe Obedience" whon the' beft Pleas for Refilances. — 515: 
+, Government, conſpire: againſ# a Chriſtian Emperor, when in 
former times, not fo much as a- common Soldier,” as Tertuliaxn 
teſtifies, could ever be fonnd to fide: with any Upſtarts or 
Uſurpers againſt the lawful Emperors, tha'they were Hea- 
thens, and cruel Perſecntors of the Chriftiunts.: -- 
Indeed, I think. no Times, have. afforded better pleas. 

for Reſiſtance, than thoſe under the Primitive Perſecutions. 
Which yet were'ſo eminent hong ro Obedience, or Faith. 

and' Patience, Without taking Aras: againſt their. Gover-- 

nors to defend themſelves. - For, 3 4 | - 
 _ Under Dioclefar, and his Partner Maximian, but ef- 

pecially under Galeri#y, there were -the. greateſt Rapes- 
committed upon Property, and the moſt #»ſupportable Taxes 

raiſed by the moſt illegal ways; 'inquirang tkegalty by Torture. 

into Eſtates, for the heightning of Payments. Nay, put- 

ting Servants to the Queſtion againſt their Lords,- contrary 

to the Law, which forb:4s Servants to be tortured againſt: 

their Maſters. Yea, tortaring even Children to confeſs againſ#- 

their Parents, and Wives againſt their Husbawds, as +. La-+ ne ay: 
Fantins rel.ites. Here was another ſort of Invaſion of Pro- Per/ec. & 
perty,. than that ſo much infifted on in the great RebelFon, © 7 5-23. 
viz... of enforced Loains, Privy Seals, and Ship-money. And 

if Invaſion of Properties can” difeharge Allegiance, the 
Chriſtans, were:at Liberty,- and-might have taken Arms. 

in thoſe agyy, OPEN YH OW 200 5 Jon arifires 

There. was alſo a Denial of Law, and of the courſe of 

foie unleſs they would purchaſe it by unlawtul Wor-. 

up and Sactifices. For Heathen Alars, as the: |} ſame | ib:c.15. 
Author nofes, were" erefFed b:fort the Tribunals; that the: 
Litigants might firſt ſacrifice, | befoye they could bring oi their 
Cauſe. An * Edit alſo had order'd, that againſt thew, any + iv, c.11, 
one might bring- an Adion :. but that they, on any. injury, 
ſhould not be allow'd to bring any, as 1 obſerv'd betore. 
This was a Demzal of ProteFion. And: if Subje&s are un- 
der- no obligation to Allegiance, where: they are denied- 
Pratection 3 yea, or even where they miſs of it againſt: 


their Rulers Wills, through their incapacity. for the pre- 
| ſent: 


5a  Paſive Obedience whan the beſt Pleas far Refilance: 
ſent to afford itz according to ſome preſent Caſuiſts way 
of ſtating this Queſtian : Why. might, not the Chriſtians, 
have thought; them(elves. diſcharged, from paying any 

thing to theſe :Rmperere2, oo OS __ - 
There was »othivg:-of L,aw,: but.qrbitrarineſs in all their 
_. *ib-£.22. Courts,. where Galerizs,.as 1 noted above,* diſolving all the 
Laws, aſſumed and gave- ai Licenſe of all things to hts Judges. 
And'if men,. that, have;:Laws; and Birth-rights, may riſe. 
up for-their Laws and Liberties, again(t Governors, who. 
will invade both, and be arbitrary and illegal in their Ad- 
miniſtrations:-.how'could the Chriſtians (tand obliged,, to 

be quiet and paſſive, in'this:very caſe ? 

There was a zmrderine. men for poverty, the ſame Gale- 
rim, in the eget guns of raiſing his infupportable Tax, 
* ib. c. 23, * commanding all the Beggars, who were unable to pay any 
thing towards t, to be gathered together 3 and then, to de- 
ter any from pleading Poverty, being exported. in Ships, to 
be drown'd in the Sea, This is not only againſt all Hu- 
-mane and Divine Laws, but. is ſuch-a degree of madneſs, 
as methinks, might much better paſs. for a proof of one. 
mot mentis compos, or beſides himſelf, than the K. of Por- 
tngeals bloody Acts and Barbarittes, which. of late have 
been made uſe of by ſeveral in this Diſpute. And if no 
Allegiance :is due, in-caſe of Kreyzy, or moral incapacity, 
appearing, not in the ordinary Crazedneſs and incanli- 
ſtence of a mans Carriage, 'but only by ſuch Ationsz and 
there too, from the extravagance of unjuſt Cruelty, or tu- 
Tious -Paſhon in thofe Ads, not from any whimſical Silli- 
neſs and \Ridiculouſheſs of the Reaſons. and Pretences for 
them : there: would not, in my Opinion, have been much 
due to him. Nor to Valeys, who, like a frantick man, 
did the ſame, as I noted, to no leſs than eighty Clergy-wmen, 
who were fent by their ſuffering Brethren humbly to pe- 
tition him. ' Ner to Nero, who for his ſport, and the 
more lively humoring of a Song, viz. the #akzng of Troy, 
4 I» Ner. Which, as || Suetonizs relates, be joyfully ſung over it in his 
<.38. ſcenical habit at that time, ſet the City of Rome it ſelf all in 
4 flame, : | There 
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There was\z Subverſion. of che Roman. Canky WERE 
Dl Je sS, In- 
F 


any Liberties, and-yſe,what, Viglenes be, pleaſed, He al- 
ter'd, as the * Romens.complained; ) op# Bagg, 1-4) 


cence. was. given, as Phileas the Martyr. reports, || in his Epi- 7#mauy- 


ſtle ſent from Priſon to his Church, #0 any one, that would, to — 
abuſe them; which ſome. did beating them. with Clubs, ſome 1 8. c. 10. 
with Rods , ſome with Whips. The Prefident telling them, [of a 

to have, n0 care or regard at all, what they did to them, Eaſt, 


but 


_... pr moral Incapacities, or their tarning'publick* s, ard 
{5 -, the like 3 9gainſt the now ex ploded DoAritie, "of. Faith, Upo 

' +” .» and Patience, and Noweſiftae, oder the feral Yo may 
| | primitive Perſecutions. - But thofe bleſ d Mart TS'and* and 


 own'd and toffer's, as Gods Vicegerents. AR, as ottr 
% Lord himſelf, atid' his bleſſed Apdſties' caught, and pra- _ | 


Paſſes b hea ee whey the Jef: Plea jor Refihaxce. 


"but to Look.” pb Yew tid uſe vhiav © 8 f they were wot 
"wen. low Aikes 71 fre jos 4 very light and ſmall 
| ſot the Guards one day to 

tut thew off, as they would 
of Battel:" Writ foi flew a9 innumern- 
a | nas, Hot os fighting againſtforeign Foes, 
by Ln e Arms of Scytbians avd' Burbartuns,- but by the hand; 
| UN own Citizens, and: in them "idjt of the City it ſelf. 
ere, iy {4 ſonie'have Bean" apt. "to ſupptſt, inltexd- of 


an Hlad A Godirhorr "da (each ofthefebldvdy*anl pet- 
| Joy FE Em ors, put. on the perſ6h of an Enemy of his 


people. As Nero alfo would havebeeh : thought by them, 


®=F 7% 
AT yon ba en wor! ar; but: top vperly, dj may be ſeen in 


YheCity, which WaiVa5'minch, as the 
:ontq Ok: "Bidar ole” Ve "been UYone on- the | 
rrupe 4: COP any forehfirÞ ge = ho no Alleglittiees ductb a 


a Prince, -wheh, not by o rofeffions;” but only 'by 
the mifchicvooſieſs of bis args: 6r Actions, he may be 


interpreted to turn, Enemy of hj « Ptoþle'; he Chriſtians 
aide the nay fonſters' dF Blood end Cru- 
elry, might in encelf Bec at: tuc'more liberty, 


' Than'ever hey 'belieyed' themſelves to tbe. 


Thus, bad They lived'in the tay, alight the mollos '/ 
Caſuiſts and Advocates for Reſiſtance, have urged all the | 
Pleas, of Trveſian of Tibertiet and "Propert#ts z 9 "teaſing of un 
ProteFion, frow unjuſt Powerr'; of breath-, "Laivs," wind | f 
#eration of very Forms and fundamental ( WiFi Mt2onts ; of © bot 
Rulers ceaſing to be mentis'compotey, or falling*under mental 


feſſors, had n0t ſo learned Chriff. "Met 1 Invallesy'of of Stir 
Rights, ad bloody Perfecutors *of Relip , they. ſtill The 


Kiſcd : {0 theſe their 'true Followers took care, even in 


fi 
C of wa? 


_ Paſſive Obedience-when' the beſt Plexs for Refiſtanse: 87 
fuch- Violators of Rights, never #0 reſiſt_the Ordinance of 
* God; which by S. Panl has Dammnatiox.annex'd to it 5 but 
to ſubmit to them, not only for wrath,-but alſo for Conſcience D 
ſake. They ſtuck 'to_ the Faith, and Laws of Chriſt, with 
Courage and Refoluteneſs; and bore, and broke all the 
unjuſt violence of the perſecuting Powers, with Patience z 
and never countenanced, or joyn'd, in any of the nu» 
merous Inſurre&ions made againſt them, tho they had fo . 
much "Temptation to it for their own fleſhly eaſe, as ap- 
' pears from Tertu//ian, Origen, Cyprian, &ec. in the foreci- 
ted Teſtimonies. And the like will be done by all others, 
who are for truſting their Souls with theirs, and think 
them ſafer in thoſe primitive and firſt taught ways, than. in 
any of the fo much fancied and magnified new-Inventions, 
\ Ps BM} REAL 3 = nes E ee de, 
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CHAP.'V._ 


: Of paſſive Obedience wider Inuaſions of Legal Rights 


! A Greeable to this-belief and praQtce, of the Chriſtians 
| under the New Teftement ; was that alſo of the Jews 

under the Old Teſtament, in this cafe, > 

' This was ſeer- in their Carriage towards thoſe Kings; 
both in Judah -and Jſfracl; who introduced ant ſet. up an 
Jdolatrous Worſhip. To bring in; or to maintain [dolatry, 
was an Invaſion upon the”Law 'of their Lazd, as well as 
upon the Rights of God.” Yea, and that in a point, which 
may ſeem' the very- ground and-bottom of:their Law, 
and among the- moſt fundamental, as many now to move . 
Stirs would' have taught them, in the Jerſb Conſtituti- 
on. For the Civil State of Jury, was at firſt a Theocracy. 
The true God, was not only their God, whom they were 
to obſerve in regard to another World : but their King 
too, under whom they were incorporated, and to unite - 
together as a Society. of this World. As a Polity of this 

I 


World, 
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oy 
—_ 


. ..._ _- » Paſfve Obedlitnct under, Invaſſant' 5 
Worls, they were Gods People, who modelFd their Con- 
ſtitution, and. preſcribed them their Laws, from whom, 
and in whoſe Name, was Legiſlation and Judicature, and 
who, as their fupreme Orderer and DireQor; was to be 
conſulted, for Peace and War. The Lew of Moſes, whom 
* Tay 'Is- Longinus calls the * Legiſlator of the Jews, was the Law of 
"= their Land, And this Law, was' a political._Covenant be- 
_ wet vu; twixt them and the true God, all to be obſerv'd in keep- 

P-34 ing under. him, not in Defetion from him. Hence, the 
going to ſerve other Gods, is by -way-of eminence- call'd 
working Wickedneſs in breaking or tranſgreſſmmg bis Covenant. 
Deut. 17. 2, 3, &c. And accordingly, Moſes, having #he 
imo Tables of the Law in' his hands, which be + calls the 
Tables of Gods Covenant with-the Jews; brake both. the Ta- 
bles before their eyes, when be ſaw them fallen from the Wor- 
ſhip of God, tothe Golden Calf. Thereby noting the Co- 
venant to-be broken by Ido}-Worſhip, and that theſe Laws 
or Tables, were a Charter or Covenant, to incorporate 
them under the true:God, not. woder.:ldols, Deut. 9.17. 
And anſwerably, on any;ſuch defegion, ſuch Inquiſition 


* 
- 
. £ 
* 


Fv.9. 11. 


and Procedure, both towards Sedicers and Seduced, was 


appointed thereby, withott any AJowance of Miſprifzon 

fc. 13. Or [[Concealment even of the deaxeſt-periop, as is proper 

8.9." for the higheſt State Crime. 6. 13,and C17. , So that for 
any Kivg, 'ro/go' to fer ip ofheri Gads: inn; Fury 3 wag mot 
only ito ac&aHllegally, ' or break. thro 'Laws. and Statutes 
among them; but to undermine the very bottom'gf all 
their Laws, and break'in upan the main and moſt impory 
rant things'in:the Jewiſh:Law: or. Conſtitution. 

_ . Now Abab, fuppreſled the qo oe-i] Hig true God in 
Jfael, which was the. legal and :eſtabliſh'd Religion; ba- 
niſh'd and pat fo death the Prophets, extirpated the Pro- 
feflors, in Appearance, ſo far, as that they ſeem'd even 

* 1 King: Clear gore to * Elijah bimſelf. And having pul'd. down 
xix. 14. the Worſiip of God, preſcribed by Law 3 fet up the Wor- 
” ſhip of Baal, that was forbid by Law, and all by his owa 
Authority. Here, was mere Will and Power, over-ruling 

Laws; 


LIM! 
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- expreſly depoſed anddifauthorized: 
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Laws; and illegal Tnvaſion and arbitrary Power, in the 
moſt tender and fundamental points: row! all rhis ated to. 
the bigheſt Extremities; and with greateſt Outrage. But 
yet all this would not authorize their levying War, and 
Tiſing in Arms, againft this impious and illegal Invader of 
Religion and Laws. Even Elijah, whoſe Spirit goes fur- 
ther in oppoſition and return of ill, than + Chriſes doth, f Luk. ix. 
calling down: fire from Fleaven to conſume thoſe that were ſent 5% 53:35- 
zo take him: yer oppoſes all this, only. by freedom of _ 
Confeſſion, and faves: himfelf by flight, and enjoys his 
'Soul in Patience, and ſeeks Redreſs by Prayers and Truft 
in- Providence. But never ſollicits, nor ſeeks- to ſtir up 
the many Thouſands in Iſrael, both Priefts and People, who 
poſſibly mightihave' fome- Remains of Faith and Zeal for 
the Lord of Hoſts, to defend their legal and eſtabliſh'd 
"Worſhip, and Keep out Heatheniſm againſt their King, b 
Inſurretion and Rebellion. But wicked, idolatrous, and il- 
legally adminiſtring Ahab; and-his' Hoſe, were to hold his 
Crown;till God himſelf, who'is the rightful Judge of Princes, -: 

oled:s gutnc hew, and, not by mere 
conſe of Providence; bat by || particular Nomination, and, 
the #nomting of a'Prophet, ſet Jehu upon tis Throne. (1 King. 


-5«dah, than to peeſecute-che true Worſhip of God; and to 55.1213 


t up, and impoſe falſe one,-in its ſtead. All'the Kings 


of I/rael, were open and plain Idolaters. And ſo were ſe- 

-veral, of the Kings of Juieh. Particularly, * Ahaz ſbut *2Chron. 
up the doors of the Houſe of the Lord, fell t6 the Abomi- "23 
.nation-of the Heathen, and niatle hins Altats in every cop- © 


ner of Jeruſalem: And f' Menaſſeh, brought the Heathen | Chron: 
Idols into the very Temple of Jeruſalem : excluding and 
baniſhing the true God, whoſe Worſhip was ſetled b 

Law, from his own Houle 3 and ſetting up the Abomins- 

tion of Idols, which the Law forbad, in the moſt pub- 


lick places. Here, is legal Fruth, arbitrarily turned out : 


and illegal Error, as arbitrarily ſet up, even in the autho- 
rized and moſt publick places, the Churches and Temples 
| I 2 


" oe” 


{| 1- Sam. 
xx1l, 18. 


| Paſſrve Obedience under Invaſſons Et 


of the Land. And this, againſt all Religion, and Nati- 
onal Laws; even thoſe, that inthe ſtyle of many.now to 
ſtir up InfurreQjon, would be call'd molt eſſential to the Ci- 


vil Conſtitution ..it ſelf; and which were not dependant 


on the King, either to make, or to repeal them. But 
Elijah and Eliſha, Micha and Iſaiah, and all the other ho- 
ly Prophets, who, of all perſons, were the fitteſt, as the 
Trump of God, to ſound to Arms, and call men to riſe 
in Gods Cauſe: yet, when ſent to cry out, againſt this 
diſhonor of God, 'and breach of Laws, they did it only 
as - Conteffors, not as Ring-leaders to Rebellion. They 
never attempted this courſe for. redreſs, nor ſtirr'd up the 
People, to defend God and the Laws againſttheir Kings 
by. armed .Refiſtance, 'or by Depoling of:thoſe impious 
and arbitrary Princes. i A E 

To deſcend now from Religion, when taken into the 
Law, and made a Civil Right, -to Property, Saul perſecu- 
ted David, not in any way of Law and Juſtice, but of 
mere wiltul Fury,and Cruelty, to ſhed his 7»»ocert Blood: 
as. he had already done, by. the Blood of..al} Nuzber of 
Prieſis, without any regard, either to the Innocence of 
the Men, or the Sacredneſs of their Fun&tion:. This ſure 
was an Invaſion of Rights, not only the common Rights 
of Humanity, but of their Civil Rights, of the ſixth Com- 
mandment ſaying, Thou. ſbalt xot kill, which was. not only 
the Law of God, but the Law of their Land, or of Jary. 
Now whilſt Sa/ was ating thus againſt Law, and inva- 
ding Rights 3 doth David think. he has loſt all claim to his 
former Submiſſian, and may be looked on-thenceforward, 
3nd oppoſed, -as a-mere unauthorized perſon 2., No, but 
owns him for the Lords anointed. at that very times. and 
thereupon, that he could not do. againſt: him, what was 


- unlawful againſt one, of that Charattgr and. Denomina- 


tion. Flow cas [ ſtretch forth my hand. againſt him, and. be 
gxuiltleſs, ſeeing be is the Lords anointed. 1 Sam. xxvi. 9. 
Like as afterwards, whilſt Pilate was paſting an unjuſt 
Sentence. in. a Caſe. of Blod, and that againſt his _ 

| ON= 


UMI 


of. Legal : Rights among\the Jews. 


Conſcience and 'Confeſhons: our -Lord ſtill. owns him 
as one, .that had Power. over. him:from ahove. Jo.xix. 11, 
' - Such hkewiſe was the. breach of Property, when Ahab, 
againſt all Law and Juſtice,: ſeized Naboth's Vineyard; to-- 
gether -with:his Life,” which was a much more valuable 
Freehold. And-when Jezabel $1l'd- all places, with Hlegal” 
Executions; keeping alive the Prieſts of Baa/, whom the 
Law utterly and incxorably, deftroy'd : and; deſtroying al 
the Prophets of the Lord be: conld:-fied, goed Obadiah ven- 
turing his life, to hide and maintain.an hundred. of then by 
Fifties in a Cave from her fury, all whom the Law pro- 
tected. And when the Kings and-Princes;. of Judah, and * < tv 
uu were complained of by * 1ſajab, for Exa&tons, ,and #5 
pareſſions, and perwerting of Juſtice. As others were by 17. 
+ Jeremy, || Ezekiel, + Eloſea, * Amos, + Micha, | Zephania , || Ezek. 
&c. for Grinding the" Faces of their Subje®s, ſhedding in- v816t1.9.._ 
nocent Blood, and turning. aſide: the Poor inthe Gate from *Amv.12. 
their Right. But tho here was: breach of Laws, and le- Co 
gal Properties :. yet was [this riever- allow'd,; asa jult Pre- 15, v7. 


;tence for the injured :ShbjeAs; hy force;of Arms. to do | Zeph. 


themſelves Right,' and rebel:againſt, ſack invading 'Prin- ** 


-CCS». + The: holy: Prophets talked of. no. Forfeitures of 


Crowns, or Depoſitions of Kings, or diſcharge of Duty _ 
and- Allegiance, ori theſe Becounte:;: but.refer'd them to. 
God, the Supreme Juilgez4o right them againlt their in- 
vading ——__ This in| thoſe days: was- their Maxim, 
as It 1s in the Words of Rabbi Jeremiah 3 No creature. may 
judge the King, but the holy and bleſſed God alone... | See 4n- 
. |] Some, indeed, think. $Q turn; by: the. Scriptures of the #977 - 
Old Teſtament, forbidding: tbis:Refiftatce among;the Jews, _ | 
as of no force with us, becauſe they had Kings immedi- Sahni. | 
ately delegated by God, either, in Anſwers from t e Cloud, of 0the 
Glory, or UnGion by Prophets, And-what: was there forbid - Ix 
againſt ſuch a King, they think..is. only of. force under 
qthers, whoJcome in by like ſpecial propbetical Delegation. 

Now as to this, it ſolves. not the Argument, from the 
Dueneſs. of Non-refiſtance to Jewiſh or I/ratlitiſh Kings : 

for. 


' AR | | at ul P uf » Obedience apder Is zafons | 


for that was as due to thoſe that wanied, as to thoſe that 
hid theſe immediate Nominations. It was as due to 4bab, 
and: all. thoſe other Kings of Zfrael, that were ſuch Invaders 
of. E4Ws aHd" Rights, as I-gbſerved;'as.. ro: Feroboam, or 
q 16 Jehy. Ard tYet/2among; the: Kings'of Tjrel,. Feroboam, 
| and Jebu alotie, had this prophetical Nomination ; ; all the 
eſt: coming \in'by. bumanie Titles, like the Kings of :6ther 
Nations:" "Arias due- thi- Hezekiah,: and Joſiah, and all 
the” othir®Kin 2Yy0f Judghythar wereKinge/by deociit ; as 
to Sil, 6r Date who were'fet up by immediate Meſlag 
, from," God:” | Atid y yet, after David, and Solomor, t 


4 va CroWiih b Jageh, went- by the courſe of Deſcent in the 
! Ron Blood, without y locerpoſition; ſo-faras we-can 
Y tt Seife re; 4 of Gody'perfonal Nomination: 'vEypety.an 


'S who was ws againſt Hthaliah after: eats 
er, ao foch thing was» ptetended. ade the 
"mana eee Revokntion; not pretending for 
Fri » Toaſh, any Meſſage: = of nropinr, qr Anſwer from 
the oud of Oey thid:that been their , methad 

of ſetritſÞup-Kings in! DOE. 'diys, he;ias chief 
ſhould 'Kave: confulteds batival of Ns heritable Right -a0- 
t+Chrog, COIN tothe Conftitution © Jury, or being of lu the 


xii, 3. Houſe 0 _ 
Bene Not-refiſtatic onal of thet Duties to Sovereign 
Goverdcrl 5 nor ds nd :upor'the methad, or way of 


coming into Power 5\-but only'on that rightful Power and 
Authority, ' they 'are'come into: Hoxor thy Father, obey 
Magiſtrates, ſmbrit #0\ohd Wing as ſupreme, be ſubje# to the 
Higher Powers, ”and ovkerthkeSayings of Scripture requi- 
ring theſe: Duties, lookonly at-the Authority, If a Man 
is the true Father, the rightful Power, + and the lawful 
King, they ask'no more 'to' make all theſe due to him: 
making no difference, whetheribe comes to have this Right, 
by an Humane Title,” 'br-by. a Divine. i _ - 
Now all *that- Giadls perſofial- Nomination-doth , is, 'as 
other perſonal Tirles do, to fix the: Power in a certain 


perſon. It gives no inlargement of Power, or greater ex- 
tent 
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tent of Prerogative- :: And'not widening or! eblarging: rhe 
Authority, it. can- make, or ica)l for-no mozcaDuty. And 
- accordingly, theſe Duties, were as-much thedue of thoſe 
Kings; .that came in by humane Titles: amongithe-Jews; as 
of rthoſe,; whorwere: perſdnally.: named 'by!/Odd himſelf, 
And they are+as due, to any Kings-ot other: Nations, as 
they were to iFewiſh Kings, For Government; is\oſtitu- 
ted of Gad, for all:Nations; ed well ap. Yue: And Obe- 
dience ta. Governors, is a-naturat'Puny» i. So that Subjects 
of all Governments, ate call'd.'t0. pay theſe Duties," as 
much as the ;Jewifh Sabjeis were: Now? ro'bid: men be . 
ſubje@, and fubwiſroe; and” obedient, and /not-4o rehſt, and 
the like, are--as plairi and: full,..as F-noted at- firſt;s as #he 
moſt; ordinary Underftanyingsaredvtoibe taoghty agaioſt 


all -Reſiſtange. What faid-Gog-qzorgfthar) this ugen 

Reſiſtance; tothe Jews, when he named: ny-Ki felf2 

Nay, af iwe come to. make: Compatiſons,. where'are: che 

Sayings againk it, under anyiſuch Kinpy;'fo:mumerousand 

expreſs? And theſe are as plain, if Men:are willing un- 

derfiand what: God:.plamly tells chem whe tpoker in 

cole. of acRomanBinperor,, who! haul avdhunine Tithe y\ is, 

they would have been; in cafe of Saxb;« who-bad''s dis 

vine :Tide. hon wn bon 2 JG MINS POT 

They are due to any perſons, as having Gods-Anthority, * 

and. being. his. Vicegerents, ''Thus:||S: "Pau notes of af jp, . 

Duties of .Subjet#ri, qad: particularly: of Norreſeftanct; Tay- wii. 1, 2: 

ing, (They that tefiftr ſhall receive Damnation, as refilting the 4: 5 

Powers (hat be: of {3od; and the" Ordinance of God, and re 

quiting Sbjetion owt.of wy cs becauſe they arei Gods 

Mariſters. 'So-thit 'as:to matter of Reſiſtance; 'ay other 

King; has the conſcionable -Bay:apainſt it, >as mich 445-2 

King of Gods: own: naming, if he be 'bur Gods Mznifter 

and: Ordivence. -\But'ridw the Power'of Kings by humane 

Titles, 1s Gods Power, and God owns this way of coming 

11, and empowers.them #s'much, as thoſe that come in by 

his own perſonal Nomination: declaring, that their Powe 

er 1s his Power, and that they are his Miniſters and' Or- 
dinaxce, 
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of Legal Rights among the Jews. 65 
mannre of coming in : but only on the Rightfulneſ7, and 
Degrees, of that, Power and; Property, which any Perſons 
are come in to. More Power, I grant, there is in ſome- 
Princes, and more Liberties to ſome Subjeds, than to 
ethers, according to the difterence of Civil Governmeats 
and Conſtitutions. But ſince the Power of the Jewi/h 
Kings, was a Power limited by Laws, as ours is; an Inva- 
fion of Laws and Rights, can no more juſtifie Refiſtance 

: in our Caſe, than it did in theirs. And to fay they did 
not come into this limited and Legal Power the ſame way, 
makes no difterence as to this bullets 

The Scriptures of the New Teftamert likewiſe, + they tb. Artg 
endeavor to turn off, by ſaying, they only bind us not to re- 
bt, when true Religion has Laws againſt it : but for all thoſe 
Precepts, we may reſiſt, when it has a Law on its ſide. . If - 
we may dothus, when we havea Law for Religion : then, 
ſince Law is as good in one Caſe, as in another, when we 
have a Law for Liberty, or Property, or any thing elle. 
But this, as I have ſhewn, is contrary to the ſenſe of thoſe 
Goſpel Precepts,and to the Beliefand PraQtice of Goſpel and 
Primitive Times. Which tied up the Hands of Chriſtians, 
when they ſuffered illegal things, and were treated by 
their Governors, in numerous and moſt concerning Points, 
againſt the Laws, - ory 
Again, || they ſay thoſe Precepts were direCted again? || 1b. Art. 

Tews, who were not for ſubmitting, or paying Allegiance, to '* 
Foreiners, or Heathens. Admit they had one Eye agamſt 
theſe: yet, at the ſame time, they had as much againſt 
any others, that would have run into the fame Jewiſh Pra-: 
dice, or have been for making Warlike Reſiſtance to thoſe 
Powers, on any other pretences. The thing thoſe Pre- ' 
cepts are plainly for ſecuring, is Noz-Refiftance to thoſe 
Powers, notwithſtanding any thing, that could be alledged 
againſt them. And as the Jews might pretend in thoſe days, 
that they were Foreiners, and Heathens : fo might others, . 
and with as much truth too, that they were Invaders of 
Law®, of Rights, and Liberties. And yet for all theſe, 

K or 
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66 No Reſiſtance on ſuch Invaſions of Rights, by our own Laws. 
or any other pretences Seditious Spirits ſhould (tart, the 
Apoſiles peremptorily injoyn all good Chriſtians, to own 
them ſtill as Gods Ordinance, and to forbear all warlike 
Refiſtance towards rhem, #0t only for wrath, but for Con- 
ſcience ſake. And thus, in obedience to thole injunAtions, 
they all praCtiſcd at that time: as their followers did, in the 
ſucceeding Perſecutions. And the Scriptures are written 
for a Rule of Chriſts Church, alike in all times: as much 
tous, as they were to former Ages. So that theſe Precepts, 
both of Old and New Teſtament, are as binding upon us, 
as ever they were, upon either the Jews, or the Primitive 
Chriſtians. And whatever pretences were pleadable in their 
| Caſe, whilſt the Inſpired Pen-men told them they were 
bound'not to Reſiſt :-to be ſure thoſe ſame pretences, can ne- 
ver Cancel our Obligation more than it did theirs, or make 
it lawful for us do it. We muſt follow them to Heaven, in 
the ſame way the Apoſtles taught, and they took; or elſe 
we are not like to-get thither at-all. | | 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the unlawfulneſs of. Reſiſtance, on ſuch Inva- 
4 ſions of Reb pie own Laws... 


-, - LF ” 


FO all this, which I have hitherto Diſcourſed, fromthe, 
: Obligations, both of Fews, and Chriftians 3 I ſhall now 
Thirdly, In the Thrid Place, Note from our own Laws, how 
little Ground there is with us in theſe Realms, totake up Arms 
againſt our-Sovereigns' for. any Rights, becauſe of their being 
Legal; or for Religion, becauſe:of its being taken: into the 
Law of the Land. For thoſe very Laws, - which eſtabliſh 
our Religion, and particularly the. 44 of Uniformity, forbid 
this way of Defence, and dec/are-it unlawful dn any Pretence 
whatſoever, to take up Arms againſt the King. 
This Declaration was made, upon occaſion of the Greaz 
Rebellion begun in 4r. and for preventing any ones falling in- 
; to 


No Reſiſtance on ſuch Invaſions of Rig hts, by our own Laws. 67 
tothe like again. And therefore, by any Pretence whatſoever, 
ir muſt more particularly include all thoſe Pretences, which 
were given out for taking Arms at that time. And thoſe 
Pretences, as may be ſeen from the Votes and Declararations of 
that Parliament, a brief Account whereofis given in the Yzew 


of the late Troubles, were, the f Preſervation of Liberty and : 7 ap P; 


Property ; of Religion and Laws ;' of the Privileges of Parlia- 3g, 4 
i ment, who are the Conſervators of all our Rightsz, gnd for 
[| keeping out of Foreign Forces, Which the King was faid'to || P. 70, 
be endeavouring to bring in, to inſlave this Kingdom. Which 75: 55- 
Pretences, are the beſt rhart can be invented for Forcible De- * * 
fence, and fo, as oft as they are bent on change, will pro- 
bably be made uſe of, by Men of like Minds hone Ages. 
Indeed, ſo far as Words and plain Declarations. can do. ir, 
our Law ſeems to have taken all the Care the Wit of Man 
can take before hand, to- prevent all Recourſe to this, way 
of Defence againſt our Lawful Sovereigns, by leaving nane 
in this way to be our Defenders, or capable to pretend a 
Power of making uſe thereof. Ifany could liſt Armies a- 
gainſt the King, not only in Defence of private Rights, bur of 
the Laws, or the very Conſtitution it ſelf, when the Kings 
chance to break in upon them: It would certainly be the 
| two Houſes of Parliament. But the Act about the Mzliria 3. 
Car. 2. c. 6. and 14. Cay. 2. c. 3. declares the Power of the 
Militia, fo much conteſted by the Parliament in King Charles 
the Fir/s time ; yea; and that on this very Pretence, that 
they might therewith Defend the Laws and Liberties againſt 
him : tobe ſolely in the King, And that neither one, nor both the 
Houes of Parliament, can, or lawfully may, Levy any War, 
either Offenfiue, or Defenfrue, againſt him. So that take even 
the moſt Defenſible Rights, which feem beſt to delerve a 
War ; and put them into their Hands, who have the beſt 
Claim to be their Defenders : and yet tis plain by this Act, 
that they are not to defend them againſt the King, by Le- 


| vying War, or Liſting Soldiers. 
K 2 nl 
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68 No Reſiſtance on ſuch Invaſions of Rights, by our own Laws, 
Tis true, our Parliaments are taken into the Govern- 
ment, and have a ſharein the Higheſt Acts, as making Laws. 
Whence ſome have argued, that upon the Princes Breaking 
in upon the Legiſlative Power, -the Parliament may take 
Arms againſt ſuch an Invader, as one Sovereign may againſt 
another. This Inference, is direQly againſt the A& laſt 
mentioned, which declares they have no Power againſt him, 
either {pr avy Offenſive, or Defenfroe War. 

Bur to clear this Point, this Share of theirs in the Legi- 
flation, as I conceive, is not a Sovereign's, bur a Subjet's Part. 
They are called in toconſult, and with Authority of Nega- 
tive, uponall Laws to be impoſed on them : which is a great 
Security, indeed, of their being well-governed, and bound 
to nothing but wharis fortheir Benefit, no Law being to be 
made or repealed, without their own Conſent. Bur this 
Libercy of conſulting, and Authority of Negative, is ſtill un- 
der the King the only Sovereign 5 nor on equal Terms with 
him, as two Independant Sovercigns. Agreeably, we find 
the Stile in the As ſooften is, Be it erated by the King our 
Sovereign Lord, with the Aſſent- of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and of the Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſ- 
embed and by Autbority of the ſame. As 37. H. 8. c.4, 
& 25, H.8.c. 11. & 19. H.7. c. 18. & 23, & 3, Edw. 4. 
C. 4. & 7. Edw. 4 c. 3.& paſim. Or, our Lord the King, by the 
Advice and Aſſent of the ſaid Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
at the Requeſt of the Commons in this Parliament Aſſembled, and 
by Authority of the ſame, hath Ordaindand Eftabliſh'd. &c. 12. 
Ew. 4.c. 8. Tho the King is not A#/olute, without Rules 
in Governing 5 nor aloxe, without Partners in Legiſlation : 
yer is theirs only a Subjedts Part, not a Coordinate Sove- 
reigns; and he alone is Supreme, both in Legiſlation and Ex- 
Ecution. | 

Forgur Law, and Church too, fixes all the Sovereignty of 
the Realm ſolely in the King. The Kings Majeſty hath the Chicf 
Power in this Realz of England Ic. unto whom the chief Govern- 
ment of all Eftates of this Realm whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or 


» No Refiſtance on ſuch Invaſions of Rights, by our own Laws. 6g 
gion, - He is the only Supreme Governor, of this, and all other his 
Realms, in all Temporal things, as well as Spiritual, ſays the 
Oath of Supremacy. His Realm recognizes noSuperior under God, 
but only his Grace, ſays Stat. 25. H. 8. c. 21. His Parlia- 

" ments,when they meet, both ſir, and Act, only as his Sub- | 
jets, not as his Compere Sovereigns, he not having Parem 
in Regno ſuo, as * Brafton fays. For by order of Law, they *1 7. c.8. 
were to take the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance 3 pro- 
feſſing by thoſe Solemnities of Religion, that he is the” ſole 
Sovereign, and that they, whilſt ating there, are only his 
Subjedts. When, during their Seflion, they make to- him _ 
any Addreſſes, they Stile themſelves bis Majeſties moſt Loyal, 
and Dutiful Subjetts, Yea, in As and Statutes themſelves, 
they have often uſed the ſame Stile; calling, as him , their 
Gracious Leige Lord and Sovereign; ſo themſelves, his Fum- 
ble, Loving and Dutiful Subjefs, in thoſe Ads of Legiſlation . 
In all Humble manner ſhew unto your moſt excellent Majeſty, 
your Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjefts, the. Lords and 
Commons Gc. ſays Stat. 12.Car. 2. c. 30. We your Majeſties 
moſt Faithful and Loyal Subjefs, the Lords and Commons Ge. 
fays Stat. I. Jac.c.1. We your Majeſties moſt Loving, Faith- 
ful, and Obedient Subjefts, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons &c. repreſenting the three Eſtates of this Realm, 
( ſo bearing only the Part and Place of Subjeas in that Re-' 
preſentation,) ſays Star. t. Eliz. c, x. and the like may beſeen 
in the Aﬀs under Q. Mary, as inStat. 1. Mar. Seſſ. 2. c. 1. 
under King Edward.6. as Stat. I. Edw. 6. c. 14. and K. Henry 
8. as Stat. 37. H. 8.c. 4. & c.-17. 

By all which, I conceive it plainly appears, that the two 
Houſes fit with the King in Parliament, - and concur in ma- 
king Laws, not as Coordinate Powers, that are equal tohim; . 
bur as Subordinate under him : not in Place of Sovercigns, 
bur of Subje&s under him their ſole Sovereign. So thar if 
any Parliaments. head InſurreCtions againſt our Kings, they 
are Wars ot Subjects ſtill againſt rheir Sovereigns, and ſuch 

* as they neither can, nor Lawfully may make; no not in their - 

'l- own Defence, as the Statute ſays. | 
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_ Thoughts But +fome Appeal from the Letter of theſe Laws and Le- 


Pri- _ - "0 ne”, » ba dion IH WEI 
2ate Per- Bal Declarations, to the Equity of them 3 and think, tho 


ſen about the Letter of the Law condemns reſiſting SubjeQs, that the 


. 


8 Juf i Equity thereof will acquir and juſtifie them. © _ - 


0 


entle=> This Plea of Equity, againſt the Letter of theſseLaws and 
___ Legal Declarations, is for excepting ſome particular Caſes, 
* Hrk. y. 1fOm being meant and comprehended in the general. Terms 
9, 10.23. uſed therein : and that is by. way of Preſumption, that the 
Makers ofthoſe Laws and Declarations would have except- 
ed them; had the Caſes been forcſeen, or particularly put co 
them. Bur there is no Place for prefumprions of a thing, 
againſt expreſs Declarations to the contrary'z or for ſup- 
poling ſuch exceptions in Laws, that fay themſelves they 
do not except any Caſes. And this the foreſaid Declarations 
do inthis point of Reſiſtance ; declaring it 7 be unlawful, to 
take up Arms againſt the King on any Pretence whatſoever. Yea 
being made with a particular Eye againſt theſe Pretences, of 
Irvaſion of Laws, Religion &c. So that they muſt needs be 
underſtood ro comprehend, and not to exceptthem, as I not. 
ed before, | 
Beſides, Military Reſiſtance of Sovereign Powers ſtands 
forbid, by the Letter, not only of our Laws, but alſo of Na- 
rure and Scripture; the Fiffh Commandment, and other 
Scripture Pxecepts, calling indiſpenſibly for SubjeQion and 


Obedience, (which bars all fuch Reſiſtance, ) to Sovereign 


Princes, from all Perſons, and at all times. And there is no 
pleading Equity, to exempt any Caſes, from the Generality 
of their Expreſſions. For there is no urging Equity, againſt 
Natural Duties. In mere Poſitives, or in things of mere 
Human Obligation, it may have morePlace. Bur in'Mar- 
ters of intrinſick Goodneſs, and Natural Obligation, it has 
none. They areſtanding Rules, that admit of no exception, 
and che Plea of Equity muſt always, and only be forthe 
keeping, but never for the breaking of them. No Man 
maſk ever pretend Equity, for leave to commit Murder, or 
Adultery, or to Steal, or to Rebel, or to Transgreſs any 0- 


ther Law of Nature. For the main care of Equity, is » 
| make 
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make theſe Duties inviolablez -and fo the: Argument to be 
drawn from thence, is in every Caſe to A& according to 
them, but in no Caſe to AQ againſt them. 

The Pretence for Equities exempting ſome Caſes from the 
 Prohibitions of Reſiſtance, is for the ſafety of Subjefs, becauſe 
ſay * ſome, no Man caz owe ſo much Duty to his Prince, as not * =— 2. 
to have a Salve for his Safety eſpecially for his Life. But what *© © 
a Man owes, oris oblig'd to by the Law of Nature, nor only to 
his Prince, but to the meaneſt Fellow-Subyect, or to any of 
Mankind, is without any ſuch Salvo, even for Life, and he 
may not transgreſs ſuch Natural Duty towards them, tho ir 
were to fave his Lite. It nor being lawtul to Steal, or Mur- 

' der, or commit Adultery, or Tranſgreſs any. other Natural - 
Duties againſt our Neighbours, no not when wearethe moſt 
put upon it, and tempted thereto to-ſave our ſelves. . 

Iadd, whatever People ſpurr'd on by a defire-of Revenge,. 
may vainly fancy in Favor of their own Paſſions, that Equi- 
ty ſets more by Submiſſion im all-Caſes, than by this defired: 

Liberry of Reſiſtance. Irs firſt Precept about this Matter is, 
whatever the Governor be, to have Government kept up;: as 
which is by holding on Submitſſon, that is always caſt offby _ + 
Reſiſting. . Andthis, not only in Regard to Gods Autho- "« 
ricy, whereto it calls for Juſtice and Submiſſion, tho in an: 
evil Prince but alſo in Care of the Subje&s ewnGood.. Which: 
amidſt all the hazards Men may think:the DoQrine of Non- 
Reſiſtance to be attended withal, is much more, and much: 
ſafer, in this Conſtancy of Submiſſion and Non-Reſiſtance;. 
than it would be inthe contrary Liberty of Reſiſting and run- 
ning to Arms, . on the forefaid Pretences. 

Laſtly, that Equity doth not exempt from this Non-Reft- 
ſtanceis:plain, becaule itis a general Principle, and what ex-- 
emprion it gives would be General: under all Governments,. 
abſolute as well as limited, and in all times and Places, 'one 
having as much Claim to Natural Equity, as another has. 
And ſo, there would have been Exemption thereby under the 
Roman Emperors, fancied (tho without Ground) to have 


been abſolute and arbitrary Governors; and in the Primi- 
| tive 


Po 
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tive Scripture Times, as well as under our Kings, and in this 
preſent, or the preceding Age. - Whereas, our Bleſſed Savi- 


- our, and hisHoly Apotles and the Primitive Saints, plainly 


|} 1d. p.15. 
22. 


{| 1d. p.12, 


admit of no exemption under thoſe. Emperors. And the Ma- 
nagers of this Plea -own there was none, nor allow any Li- 
berty of Reſiſting, under any abſolute and arbitrary King. 

' They || appeal likewiſe, from theſe Declarations of our 


23. 4d ] aws, to the Nature of our Conſiitution, and the exd of our 
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Frame: and think, it will juſtifie that Reſiſtance, which 
theſe Sayings and Dectarations of Law Condemn. | 

But as to our Conſtitution, thereby the Supremacy is fixed 

ſolely in the King ; and therein is an expreſs denyal of all 
Coercive Power over him.z and a Declaration or Maxim, 
that be can.do no Wrong, what he doth, being by Miniſters, 
and they otfly, and not he, beingaccountable in any Court 
here for the, ſame. All which, leaving neither Fault im- 
putable to him to deſerve it, nor Autority in any others to 
Try and Judge him for the-ſame, muſt needs bar all For- 
feitures of the Crown. The whole power of the Militia, 
or of Liſting Soldiers, the Law declares to be only iz: him. 
And loudly aflerts the »#lawfulneſs, and Treaſonablexeſs, of 
all Levying War againſt him. - Nay, that even the Parlia- 
ment themſelves, as I noted, have-no Power to make any 
War, either Offenſive or Defenſive, againſt him. And in a 
Government of this Frame, owning oze irreſiſtible Sove- 
reign, and thus carefully excluding «ll taking Arms againſt 
bim, I do not ſee whence any ſhould hope tofetch this Li- 
berty of Reſiſting. 

And as for the end of that part of our Conſtitution, 
which lies in ſecuring our Liberties and Properties; that is 
plainly with limitation, and ſo far only, as they can be ſecured 
t0 SubjeF&s continuing Subjefts, i.e. 1n Confiſtence with Sub- 
miſſion, which is thrown off by Military Refiſting. They 


" are to be ſecured thereby to the Subjets of theſe Realms, 


ſo far as they can be ſecured, under a Sovereign and irre- 
ſiſtible Prince, (as our Conſtitution makes ours to be,) and 
by Men keeping to their Duty and Obedience. 

: CHAP. 
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CHAP, VII - CF 


of Paſſoe Obedience ander Invaders of Natural Rights. And 
theſe as Defenſable by Arms, as Civil Rights. 


Fs hitherto ſhewn,. that the Invaſion of Civil 
Rights. and Laws, gives no exemption from the 
Goſpel Duties of Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance, which 
I think I have made pretty plain, both from the Cafe of 
Jews, and Gent:les, and from our own Laws themſelves: I 
now proceed to ſhew,: jn the | 

Fourth and laſt place, that.if this defenfibleneſs of Legal. 
Rights, would exempt usz alike Defenſibleneſs of Natural 
Rights, would as well have exempted all other Subjets of 
Sovereign Powers, And ſo, contrary to what the Advo- 
cates of Reſiſtance themſelves affirm, would have left no 
ſuch Duty in the. World, as. Paſſeve Qbedience. The true - 
Chriſtian,and Thank:worthy Paſſivene(s, as + S.Peter obſerves, f 1 Pet. 
not being that of MalefaQtors, who ſuffer for their real 9 **- 
Faxlts ; - but of Righteous Perſons and Well-Doers, who 
cannot ſuffer, but” by an Invaſion of Rights, or unrighte- 
ous uſage. ; | 

All Oppreſſors, izvade Mens Natural Rights ; if they 
have no Got Laws, to make them Civil Rights, That 
/ Ruler, who. has no Civil Laws to guide him, is yet bound 

' to guide himſelf, by the Law* of Nature.and Reaſon. 
Now Nature, makes Right and Wrong, and . appoints. 
Laws for them. Elſe, by the mere Law of Nature, there = 
could be no ſuch thing, as unrighteouſneſs, or wtonging of - 
our Brethren. Thou ſhalt not Kill, and thou ſhalt not Steal, 
are ſome of Natures Laws. And all ſhedding of innocent 
Blood, all Theft, Lies, and breach of Faith, are by Nature 
violations of Right, and ſo unrigtiteous Ations. 

Now, Natural Rights, are as Defenſible this way, as 
any Civil Rights are. I do not only ſay, they are as 

| L Sacred, 
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call in the- 
Laws: one private Perfon, having Libertyjto fight another 


Paſſroe Obedience nnder Invaſion of Natural Rights, 
Sacred, and Inviolable :. yea, having God, and not man for 
their Author ; and a Divine Law, not an Human, for their 
Guard, they muſt needs be more 1nviolabe. But alſo, that 
they are as Defenfible by Force, as any Civil Rights, 
Thus, Princes, and Sovereign States, take Arms againſt each 
other, to defend their Natural Rights. And fo may Pri- 
vate. Perſons, (under like moderation of Chriſtian Charity, 
as they are to fhew in quarrelling for any other Rights,) 
when aſſaulted by Thieves, Murderers, or other unrighte- 
ous Attempters, and have no leiſure, or opportunity, to. 

Protetticn of Government, and Guard. of Civil 


i theſe Caſes, in defence of their Lives, Perſons, Liberty, 
and other things, which' are Natural Rights. And this 
is. the Liberty of oY Diſivcs: which is a Liberty. of de. 
fending theſe Natural, (or other) Rights, by our own Na- 
tural Force; -when, being out of the Cover of Laws, we 


are left, as in a State of Nature, to defend our ſelves. 


. *Tndeed, mere Natural Rights, have no Civil Defence, 


tif] they are taken in to be Civil Rights. That is, there is 


no Commencing an Aftion, and ung for them in any Civil 
Courts; till they are backed and defended by Civil Laws. 
Buit this way of Defending by force of Arms, is a Natural 


Defence, in which Laws give a Man no help at all, but 


heiis left purely to the ſtrength of his own Natural Powers. 


. And for Natural Rights, a Man may make his Natural De- 


fence, which is no more than the liberty of Self-Defence. 

- Nay, when Men come to defend their Civil and Legal 
Rights this way, 9iz.. by running to Arms, they defend 
them not as Civil Rights. For what Defence any thing 


- gets, by having a Civil Law for it, and being a Civil Right, 


1s a Legal Defence, or Defence by Legal Proceſs. It may 
be pleaded in a Law Court; and whilſt Courts. have Au-. 
tority, and Law can be heard in them, that will defend 
it. But when Men leave conteſting theſe Rights at Law, 
and *fall to Arms, they abſolutely throw off this Civil De- 


fence 3 there being no Cover or Defence from Law, _—_ 
| rawn 
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drawn Swords, nor any uſe in War, of Witneſs, Judge, 
and Juries. And, inſtead of that, they come back to Na- 
tural Defence, or by their own Natural ſtrength, which is 
to defend them as Natural Rights. Sothat Natural Rights, 
muſt needs be as defenſible by Arms, I conceiye, as-Civil 
Rights : fince Civil Rights, as Civil, are not at:all defen- 
fible by Arms, but by Law Suitsz ahd todefend them this 
way, Men muſt bring them out of the State of Civil, 
which lies in being under Government andiin Courts, .,in- 
to the State of Natural Rights. And when, in any Caſe, 
the Law jultifies this Defence afterwards, it is not as need- 
ing a Civil Law, but-under the Notion of a Natural 
Right, or as being the Nacural Liberty of Self-Defence. 

But now, if Subjets-might have recourſe tothis forcible 
Defence, and Levy War againſt their Sovereigns, upon 
their violation of Natural .Laws, and Invaſton of Natural 
Rights, which are as defen(lible this way, as any Civil 
Rights : then there is no ſuch thing as Paſſive Obedience, 
nor ever was any Submiſſion and Non-Reliſtance due;. to - 
ill and injuſt Kings. And ſon reality, ' there ſhould have - 
been none due,in thoſe times, when God always required it, 
both among Jews and Chriſtians : whoſe Paſſive Obedi- 
ence was never tried, but when they ſuffered unrighteouſly, 
by an Invaſion of their Natural and' Divine however, if not 
alſo of their Civil and Human Rights. So that this Plea, 
of the Deferſibleneſs of theſe Rights ky Force, will affard 
no eaſe peculiar to us, noralter the Cafe of Non-Reſiſtance 
with us, from what has been fo long ſince determined of 
it, in the Scriptures, and the Primitive Church. Had it 
been true, it would have ſet the ſuffering SubjeRs looſe in 
thoſe days. And, .as the Inſpired Men, and Holy Fathers, 
taught Non-Reſiſtance, as a Truth then : they would, 
were they now alive, tell us it is as true now, and bid us 
do the ſame in ours. | 

This forcible defence of. Civil Rights then, as wel! as . 
a like forcible defence of Natural Rights, muſt be limited 
to Private Perſons. If Men were under no Civil Governors, 
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Paſſoe'Obedienct under Invaſion of Natural Rights, 
they would be left each to defend their own Rights. And 


'when theyare under Government, they are ſtil] left to it 


againſt other Private Perſons, in Caſes that will not ſtay 
for the defence of Laws, or-for recourſe to Governors. 


"But there is no liberty for SubjeRs, to defend their Rights 
thus by joyning in' Arms, againſt their Jawful Sovereigns. 


The Holy Scriptures, and our own Laws, as I have ſhown, 
plainly forbidding this way of Defence, when Subjects ſuf- 
fer Invaſion of Rights. And the Pleaders for Reſiſtance, 
allowing they may- not take it. in defence of Natural and 


Divine Rights, no not in defence of Religion it (elf, til] it 


is taken in to ſtand by Civil Law; and Civil Rights, are 


not "more defenſible by. force of Arms, than Natural and 


Divine Rights are. | | 
To the Sovereign Power, the Command of God is, to 


be SubjeF. Then there is no Reſiſting, ſince warlike Re- 
ſiſtance throws off Subjeftion. So, Levying War in Subjects, 
can be no way of defending Rights againſt their Sovereign. 
Nor can they take any ways of Defence, but what are con- 
ſitent-with Subje&ion. Therefore their Defence of Rights, 
muſt only-be in thoſe ways, which keep in the Order of 
Government and Juſtice. If they are oppreſſed by a lower 
Power, they may ſeek to a higher, and ſo riſe, till in this 
way they have tried the Sovereign himſelf, beyond whom, 
in Subordination of Government, there can be no Ap- 
peal, but to God himfelf, So there is Human help this 
way, againſt all Governors, but the Supreme. Yea, ſome 
Kings themſelves, arc but imperfect Sovereigns. They have 
reſerved Cafes: and though they are Supreme, im all others; 
yet -in theſe they have Superiors, to take Cagnizance of, 
and declare their Failures,and diſcharge their Subjedts from 
bearing them any more Allegiance. And here is Human Re- 


_ dreſs,and that by force,even againſt the King : not by break- 


ing and caſting off the Order of Government; but by 


"keeping under, and paying ſubjection ro thoſe, whom, in 


theſe Caſes, the Laws have made Superior untohim, This 
may ſeem-the Caſe of Polafd, *where a Claule ſaid ro be in 
the Coronation Oath, ſounds to this purpole. Bur, 
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But,where a King is the Sole Supreme, both over all Perſons 
and 7# all Cauſes that can come under Judicial Cognizance : 
he can only have God above him. - And when he Invades 
the Rights, and ſtands in it; after we have ſought / ro 
Courts, and made Supplications, -and uſed all ways for a 
Subjects Redreſs: there is no way, but to be content with 
ſo much Right,. as we can have by continuing under his 


Government; and for the reft, to leave it to God, (who 


will be ſure to do it firſt or laſt,) either to redxeſs, or a- 
venge our Cayſe. But the way of Subjects, ;by order of 
God, who requires them for all this to continue ſubjeR, 
cannot be to reſume the liberties of ungoverned Perſons, 
and fall every one to right themſelves againſt him by force 
of Armsz which is to throw -off the ſtate. of Subjeas, 
and ſet up to be their own Governors. Nay, this way of 
defending Rights, would be the moſt unwiſe, and oppoſite 
to that ſecuring of Rights they aim at, as well as moſt of- 
fenſive to Almighty God. For however, in their heat, 
and uneaſineſs under Wrongs, 'Men are apt .to think this a 
way of recovering, and defending ſuch Invaded Rights:: 
in the end they will find, it is the way to leave, both 
them and all their other Rights, defenceleſs, and under no 
Guard, or Security at all. For Government, is. the. beſt 
ſafe Guard, of our Liberties and Properties, And ifonce 
we goto pull it down, we go at the ſameirime, when we 
do not think it, to pull down our ſelves, and to ſer open 
our own Ereedoms. The Fence being broken down, the 
Incloſlure becomes common, and our Rights lie open to all 

Intruders. #7 > "ro oy F-;4 
From this Diſcourſe I ſhall obſerve, that as to the Point of 
wing Forcible Defence, it ſeems no great difference, wher: 
eligion is Perſecuted, whether it ſtand upon its own Right, 
or be taken into the Law of the Land, and ſtand on Civil 
Right. Every Man has a Right, tobe truly Religious, and 
to ierve God, He hasa Right, to ſeek Eternal Happineſs, 
and to Truth in Religion, as\the way to it. And every 
Prince Invades this Rightz yea, I add, and God's too, wha 
| denies. 
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genie him this, and; Perfecutes him for it. If God has a 
Right to our Service, we ruſt needs have a Right, nay, be 
under Duty and Obligation, which I think is more than 
x Right, 'to ſerve him.” Andthis Right, 'is-unalienable; 
no Prince, of Power'on' Earth, who are all Authorized 
-to Rule us under God, not toRule over him, can, or ought 

to ſet it alide, or deprive'us thereof, ; Es 
And as no' Prince can, ſo can no Law do it. - For 
-whence-muſt that Law have ſuch Authority ?'Is it from 
God ? Ns ſure, he-eannot Authorize any Haman Laws, 
to:{et aſide his own Laws, for that were to give Men Au- 
'terity over himſelf, It is only 'the Power of the Law 
Maker, that gives the Law its Power. Andif the Human 
Power that made the Law, cannot takeaway this Right ; 
the'Stream cannot rife higher than the Spring, nor the EL 
fe& have what the Cauſe had not, ſo that the Law made 
by him cannot do it. If a Law attempts to take away 
this Right, it is as bad, as if a Prince doth it. As he 1s 
att unrighteous Prince, ſo is it an unrighteous Laws and 
we do: not ceafe to have this Right for either, but ſuffer 

equally --an Invaſion of an unalienable Right in both. 
Now, ſince Religion, however Perfecuted, whether 
with or without Law, isan unalienableRight: how ſhould 
its having, 'or wanting a Civil Law, either give or take a- 
way this forceable Deferice of- it, For its own Natural 
and Divine Right, is as defenſable by Natural Force, as [I 

have ſhown, as affy Civil Right the Law will add to it. 
An whartis it, that a'Civil Law doth, towards this way 
TMr- of its Defence? It maks it, ſay + they, a (vil Right ard 
[a Property : Anil a 'Perſecntimg Law ayainſt it, though, as it is 
on Doftor withed, it cannot command our Obedience; yet, as it is a 
_— Law, it may diſpoſe of onr Civil Rights, True, a Civil Law, 
= will-make or unmake a Civil Right, which gives or takes 
&C. p. 19, away a -Civ1l Defence, by Courts and Law Suits. When 
20 - ft has a Civil Right, it will haye Redreſs in Courts, and 
have Men puniſhed for invading of Civil Liberties. And 


when it has loſt this,by a Law againſt itz its Profeſſors muſt 
ES not 
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 'mbich- as Defenfible by*-Forbe;uan Court Bagh?3.;. 1."  -Mþ 


not come to Sue for it Coartt, or hope to find:anyi 
But what is this Defexee of Conyts, by being.a Crvil 

Right, ro Natural Defenoe,' or defending it-by Kee af” 

Armss Were the Dettrivie 6f Reſiſtance true: 3riÞ have. 


 ſhewn,it need not goto Cruel Right.to-Have this Natural D6- 


fence. or, if it did, Civil Right would fead 1g. back again oo - 
Natural Right; Civil Rights, when they eome to this way of _ 


Defence, throwing afide what they have by being Civil, and: - Lich 
coming into'the State of NaturalRights $6 that whilſt itre«. -::+ -; 
mains a Natural, 'of Divine Righe, « # Defeqſible by Arms, - © 
as if it were a Civil Right. _ And ſuch'a Right,. true:Re-' : 
' gion always is, and however Perſceuted, whether. with: 


Law, or: without, or/againſt it.' It -hokds this Right un-- 
alienably under the-unrighteous Invafianef Laws, asmich. 


as under the illegal Invaſion of Rulers:0lAH' having the ©, | 
Right'as' fully, if it were Defenſible"this- way, is might: _ 


Defend it as lawfully againſt their Invaſions, as againſt his. 
And then the Profeſſors of True, but Perſecuted Religion, . 
right fighr forit againſttheir Perfecuting Sovereigns,” nor - 
only for the Laws, but for-the Fruths fake; 'and'i be as. 
Free to make 'this Defencefor it, when '| 18-driven-out 
by the 'Law of the Land, as when it has that Law. on: 
its fide. Which, beſides” what'is ſaid thereto above, EF: 
note againſt thoſe, who make an armed Defence of Relt. 
ion among us, different from a like Defence in the daysof: 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Perfecutions: on account, Re-. 
ligion than had the Laws againſt itz but now; through the - 
blefling of God, 'it has the Laws on: its fide..  ' | 
W hat has been offered upon this la(t Point, is ſufficient- 
alſo, over and above what has been; faid to that before, 
againſt thoſe, who make our caſe different, from' that of: 
the Primitive Saints, either Fews or Chriſtians : berauſe-the: 
Nos- Reſiſtance they paid, was not, ſay they, to limited Rulers, 


.as our Kings are, being bound up by Laws; but 30 Abſo-., 


lite Governors, For, though ſome are more Abſolute, 1. e. - . 
more left ro Diſcretion, and have fewer Human Laws to - 
direct them, than others: yet, were no Governors ever. 


perfectly ſo. There were, both Laws, and gan 
OMs-. 
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doms and'Immunities, under. the Rowar Emperors, as I 

' have ſhew'd;: And Lewes v0t t0.be alter'd, under the Medes 

* Deut. and: Perſians." And: a. body of Laws, ( which. God * corr- 
|. Vil18,19 anded then. to keep always;by them, to, be; well tugied, and 
vers'd:gherin » $0:7ule the Adminiltration of che Tract; 
t5/þ:and -Jewiſþ Kings. And where Monarchs were left 
af 52 molt to themſelves, + Governing ut libitum, 
as Tacitzs ſays of Romulys 5 when || arbi- 
 #ria-Principurs pro Legibus erant, as Juſtin 
: teſtifies of -the ff Ages 5 and they did 
+ jure Dare, as Virgil ſays of Priamus and 


the--anciert Kings: "i.e. when they ruled 


F Nobis Remuilus ut bbition 
gmperitaverat.” Tacit. Ang.4.3. 
P- "7 TREO? a REST ea lat iT a. 


| Populus nullis Legibus te- 
nebatur : arbitria _ 
pro Legibus erant. Juſt. lib, 1. 


- 3 7 | 

+ Hoc Priams Geſtamen e- 
. rat, cam jura Vicats more du- 
bat Populs. Zneid:.7,: © * 


Aceſtes, indicitque forum, & 
Patribus dat jura vocatys. An. 
lib. 5. 


and judged their Subjets.moſily, not by 


.: » >. | -any Written Lays, but by their own Rea- 
— Gaudet regno yas : 


ſon- and;Equity, : yet even then, were the 
Laws of God and Nature, . always "to be 
a Rule to them-in their Adminiſtrations. 


Beſides, all the-Power of People, and the Liberty of 
reſuming their *primitive, natural Rights, and ſtanding up 
to right themſelves when wrongd by their Governors :, 
is grounded,: by the-\Advocates for Reſiſtance, on the 
Qriginal ContraF, whereby, in the firſt Framing and Con-. 
ſticution of every Government, when the People, as they 
ſay, parted each with their native Liberty, -and ſet Go- 
vernors oyer them, they every, where made theſe Reſerves 
for themſelves. This Original Contrad, is the laſt Ground, 
when things are run up to the top, of all Peoples riſing 
in Arms againſt unjuſt Powers; thus reaſluming the Au- 
tority they had formerly intruſted, when they ſee it miſ- 

. employed ,. and depofing thoſe Kings who had abuſed 
their. Truſt. [ 

Now this Original Contra, particularly as to our own 
Nation, will not be pretended, [ believe, to be any where 
extant upon- publick Record. And the rather, for that in 
Magna Charta it ſelf, the grand Record of our Liberties ; 
thoſe Liberties are not fetch'd from the Peoples own Re- 
ſerves, as if originally we came by them that way Le 

. from 
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from the Kings Grants and Donations, * Of our free and, þ,,,. 
mere Will, we have given and granted to our Biſhops, 8C. Magn. 
and to all Pree len of our Realm, theſe Liberties following. Chart. 
— + to have and to bold, to them and their Heirs, of ws, 4< «. 
and our Heirs for ever, ſays the Charter, And much leſs, 
' T think, are we to expect any Records of ſuch Reſerves, 
under the. firſ# and molt anciext Governments, For uMer 
them, the People were fo far from making, or recording, 
any ſuch fancied Reſerves of Rights and Privileges: that 
they had not any Record of Laws but what were in 
their Princes Breaſts, not ſo much as (tipulating for any 
Rules whereby they would be govern'd, but truſting and 
ſubmitting themſelves, to the Juſtice and Diſcretion of 
their Rulers, as I have noted. of the fir? Kings. 

But this ContraQ, 1s fetch'd from the common Reaſon 
and Nature of things: there being no other way poſfi- 
ble, as theſe Men fay, whereby Civil Government ſhould ' - 
take Riſe. Now the Nature of things, is one and the 
ſame, to al Times and Places. And common Reaſon, muſt \ 
be as common to Eaſt as Weſt : to the Perſians and Romans 
under thoſe more abſolute Powers ; as to the Goths, or 
Germans, or other Northern Nations, who have provided 
better for popular Liberties, And therefore, if common 
Reaſon and rhe Nature of things, will carry ſuch an Or- 
ginal ContrafF, the ground of Refiftance, forus; it would 
have done as much for them. And if it was not ſuffi- 
cient, to authorize Reſiſtance in their Caſe, as theſe men 
themfelves affirm, aſſerting them to haye been under a tye 
_ of Conſcience to -Paſlive Obedience: .it cannot ſuffice 
any more to do it in ours. Common Reaſon, and Nature 
of Government, pives equal proviſionto all, and as much 
Original Contrad to the Subjefts of abſolute Emperors, 
as to thoſe of legal Monarchs: who, whatever Liberties 
and Proviſions they have more, have them not from com- 
mon Reaſon, but the ſpecial limitations of their awn Laws. 
So that on this account, we muſt not take more liberty 
to our ſelyes, or make our Caſe, in point of Reſiſtance, 
different from theirs. M CHAP. 
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are inautoritative. 
UT when our. Rulers invade us againſt Right, ſay 
* Julian *ſone, "What Abthority is there in their Invaſions? 
og His any Min Authority t invade our Rights 2And if 
of a ÞPriv. our Gavernors have no Authority for their Invaſian: ſince 
Perſe we are to be ſubject only to Authority, is there any Ob- 
fiice of ligation on us for Submi n?, And may: we not make Re- 


Gent, Un- fiſtance, agatnſt wrautoritative AG? & Liberty for. Rel; 


dertak. at 
—_ fend our ſelves againſt our Equals. And when Kings aQ. il- 


. legally, and invade Rights: in thoſe Ads, ſay forge, they 
| haveno Authority, and Ats.dane againſt Law, which are 
the Rule of the Polity, are 4/748 ally powerkeſg... '$0.that 
we m J reſift them in uch Caſe, as we may, our. Equals; 
they aftipg there without Antbority, which 1s the ſame, as 


private xg rap 

No, lay I, under, r tho e. illegal Adings; they. are {till 
[Kings and SoverSih. othere. be.no, Authority dexis 
yed into the Alon D, "whit , $3 it, be againſt. tha. Laws.of 
God and _ Land, is Con emn'd and' vacated, not'autho- 
rized and eriforct ey either, Ki them.: IN the Authority 
abides ſtill in > rio Ard Laggels of Nan- 
reſiſtance in fac, | os Rees Re efliog by.not, whe- 
ther the fllep! al” 4 ay any rity 5 6p whether the 
Sovereign hay aQts to, ret Fa thority. For Paſſive 
Obedience, is due to the Pet r{on I i 
ever. hberty we eight, othimeiſe, ROWS, to — ſuch an 
attlon';' we' muſt "kee paſhye,, fach, a, Rerſan. : 16 
for alf'Kis MAt Re,” ejs (ill thy Father 3 the fifth Com- 


tmandment "Yays,. "Honor and hey It he. retains his 
Authority . over. us, 'and, uebcaei = be the, Jfvae, or 
.  ( . «6197 USERS fy Higher 


ftance, needs not  Swperiority,. but Parity; for we may de- 
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Higher Power ; S. Paul tells:us, that # in Conſe zence | toiwatds 
God, we #uSt needs be ſubje@& to bim. And whilſt,\ we are 
to be ſubje&, we mult not reliſt ; fg oe Hifi Wh, a 

to warlike Refiſting,, there is an od 

that ir is not enough to. fay, the I Alas 
| tize the Addon, or hinder it from gpl doth 

it. alfo difauthorize the Perfon, and wag.) a For tw of 
his Autbority over Us. For. whillt his Au hority laſts, we 
> [+ are*bound tg continue his. SNes, 3Df ln ts us. tO 

be paſſive in ſuch, Caſes. 

Now, a Kivg may keep hy hjs Fg: tor: all-he i 

| ſome mol gels and. gal _Aftio 

loſe Power, by abuſing his Poe, of ſieetbin ak E 
It more : nor. make Gray. bat.regl SH SE 

by going, beyond, ,0/AN, yi Ns Roh ro 


ing to ſome Aut ority. W | 
"Wh Aytority have = Querei Pow. w oo m ake 


'F Laws gainſt the true toy Sore cir utgris ; from 
od, 1.4 or6.H6 has ay Them, p29 YE 

farbid,w cas mm BS : 

the Role or eg ſation, w bog! 20 wh OE Ap abi 
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What is the rea] ir ND ck Any, bi Legalif; 
of a Sentence grolly unjuſt, and apparently contrary to. 


Law? I mean not only contrary to Legal 'Forms, as a 
M 2 Juag- 
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| Judgment would be without a Jxry -; but contrary to thoſe 
E particular Laws in any Caſe, which the Judge, proceed> 
ng in Form, ought to pronounce by, A Man. comes to 

a. Judge and Jury, to have Law, or the benefit 'of thoſe 


WY 


/ particular Laws, which he grounds his Claim upon, And 
the Jadge, is to paſs Sentence according to theſe Laws, 
and to' give what the, Laws give him. And, I ſappoſe, 
thoſe Laws do. not authorize this Sentence, if it grofly 
and corruptly. perverts, what. they ſay. In this Caſe, if 
they authorize what-che Judge ſays, I think they muſt no 
longer authorize what they ſay themſelves, ſince his Say. 
ing is ditely contrary to theirs. And accordingly, in- 
ſtead of aUOriengs they will reverſe it, ſo ſoon as they - 
fall 'info the hands of z more _uprighe Judge and Jury, 
that will fin __ ronounce 'aright. _ $0 that here is a 
Sentence dpainft rhe Laws, that ſhould | have ruled it : 
which, not having the Laws concern'd therein, to auto- 
. rize and. bear it out, if Autority muſt' come from Law, I 
think will be 'an inautorjtative AQ. But I imagine theſe 
Objetots' do not believe, he 'ceaſes thereupon immedi- | 
acely'to be.a Judge,” which would vacate all the Scnten- 
cs he paiſes afcerwards Or, thac the aggrieyed Parties 
have 'Remedy any other , way, than. by (egy Appeals. 
Wherein, if they can' find no Redreſs at laſt from the Su- 
preme Power it felf, yet are they not thereby fet looſe 
om being any longer his Sabjes, nor have any Diſcharge, 
as 1 think is confefs'd- on all hands, from their Pafhve 
Obedience. 2 ns | 
How' many illegal, and unautoritative Ads, were done 
by Sal, and Ahab, Ahaz, and Mangaſſe, and other ill 
Kings among the Jews 3 which yet did not unking them? 
And by the Rowan Emperors, as I have fhowo, which 
yet did not diſrobe them of their Purple, or free the poor 
oppreſſed Chriſtians, and other SubjeQs of the Empire, 
from being ſubje& to, and paſſive under them? Amon 
theſe, are inſtances enow, as may appear from what is Ga 
above, of illegal As, againſt the Autority of all ow, 
| l 
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both of God, and of their own Realms, And yet of the 
Sovereigns, who were the illegal ARors, (til] retaining 
their Sovereign Autority, and holdiag the Sufferers in. 
their former ſtate of Subjeds, and under an obligation of 
Conſcience to Paſſive Obediefice. And this is a clear 
proof, "that God, tho he has given Rules to higher Pow- 

. ers, which are Duties of Governors, and according to 
which, at the great Day, he will judge them himſelf: 
Yet, has not made theſe Rules of exerciling Power, Con- 
ditions of their holding Power, or Grounds of Forfeiture. 
He himſelf, under the moſt enormous Breaches of theſe 
Rules, having plainly declared, by the inſpired Pen-men, 
of thoſe Princes. that broke them, that they were ſtill. in 
Autority, and that their SubjeQs, as they would anſwer 
the contrary to him, were to keep in their Obedience 
and Duty to them notwithſtanding. So that whereſoever 
any Forfeiture of Crowns comes in, it muſt be, by ſome 
ſpecial proviſions in a Peoples own Laws. And where 
Law makes a Forfeiture, it_will make a Prince forfeic in 

| a legal way, by appointing ſome ſuperior Power to. try 
the Fa, and judicially to declare the Forfeiture. But I 
do not conceive, how there can be any legal way of for» 
feiting, where the Prince is declared by Law, to be the 
Sole Supreme. ., E +; af. {3 

Now, if unautoritative. Ats do not diſautorize the per- 
ſon, and make him fink imo a private Man; but for all 
them, a King- continues (till to be a King: where is the 
Argument for Reſiſtance from ſuch inautoritative Aﬀts? 
Yes, [| ſay they, when unjuſt Ads have no Autoricy: in vir.,, 
tue of Self-defence, we way refit, and defend our fp @ of a Prov, 
gainſt them, True, where there. is no other hindrance to Per/: &c. 
reſiſting, and defending our ſelves by Arms, but what is?" 
to be looked for in the Action. But Reſiſtance, and-war- 

_Jike Defence,. tho it be for an AQion, muſt be: of ſome 
Perſon. And what if there is ſomething, to bar ſuch Re- 
fiſtance, in the Perſon ?. As I think the Law appoints in the 
Pertons of Father aud Mother, when it declares, be /ha/ 


fare 
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ſurely be pit to death, that ſmiteth them. Exod. xxi. 15. And 
in the Per/oxs of Higher Powers, when 1t calls us to honer, 
'to keep ſubjeZ, and 0 to 'reſiſt them. So there is ſome- 
thing in his perſon, to keep out all Reſiſtance, and arm- 


_.- ng-againſt our Sovereign. The: Argument for not teſi- 


ſting, or making a warlike Defence againſt him,” is becauſe 
he ts King. And then, what takes off this, and can be 
an Argument for Reviſtance, muſt'be fomethimg that doth 
unking. him. ! And ſmee ſuch unatttoritative As, are no 
Forfeitures of Crowns; tis'ptain, whatever other Immu- 
nities they are a ground of, they are no ground of levy. 
ing War, or armed Refiſtance, IV 

;.: This, I take'to be a very good; and ſufficient 'Ground, 
and'F think. ie is the trueGromd;- of Sibmiſſion and'Paf- 
five Obedicnce; under” iNegal Violence arid Ferfecttions. 
The illegal A&; 1 conceive, ' has nothing'in it' ſelf to bar 
Self-defence'; 'havirg no Antority to bear out and inforce 
It, as may ſeem, either from. God'or Man. "Net from 
Gods i for [if his Law earrits-his- 'Antority,” Cand 'where 
dothhe diſplay his Autority, if not inffiis Exws'?) what'is 
againſt his Law; is agairift bis Autority,” Nor from Man, 
forthe ſame Reafon, of its being again hnmane Laws, 
which:carry'their Autority,, But the Antority of the Per- 
ſon, is-a Bar to this way of Defence againſt our Soveteipn. 
Ang whenithe Sovereigy will do'fiehillegal Atts, thoche 
Has no Antariry- to: juſtifies kimſelſtherein; ror to wake 
his uvrighteous: ori illegal Commands, relly. obligatory 
and binding': yet, becauſe he is a Perſon, under whoſe 


_- Autorxity-and: Obedience we all'are, this will be the effe&t 
-... 1 of then, «Seeing Sabjedts- rinder Govertiment, can 'have 
no Remedy, but what keeps the 'order of Government; 
++ 5and:muſt'be contene with ſo much, as keeping to that 


Order allows: till God: alter his mind, we can tave' no 
preſent Reedreſs. ' And' being his Subjefts, we cannot go 
to-arm 'againſt him,-to:defend or right our ſelves. And 
this is Paſſive Obedienoe. So that when the irreligion or 
zHegality of the Command, exempts us from any Obligati- 

on, 
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on, to ative Performance: this Autoricy of his Perſon, 
doth notwithſtanding lay on us an Obligation, of keep- 
ing under his Obedience, and making no warlike Reſi- 
{tarce. pony hte 

And on theſe Grounds it will be eaſfie to give a ratio- 
. nal, and plain Anſwer to thoſe Queſtions, which the Di- 
ſputers for Refiſtance ſhall think moſt poſing, about the 
Authority of Kmgs, when they a@ againſt Laws. 

Tt it 'be asked, What is & Kings Autority,, when he 


doth ſuch illegal Acts2 *'Tis juſt the ſame it was before he 


did them; for as he doth not get, ſo he doth not loſe 
any rightful, and real Autority thereby. 

But what doth his Autority give, to the illegal Att, or 
Order? Dath it authorize the. Subjects in an-illegal thing ? 
or make the Law, which forbids it, ceafe to be a Rule 
to them? No, the Laws of God and Men, are to be the 
Rules of conſcionable ating. The Autority of the Law, 


is the Autogity of a Rule. And for a Rule, it is the beſt. 


Autority,,; And an humane Law; i the beſt Humane. Au- 
tority.., And, where Kings, neither make, nor unmake and 


repeal Laws, alone 3, the King commanding in the Laws, is 


of more. Autority toirule the: Subjets- Acings, 'than:the 
King commanding againſt chem. | | T 
And what doth his Autority: give him, as: to that par- 
ticular illegal A&> Nat-to.be queſtionable, :or accounts 
able for it..among Men, or caercible- by Farce and armed; 
Qppolition. Aud that, becauſe.for all that a, heis ſtill 
our King, and we owe him Subjettion.. Receiving.ſuch-il- 
legal Adts from, our, King,. we, myſt: receive-them as! Sake: 
jets. And the obligation of continuing Subjects, excludes: 
all Liberty of armed Reliſtance, | 
Whence, ſay they, in an illegal AQ, has a Sovereign 
Prince this Autority 2 From the Fifth Commandment, and 


from all thole Commandments, that require Submiſſion, 


and, Otedience, and being ſubje&t unto Princes. For the 
plain-intent of all thoſe Precepts, as may ſufficiently ap- 


pear, I think, from what I have laid on this Argument z\ 


1s 
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CH AP. VIII 
No RefPance, on Pretence that adts againſt Law 


are inautoritative. 


uT when our Rulers invade us againſt Right, ſay 

* Julian * ſome, 'What Authority is there in their Invaſions? 

- Og His any Man Authority to invade our Rights 2. And if 

of a Priv. our Governors have no Authority for their Invaſion : ſince 

Pens we are to be ſubje&t only to Authority, is there any Ob- 

flice of _— on us for Submiſſon? And may we not make Re- 

Gent, Un- fiſtance, againſt wrautoritative Ads? A Liberty for Reſt: 

dertak. 4 france, needs 'not Superiority, but Parity; for we may de- 
York, p y 7 I J 

11-14 A fend our ſelves againſt our Equals. And when Kings a& il- 

. legally, and invade Rights: in thoſe Atts, ſay ſome, they 

| hayeno Authority, and As dove againſt Law, which are 

the Rule of the Polity, are politically powerleſs. '$0.that 

we may reſift them in ſych Caſe, as we may our Equals; 

they 7, hs there without Autbority, which 1s the ſame, as 

private Perſons. 

No, fay I, under | Foſs Illegal Adings they are ſtill 

; Kings and' Soveret ere: Tp there be no Authority dert- 

yed into the Aa fon, 'whi | if 3 it be againſt. the. Laws. of 

God and the Land, is condemn'd and vacated, notautho- 

rized and enf forced, We either of them: yet the Authority 

abides ſtill in the erſo fog a 5 the, Laggel. of Nan- 

reſiſtance in et, il Tg B06 Qicſtion is.nor, whe- 

ther the illegal AX has, AN og Ft but. whether the 

Sovereign that, ats 'o, prone his Authority. For Paſhve 

Obedience, s due” to the Perſon in Authority : and what- 

ever liberty we Tight otherwiſe, take, to oppoſe ſuch an 

Attion';' we'muſt k paſlive, under ſuch a, Perſon. | If, 

for al'his ilefa LAQ, AH is ſtill thy ather ; the fifth Com- 

mandment ' Fog "Honor and hey him. It he. retains his 

Authority . over. us, and, cqntinues. to. be the Yvoe or 
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Higher Power ;, S. Paul tells us, that is Conſcience towards 
God, we mult needs be ſubjeT to him. And whilſt we are 
| to be ſubjeR, we mult not reſiſt ; ſor when pnce we fall 
| to warlike Reſiſting, there is an end of Subjeftion, So 
| that ic is not enough to ſay, the lllegality. dot Mapthat 
| tize the Action, or hinder it from being biading z unleſs 
| it alſo diſauthorize the Perſon, and make a Forfeiture of 
his Authority over us. For whillt his Authority laſts, we 
are bound to continue his Subjeds z, ang, that tyes us to 
ba pailive in tech: Cilm. LSE EE 
Now, a King may keep hjs Autority,. for. all, he doth 
ſome inautoritariye, and illegal Aftions.-. He, doth, tiat 
| loſe Power, by abuſing his Power, ar ſ{ret6hing t > make 
it more: nor make away, that real A tri which li has, 
by going, beyond,ie 1n/an unautoritgeing QF Prficngs 
ing to ſome Authority. which, be has nog... <1 
hat Autority, have any Sovereign®Powers, to mak 
Laws againſt the true Religion? It cir, utorify. 3s from 
God, I. am, ſure he has giyen them. no. C Kew! at. nt 


þ farbid, what! he has commanded. | They go quite.agat | 
the Rule of Legiſlation, ,when they employ it-in making 


Laws againſt him. _ And. thoſe Laws, carry no, bing 
Force from. God along with ha ro oli Sabres 
their Obſcryance. , So. that if, þy ipautaritative Acts, b 
meant A&s againſt the Rule of: Ad iniſiration z ed 
any real Right, to warravt. the” ing, himſelf in command- 
ing, and to oblige others to ole them : all Laws. are ,inau- 
toritative As, which are made againſt the gut Ret ON. 
But yet, they that urge this Objection, will, not ſay,-that: 
3ny Kings forfeir their Crowns, or ed e their, Subjects of 
the Duty of Paſlive Obedience, by making perleguting 
Laws. . Nay, + they, ſay there is. a, neceſſity of not reſl- + 7uias 


ſting, but” being pare under them, becaule-,they hays *** 42. v. 
| fuch' Laws whereby to perſecute them. ©. 1 74-75-92. 


What is the rea] and intriofick Atithority, of Legality, 
of a Sentence groſ]y 'unjuſt,, and apparently contrary to. 
Law? I mean not only contrary to Legal Forms, as a 

M 2 Judg- 
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Judgment would be without a Jury -. but contrary to thoſe 
particular Laws in any Caſe, which the Judge, proceed» 
ig in Form, ought to pronounce by, A Man comes to 
a Judge and Jury, to have Law, or the benefit 'of thoſe 
" particular Laws, which he grounds his Claim upon, And 
the Judge, is to paſs Sentence according to theſe Laws, 
and to. give what the, Laws give him. And, I ſuppoſe, 
thoſe Laws do. not authorize this Sentence, if it groſly 
and corruptly perverts, what they fay. In this Caſe, if 
they authorize what-che Judge ſays, I think they muſt no 
longer authorize what they ſay themſelves, ſince his Say- 
ing is direQly contrary to theirs. And accordingly, in- 
ſtead of authorizing, they will reverſe it, ſo ſoon as they 
fall 'into the hands of a more upright Judge and Jury, 
that will find. and - pronounce aright. $o that here is a 
Sentence apainfſt the Laws, that ſhould have ruled it : 
which, not having the Laws concern'd therein, to auto- 
rize and bear it out, if Autority muſt' come from Law, I 
think will be an inautorjtative AQ. But I imagine theſe 
Objetors. do not believe, he ceaſes thereupon immedi- 
ately'to be: a Judge,' which would vacate all the Senten- 
ces he paſſes afcerwards. Or, thut the aggrieyed Parties 
have 'Remedy any other way, than. by legal Appeals. 
Wherein, if they can find no Redrefs at laſt from the Su- 
reme Power it felf, Ft are they not thereby fet looſe 
From being any longer his SabjeQts, nor have any Diſcharge, 
+ is confeſs'd on all hands, from their Pafhve 


as I thin 
Obedience. 
How' many illegal, and unautoritative Ads, were done 
by Saxl, and Ahab, Ahaz, and Manaſe, and other ill 
_ among the Jews 5 which yet did not unking them? 
And by the Roman Emperors, as I have fhowo, which 
yet did not diſrobe them of their Purple, or free the poor 
oppreſſed Chriſtians, and other SubjeQs of the Empire, 
from being ſubje& to, and paſſive under them? Amon 
theſe, are inſtances enow, as may appear from what is ſai 
above, of illegal Ats, againſt the Autority of all _ 
t 


that As againſt Law are inautoritative, 87 


both of God, and of their own Realms. And yet of the 
Sovereigns, who were the illegal ARors, ſtill retaining 
their Sovereign Autority, and holding the Sufferers in 
their former ſtate of Subjeds, and under an obligation of 
Conſcience to Paſſive Obedieftice. And this is a clear 
proof, that God, tho he has given Rules to higher Pow- 
ers, which are Duties of Governors, and according to 
which, at the great Day, he will judge them himſelf: 
Yet, has not made theſe Rules of exerciling Power, Con- 
ditions of their holding Power, or Grounds of Forfeiture. 
He himſelf, under the moſt enormous Breaches of theſe 
Rules, having plainly declared, by the inſpired Pen-men, 
of thoſe Princes that broke them, that they were ſtill. in 
Autority, and that their Subjeds, as they would anſwer 
the contrary to him, were to keep in their Obedience 
and Duty to them notwith[tanding. So that whereſoever 
any Forfeiture of Crowns comes in, it muſt be, by ſome 
ſpecial proviſions in a Peoples own Laws. And where 
Law makes a Forfeiture, it will make a Prince forfeir in 
a legal way, by appointing ſome ſuperior Power to try 
the FaR, and judicially to declare the Forfeiture. But I 
do not conceive, how there can be any legal way of for- 
feiting, where the Prince is declared by Law, to be the 
Sole Supreme. . E440 
Now, if unautoritative As do not diſautorize the per- 

ſon, and make him fink into a private Man; but for all 
them, a King continues (till to be a King: where is the 
Argument for Reſiſtance from ſuch inautoritative Aﬀts? 
Yes, || ſay they, when unjuſt Ats have no Autoriry in vir- 2 :hanekit 
tue of Selt-detence, we may refit, and defend our ſelues. a- ;f , Fark 
gainſt them, True, where there is no other hindrance to Per/: &c. 
reſiſting, and defending our ſclves by Arms, but what is?'* 
to be looked for in the Action. But Reſiſtance, and war- 
ike Defence, tho it be for an ARion, mult be. of ſome 

| Perſon. And what if there 1s ſomething, to bar ſuch Re- 
fiſtance, in the Perſon ?. As I think the Law appoints in the 
Pertons of Father aud Mother, when it declares, he /hal 


ſareh 


yg 


$\ wth? 


.. of thetn, Seeing» Sabjedts- under Covertiment, can 'have 
no Remedy, but what keeps the order of Governmenr, 
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ſurely be pit'to death, that ſmiteth them. Exod. xxi. 15. And 
in the Per/oxs of Higher Powers, when it calls us to honer, 
'tq keep ſubje#, and rot to reſiſt them. So there is ſome- 
thing in his perſon, to keep out all Reſiſtance, and arm- 


-ing-againſt our Sovereign. The: Argument for not reſi- 


ſting, or making a warlike Defence againſt him, is becauſe 
he ts King. And then, what takes off this, and can be 
an Argument for Refiſtance, mult 'be fomethimg that doth 
unking. him, ' And ſme ſuch unatttoritative Acts, are no 
Forfeitures of Crowns;-'tis plain, whatever other Immu- 
nities they are a ground of, they are_no ground of levy- 
ing War, or armed Rebiſtance. VIE, 

. : This, I take'to be a very good, 'and ſufficient 'Ground, 
and think-ie is the true Growmd,” of Sabmiſſior and'Paf- 
five Obedience, under iflegal Violence and Ferfectitions. 
The illegal A&, 1 conceive, has nothing in it ſelf to bar 
Self-defente'; 'havirg no Antority to bear out and inforce 
it, as may ſeem, either from God or Man. Not from 
Gods + for 'if his Law earries-his- Attority, Cand where 
doth 'he diſplay his Autority, if not inhis Eaws?) what'is 
againſt his Law, is againſt his Autority,”” Nor from Man, 
forthe ſame Reafon, of its being againft hnmane Laws, 
which.carry' their Autority, But the Autority of the Per- 
ſon, is-a Bar tq this way of Defence againſt our Sovereign. 
And whenithe Sovereigy will do ſiehillegal Ads, thohe 
las no Antarfty to: juſtifies himfelftherein; ror to make 
his unrighteous: or illegal Commands, really. obligatory 
and binding: yet, becauſe he is a Perſon, under whoſe 
Autority-and/ Obedience we all are, this will be the effect 


-+ 4 and:muſt 'be content with ſo much, as keeping to that 


Order allows: till God: alter his mind, we can ave no 
preſent Redreſs. And being his Subjefts, we cannot go 
to arm 'againſt hum,-to defend or right our ſelves. And 
this is Paſſive Obedience. So that when the irreligion or 
zHegality of the Command, exempts us from any Obligati- 

on, 
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on, to ative Performance: this Autority of his Perſon, 
doth notwith{tanding lay on us an Obligation, of keep- 
ing under his Obedience, and making no warlike Reſi- 
ftarce. "He | 

And on theſe Grounds it will be eafie to give a ratio- 
nal, and plain Anſwer to thoſe Queſtions, which the Di- 
ſputers for ReGſtance ſhall think moſt poſing, about the 
Authority of Kings, when they a@ againſt Laws. 

It it 'be asked, What is a Kings Autority, when he 
doth ſuch illegal Acts2 'Tis juſt the ſame it was before he 
did them; for as he doth not pet, ſo he doth not loſe 
any rightful, and: real Autority thereby. 

But what doth his Autority give, to the illegal Act, or 
Ocder? Dath it authorize the Subjects in an illegal thing 2? 
or make the Law, which, forbids it, ceaſe to be a Rule 
to them 2 No, the Laws of God and Mzn, are to be the 
Rules of conſcionable ating. The Autority of the Law, 


is the Autority of a Rule. And for a Rule, it is the beſt. 


Autority,,, And an humane Law, is the beſt Humane Au- 
tority. And, where Kings, neither make, nor unmake and 
repeal Laws, alone; the King commanding in the Laws, is 


of more Autority to trule the: Subjefts- Aeings, than-the 


King commanding againſt them. 


And what doth his Autority give him, as: to that nav- | 


ticular illegal AQ? Nat to. be queſtionable, :or accounts 
able for it. among Men, or caoercible by Force and armed. 
Oppoſition. Aud that, becauſe for .all that a&, he is ſtill 
our King, and we owe him Subjeftion. Receiving ſuch-il-: 
legal Acts from our King, we, muſt - receive them as! Sabre: 


jets. And the obligation of continuing Subjeds, excludes 


all Liberty of armed Reſiſtance, 

Whence, ſay they, in an illegal AQ, has a Sovereign 
Prince this Autority 2 From the Fifth Commandment, and 
from all thole Commandments, that require Submiſſion, 
and, Otcedience, and being ſubje& unto Princes. For the 
plain intent of all thoſe Precepts, as may ſufficiently ap- 
pear, I think, from what I have taid on this Argument ; 
1s 
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is to require theſe, to Princes. that break, as well as to 
thoſe that keep Laws; to unjuſt, as well as to righteous 
Sovereigns. And if God commands us to ſubmit, and 
keep in SubjeQion to a Sovereign Prince, that adts againſt 
Laws ; he muſt forbid us to reſiſt ſuch: for men pur off 
Subj<&tion, when they.fall to Reſiſting. 

It may be asked (till, has he it from the Law of the 
Land? Yes. What, from the Law he invades? Doth the 
Law pive him Autority to break it ſelf? No, but by all 
thoſe Laws, that declare he incurs no Forfeiture by ſuch 
Invaſions. For all thoſe Laws, that own and declare ſuch 
Invader to be ſtill our King, determine our Subjection to 
him, and forbid us to refiſt him. For Men are no 1on- 
ger in the ſtate and poſture of Subjets, when they come 
to arm againſt their Sovereigns. 

If a Man ſuffers illegally, they will demand by what 
Law 2 By none ſurely, for then there is an end of the 
Illegality. But to ask for a Law for his ſuffering, is to 
ask for ſomething to juſtifie, or make it juſt in the eye 
of Law, that he ſhould ſuffer. But this js not pre- 
tended from the Kings Autority ; and it is ſuppoſed to 
be an unjuſt, and illegal Suffering. Bur if the King has no 
Autority, to juſtific the illegal Suffering; has he any Au- 
tority, to bar the Hlegal Sufferers refiſting > Yes, the Re- 
gal Autority not being loſt by that illegal A&, but till 
abiding in him. For all he makes a Man ſuffer againſt 
Law, he is ſtil} his King. And that is a Reaſon againft 
Reſiſting. For by all Law, both of God and Man, we 
muſt be ſubje& to our King. And he ceaſes to be ſub- 
je&, that draws his Sword againſt bim, 


CHAP. 


Reaſons of Now reſiſtance. 91 


CHAP. IX. 
The Reaſons of Non- reſiſtance. And how it makes 


not Arbitrary Government. 


Shall only add now, in the laſt place, concerning this 
Non-reſiſtance,..or not arming againſt invading Princes, 
required of, and praQiſed by the-firſt and beſt Chriſtians, 
what Regards they were guided by, and what Reaſons 
they looked at, for this Obſervance, : 
I. The firſt and chiefes?, was in Reverence to God's Or- 
dinance, infomuch as thoſe Rulers, were Gods Anointed, 
his Miniſters, or his Vicegerents. How can I ſtretch forth 
my hand againſt Sant, ſays David, and be guiltleſs, ſeeing he 4 
# the Lords anointed. 1 Sam. xxvi. 9. and c. xxiv. 6, And 
he that reſiſts, ſhall receive Damnation, ſaith S. Paul, as re- 
ſifting the Ordinance, of God, Rom. xiii. 2, And he zs the 
Miniſter of God, wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjeF, not only 
for wrath, but alſo for atv rhe ſake, V. 4,5. And like to 
theſe, are the Sayings of the Primitive Fathers, for Sub- 
miſſion to the perſecuting Emperors. Tertul/ian grounds 
the. Duty of Allegiance we owe the Emperor, on this, that 
he. is deputed by God, * and has his Power from the ſame, * apo. 
from whom he has his Spirit : that he is one, f quem Dews ©30- 
elegit, — qui 2 noſtro Deo conſtitutws, i. e. whom God has ap-\>:©33 
pointed : || 2 Dominus Dei vice, Gods Vicegerent, or a Lord |\'b- c- 34. 
over #5 in Gods place and ſtead : whom + knowing 2 Deo+ ad Scap. 
conftitui, 10 be Gods Ordinance, every Chriſtian ought of ne-<* 
ceſſity to love, reverence, and wiſh ſafe. This made the Sa- 
crednelſs, and Autority of the Emperor, in their eyes, be- 
cauſe, as Athenagoras * tells Marcas and. his Son Commo: * Legae. 
ws, avworw why Bankedu arnpon, their Empire they had re- P!oChriſt. 
ceived from God. The fame, which Dionyſius of Alexan. y — 
dria + laid afterwards of Valerianws and Gallienus, to Fm. Hiſt. Eccl. 


han the Prefect, And: becauſe, as Theophilus ſays in his% 7: © 11: 
; NN: Book 


a 


tolyc. 1. 1, 


P. 76. 


Reaſons of Non- Refiſtance: 
Book to Autolzcas under the Emperor Commodys, tho the 
(4d Au- Emperor ||is not God, yet he is ,gewms van Jeu mmwy- 


pO. ets mo Brxgpws xewer, 4 Man ordained of God, and un- 
der him, to do Judgment and Juſtice. And this alſo is the 


ground of Subjects Dury and Allegiance, 'in the Do@rine 


of our Church. All SubjeFs do owe of bonndlen Duty, Obedi- 
ence, Submiſſion, and SubjeFion, to the Higher Powers, for 
as nmch as they be Gods Lieutenants, Gods Preſidents, Gods 


Officers, &c. ſays the Homilyrof Obedierice Part r. * And a-- 


gain, all Swbje&r are bound to obey them, yea though they' be 
evil,and that for Conſcience ſake, as Gods Miniſters. —Though 
they be wicked, and abnſe their Power : yet therefore #t is 
ot lawful for their Subje&s to withſtand them, becauſe, ever 
wicked Rulers, have their Power and Anuturity from God. 
Homily of Obedience Part 2. ; 24% 
Now, all theſe are Reaſons, not to Reſiſt the worſt, as 
well as the beſt Kings: the intringers of Rights; as well 


as the maintainers of them. For all Men rightfully in- 


veſted with Power, are Gods Miniſters, his Anointed, and 
his Ordinance, however they employ their Power. The 
bad are, as well asthe good; at their worſt, 'as well as at 


| their beſt times. Saxl-is the Lords Anointed, as well as 
Ham-iv. Davids + Zedekiah,. as well as Foſtah; Nero, Domitian, 


20, 


{ De Civit 
Dei, lth 5 


C, 2H, 


Diocleſian, ar other bloody Perſecuting Emperors, as-well 
as the moſt juſt and godly Kings. The fame 'that gave the 


Power, || ſays S. Auſtin, to Marius, gave 7t alfo to ©,\Czfar 


he that conferred it on Auguſtus, pr it alſo to Nero; þe 
that beſlowed it on the Veſpalians, 'Father and Son, thoſe moſt 


- obliging Emperors, beſiowed it alſo vu Domitian ſo infamose 


T Part 1. 


for his Cruelties. And not to particularize any further, he 


that ſet xp Conſtantine the Chriſtian Emperor, Fs «p Julian 
too who. Apoſtatized from. Chrift. In reading the Holy Scri- 


ptures, ſays our Church, + in the Homily againſt willifal Re- 
bellion, we ſhall find in very many and almoſt infiirite Places, 
as well of the Old Teſtament as of the New, that Kings and 
Princes, as well the evil as the good, do Reign by (2ods Or- 


dinance, &c. They bave their Power and Auth:rity av 
- od, 


Reaſons of Non-Refiſtance. o3 
Ged, ſays the || Homily of Obedience, and are to be obeyed \|Part 2. 
as Gods Miniſters, although they be evil — although they a- 
buſe their Power — although they be wicked and wrong doers 
=— and it is wot lawful for Inferiors and Subjets, in any 
Caſe to reſiſt and withſtand them. | | 
Whatever the rightful Sovereign be then, that bears hard 
upon any Man; let me ask him whois moſt uneaſie, if, for 
all his Perſonal unworthineſs, and oppreſlive Adminiſtra- 
tion, he be not (till the Lords anointed, and the Ordinance 
of God, And ſo, long, if he'will, be a Follower of the 
Holy Scriptures, the Primitive Fathers, or our own 
Church, whoſgTeſtimonies have been alledged, how can 
he lift up bis hahd againſt him, | 
| 2. A ſecond; Ground of their Non-Refiſtance, was in 
Patience and Submiſſion to Gods Providence. In ſuch hard 
. Caſes, they were like to caſe their Suffering by Patience, 
and make it worſe by Reſiſtance. Tz your Patience, ſays 
( our Saviour, poſſeſs ye your Souls. Luke xxi. 19, When 
X the Croſs was brought upon them, they were called to 
take it up, not to drive it away ; to follow Chriſt in bear- 
ing it themſelves, not to follow the World in endeavour- 
ing to Force it upon others: according to thoſe Precepts 
of our Lord, for #akivg p, and bearing his Croſs, Theſe 
Perſecutions they looked on,as ſent by God for tryal of their 
Patience, not of their fighting Valor in makiog Reſiſtance : 
and were careful under them, to ſhew invincible Stourt- 
neſs in Sufferings 3 not refuſeto Suffer, and rather fight in 
their own Def.nce. The Cup, which my Father hath piven 
me, ſha I not Drink it * Therefore put up thy Sword, ſaid 
Chriſt, Joh. xviil. 11. Lo here is the Patience of the Saints, 
. fays S. Job», noting what in their Perſecutions they ſought 
to Signalize. Rev.xiv. 12. And, Abſit ut Divina SeFa do- 
leat pati, in quo probatur: God forbid this Divine Se&# 
ſhould be againſt Suffering, which is only Gods way of Tryal 
and Probation, + tays Tertwllian, of their patient and un. + 4poy. 
reliſting Sufferings, when they had ſtrength enough to de- © 37- 
tend themſelves. 
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3. In faith in Ged, and irift that he, as Rightful Judge, 
world ſooner or later, as he ſaw beſt, Right their Cauſe. Ven- 
geaice is mine, I will repay, ſaith Gue;. and they were con- 


+ Cor fidimus majeſtati ejus, 
qui tam contemptum ſus, quam 
ſervoram injurtas, poſſit ulciſ- 
ci. — Cnm tam nefanda per- 
petimur, Deo permittimus ut- 
tronem. Lact. 1. 5. c. 20. 

|| Leſos u tio Divina De- 
Fendit. Inde eſt quod nemo 
noſtrum re/utartur, etſi nimz- 


us E& copioſus fit noſter Po- 


tent to leave. it to him. + We confide in 
him, who is able to take Vengeance, both for 
his own, and his Servants injuries. — Whew 
we: ſuffer ſuch unſpeakable things, we leave 
it to God to Right us, ſays LaZantins. || A. 
gainſt all your injuries , the Judgment and 
Vengeance. of God is our Deſence. And 


upon that account it is, that none of us makes 


Cyprian ad Demet. P. any Refiſtance, though we haye Numbers more 


192, Ed. Ox. than enoneh, ſays $ Cyprian. And loe, here 


is the Faith, and, Patienc of the Saints, (aid $, John. Rev, xiji, 
10, They committed their Rights to him,”"whon deſpoiled 
of them by unjuſt Force, and never went about to make 
Parties and Tumults, by Force to Right themſelves; to 
ſhew the Faith they had in his J#/iice, his Providerce, 
and Promiſes, and how far,-and. freely, even in theſe 
deareſt and moſt concerning Intereſts, -they durſt truſt 
him. 
Now both theſe alſo, are Reaſons equally not to Reſiſt, 
under any rightful Sovereigns. The Croſs is the ſame, 
under one, as under others. The; ſame Tryal of Pati- 
ence, and of Faith, when they fall under the ſame diſtreſ- 
ſes: whether by Chriſtian or Heathen, Sober or Diſſolute, 
by Princes that Invade, or that obſerve Civil Laws and 
Legal Properties. | 

Now, to all this, that has been ſaid on this Subje&, it 
would bea very weak and unjuſt exception, to ſav, this 
forbidding of Reſiſtance on violation of Laws, is ſetting up 
for illegal and arbitrary Government. For to Govern Arbi. 
trarily, is to Rule by Diſcretion, or to have no written 
Laws to Govern by. And where there are Stated Laws, 
to regulate and dire&t Adminiſtrations 3 - there 4s all the 
Human care that can be, to prevent Arbitrarineſs in So+ 


Vvereigns, 
There 
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There are but two ways, to limit and Jay Reſtraiats, or 
keepany Governor within compaſs. Oneis, 'Tawsz which 
reſtrain.him as: a Rul?, by fixing and preſcribing for him, 
his juſt Bounds. .. ,The-other;. 1s a Superior Nower, that; can 
call him to account when he Deviates, :and forceably- com 
pel him toreturninto a Right Courle; and theſe reſtrain him 
as his Rulers. Now, as for this later way, of appointing 
Higher, Powers, for: their Superviſors, and Corredtors : is 


Lf 


"48 vilible this can be no-way ot ac{training Sovereignsz wha. 


can be no longer Sovereigns, but Subjects, .if they have 
any Superiors, E that is by Law declared the Supreme; 
eſpeciall the only Wpreme in any Realm, muſt needs be a« 
bove all, and no Mincan be.above him. Though the Laws 
of his Realm, axe to be his Rulez yet.no Man in his 
Realm can be his Ruler, nor they, who all profeſs them- 
ſclves made ſubjeC& to, pretend to ſet upon him. , 
Beſides; if ſuch Corretors were appointed, to ſecure. 
the Laws : yet would that be only a Dream of Security, 
which would vaniſh,. as Experience. made us awake and 
come to our {clves, and not ſecure them really, more than. 
they are ſecured already. For theſe Correctors, being ſub- 
jze& to-like Over-ſtghts, Paſſions, and Miſgovernments, are 
as liable to Prevaricate and Violate the ,Laws, as thoſe 
whom they are ſet to Superviſe,.'The Laws are ſafe enough, 
in the Hands of good Kings; and. as unſafe, in the Hands 
of ill Corretors, as of 1!] Kingsz and ſuch Corre@ors, 
are every Whit as liable, and like as oft to be ill, and a+ 
buſe the Laws, as Kivgs themſelves. © And what redrefs 
for the/[nvaſiors and breach.of Laws, when they do amiſs.2 
Sq that this doth not Cure, but only ſhift the Diſeaſe, 
which is uncureable under any Sovereign or laſt Judge, 
be it King or Parliament, Army or Mobile, through the 


Nature of this World, and the inſeparable uncertaintics 


of Human Affairs. Foe 
As in the Line of Human Subordinations then, ſome 


muſt be Sovereignsz and theſe mult be Men, ſubje& to be 


drawn aſide like ourſelves : ſo. can theſe have no Reſtraint, 
| but . 


"Reaſons of Nows- Reſiſtance. 

but Lawsz nor: any Judge but God, and ſo be unaccount- 
able here on Earth. The only poſlible reſtraint of Arbi. 
trarineſs in them, is Laws. And the beſt reſtraint theſe 
can lay, is, if As of State and Juſtice, are to be ſped, not 
only by the Sovereign himfelf 1n Perſon, but by his 14;- 
-rriſters. And if, though the Sovereign himlſclf is not, yer 
his Miniſters are accountable, and tryable for Breach of 
Laws, as well as others. Which, I think, is as much ſe- 
-eurity under a Sovereign, asSovereſignty allows. And this 
-Human Security , we- have in this Realm, to Guard our 
Laws: although we may not refiſt our Spvereign, and fight 
for thoſe Laws againſt him by force oBArms; which is a 
throwing off his Sovereignty over us, ,and ſetting up for 
our Sclves. 

But though this DoQrine of Non-Refiſtance, yea, even 
.#n Defence of Laws, doth not make Arbitrary Power : yet, 
-on the other Hand I would have it conſidered, whether the 
Liberty of Reſiſtance, 1s not like to bring in Arbitrary Swb- 
jefion, They may caft off Obedience, ſay ſome, for Pab- 
lick Good, i.e. when they ſee it Expedient, for they muſt 
Judge of it. Ts not this to ſer Subjects looſe, when they 
ſee Cauſe. And if they are Arbitrary Governors, who'th 
Ruling are left to Diſcretion.: are not they alſo, as Arbi- 
trary Subjects,who in Obeying areleft to Diſcretion? Now, 
to Cure Arbitrary Power, by Arbitrary Obedience; is to 
Cure Tyrannica] Government, by no Government, which 
1s as bad, nay, abundantly worſe. The very worſt of 
'Tyrants, are the Miniſters of God for good, in compariſon 
of no Government. One Tyrant's Luſt, cannot Rifle all 
Virgins3 nor his Avarice, devour all Eſtates; nor his 
Revenge, reach all Perfons3 nor his Cruelty, cut off the 

Common Wealth. But under no Government, the Rabble 
will Covern all. And that will be branched out into many 
thouſand Tyrants, who Perſecute without Pity, as we!] as 
Juſtice and pull down and ſpoi), without any Relentings; 
and have no Generofity to ſpare, or greatneſs of Soul to 
neglect or Jeave any thing z but think the meaneft Phander 
a de- 


_— 
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a defireable Prey, and ſweep all before them. 4 Poor Mar, 
that oppreſſeth the Poor, is like a ſmeeping Rain, ſays Solo- 
mon. Prov. xxviit. 3. And1 think the Experience we have 
had of late, in theſe three Realms, of the Rabbles Ruling 
1s enough to convince all Confiderate Men, ' that a 
few months of their Expedition,. is much more full of 


Illegal Violence, Injuſtice, and Inhumanity, and a great. 


deal more formidable, than a:Tyrants whole Reign. 
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